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SEPTEMBER  2011
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

   Hurricane Irene is gone, much water and mess remain, along with a strange set of memories. I hope by now your house is getting back in order. This was our second record breaking storm in two weeks. It has been important to listen to warnings and prepare ahead of time for these storms. We did have church on Sunday; two people at the first service and nine at the second. Please let us know in the office if you are still having troubles from the storms. The few people who came out were able to do so without taking risks. Meanwhile we are thankful that those who have heeded the warnings and avoided dangerous situations seem to have survived the storms well.

   In the middle of the record breaking first rain storm, Our Youth Mission Team left for Louisville, Kentucky. It was our 7th or 8th trip to Louisville. This year we took 9 people and spent most of the time putting in an irrigation system for the Portland Orchard. The Portland Orchard is a corner of a city block what once had 3 houses on it. The neighbors got together, planted 50 apple trees and are growing an orchard for the community. We helped out through Edge Outreach’s Mission House program. Elmer United Methodist Church and Edge started work together in about 2003. Edge at that time was a youth missions group. Since 2003 Elmer UMC has changed and Edge has shifted from youth ministries to a water ministry, providing systems to purify water in countries around the world.

   Our last night in Louisville was spent with Mark Hogg, his wife, Marcia and our group leaders, Nate and Natalie.  That evening and the next day was an emotional time for the Edge Staff. They were acknowledging the end of their youth ministries program. Elmer was one of the first and biggest groups to help them get started. Many in our group have participated before and they also had memories and were grieving the end of past ministries and the absence of key people who have helped get this program started. Things will no longer be the same at Edge or at Elmer UMC. Changes in missions and leadership cause each of us to mourn for the past, and also to look forward to new and exciting ways God is opening our futures.  It reminds me of the words of the apostle Paul in Philippians 3: 13-14
“… Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal, for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”

Our task as Christians is not to repeat or long for the comfort of our past. This was a problem with the Hebrew slaves when they left Egypt and longed for the good old days as slaves.  Our Task is to build from the past, while pressing toward a new and higher calling.  Join us as we focus on that goal.  Pray for our new leaders to be elected at Church Conference on September 26.  Join us in the work and ministries we are doing now. Give input and volunteer to build a different church in the years to come.
Yours in Christ,

Dave Repenning

Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School

July 3

20

69

21
July 10

26

110


July 17

19

89


July 24

21

90

July 31

21

89
Aug. 7

26

101

Aug. 14

32

39



Aug. 21

21

66
Aug. 28

2

9
Stewardship:
Church

Missions

S.School

July 3

$3,846.00
$878.00

$12.50
July 10

$5,515.00
$929.00
July 17

$2,614.00
$575.00

July 24

$4,122.50
$503.00
July 31

$5,381.00
$813.00

Aug. 7

$2,702.00
$372.00
Aug. 14

$2,832.00
$422.00
Aug. 21

$4,148.00
$479.00
Aug. 28

$1,737.00
$453.00
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please Mark Your Calendars! Church Conference 

7:00pm Monday, September 26th
SPR Committee meets at 6:00pm
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CHURCH OFFICE AND PETER'S PANTRY - 358-0135

DAVID REPENNING, PASTOR

FAX:  856-358-9295           Email: elmerumc@juno.com


ANNUAL ALL YOUTH GROUP KICKOFF

FOR ST. JUDE’S RESEARCH HOSPITAL

12:30pm Sunday, September 25th
We will leave the church parking lot at 12:30, bicycle to the Bucolo's for lunch, and return to the parking lot by 3:30. Sponsor sheets are available at the Hangar or on the downstairs bulletin board.  We encourage everyone to ride - whether sponsored or not.  Any questions, contact Donna Stemberger at 358-2509 or dkstembug@yahoo.com.

Calling all Middlers:

If you are in grades third through sixth, join us at the Hangar 

each Wednesday night from 6:30-7:30.  We will also have special events monthly.  Contact Donna Stemberger for more information, 358-2509 or dkstembug@yahoo.com.

HANGAR YOUTH GROUP SUB SALE
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Saturday, September 17, 2011         $6.00 each
Pick Up Between 10:30am – 11:30pm at the Church

Contact Donna Stemberger to order.
The Hangar Schedule
Mondays 7:30-9pm Young Adult Fellowship

Wednesdays 6:30-7:30pm Middlers

Fridays 7-9:30pm Junior/Senior High

September Birthdays

Happy Birthday to All!!
2nd
Lisa Hardman & Erin Jenkins

3rd 
Miriam Gibson & Christie Willoughby

5th  
Leah Bucolo

7th  
Jean Bishop & Charles Volkmar

9th  
Steve Richards & Jeremy Theopulos

10th
Benjamin G. Nolan & Carter Nelson

12th
Peggy Parish

13th  
Beth Timberman & Gayle Johnson

14th  
Charmaine Sutton

15th  
Betty Garrison, Lynn Boehm & Patty Gresimer

16th  
Patti Schneider, Karen Bucolo, Madyson Adler


& Ed Wygor

18th
Maxwell Lloyd, Ahnika Eberl & Danel Yanzuk

19th  
Alice Nelson, Mark Herrmann & Patricia Zane

20th  
Harriet Laury, Naomi Morley, David Hemsley, Jr. 

Kylie Parish & Kristin Kortonick

21st  
Benjamin Bishop

22nd  
F.C. Adams Jr., Dallas Dilks & Katelyn Kulig

23rd
Alex Baldosaro & Michele Stahlberger

24th   
Robert Crim & Ben Nolan

25th
Harley Parish, Mia Abbey & Carole Patton

26th
Rebecca Dilks

28th   
Elaine Pfeffer

29th   
Jason Brown & Alex Canale

30th
Belinda Hunter
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Our Choirs begin again…

The Senior Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 7th from 7:30 to 9:00pm in the Sanctuary. Our choir sings every Sunday during the 10am Worship Service. If you are interested in singing with us, please see Linda Dilks, (694-0090 or church office 358-0135).

The Cherub Choir invites children ages 3 thru grade 3 to sing. during the 10am Worship service on the 3rd Sunday of each month. Directed by Sandi Elliott, they rehearse during the first 15 minutes of Children’s/Junior Church.
The Handbell Choir resumes their rehearsals on Thursday 
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evenings from 7:15-8:45pm beginning Sept. 8th. Directed by Todd Chapman, they perform during the 10am Worship Service the 2nd Sunday of each month.

The Junior Chimes Choir invites youth in 3rd grade and up to join director, Todd Chapman (692-5816) every Thursday evening from 6 to 7pm for rehearsal beginning Sept. 8th. They perform every 4th Sunday of the month during the 10am Worship Service.
[image: image8.wmf]HEALTHCARE Ministries
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH HAZARDS:  INDOOR AIR POLLUTION

   Pollutants in indoor air may pose a greater threat to health than those in outdoor air. Modern school and office buildings with sealed windows lead to what is called “Sick Building Syndrome.” Indoor air pollutants may be sucked in from the outside by the ventilation system. Building maintenance workers may use solvents and other irritating chemicals that are recirculated in the air because of inadequate ventilation.  Indoor activities such as smoking, sweating, and just breathing can release air pollutants like methane, carbon dioxide, and contaminated water into a limited air supply.

   Modern construction techniques have promoted the use of materials that can give off such noxious fumes as formaldehyde from foam insulation and radon from concrete. Other materials such as asbestos, pesticides, fiberglass dust, carpet adhesives, wall insulation, plywood, and particleboard can all release dangerous airborne chemicals if they are improperly used.

   Carbon monoxide is an invisible, odorless gas that can accumulate when there is inadequate ventilation. Carbon Monoxide displaces oxygen in red blood cells, so they

can no longer deliver oxygen to the brain or other tissues.

   Inhaled particulates of asbestos lodge in the lung and can be transported to the lymph nodes, resulting in a fatal degenerative lung disease called asbestosis, and a virulent cancer called mesothelioma.  

   If air conditioners aren’t properly maintained, microbes growing on the filter can spread throughout a building.

   Indoor pollution can be created by the improper use of cleaning solvents, floor waxes, furniture polish, bathroom cleaners, and room deodorizers. Be sure to open windows and use a fan. If you use pesticides, follow the instructions carefully. Use gloves to prevent these substances from being absorbed through the skin, and don’t breathe the fumes.  Inhaling chlorine gas fumes from your bleach can result in lung damage.

   Aerosols should be used with extreme caution.  There are now products with pumps instead of sprays.

   The most difficult air pollutant to control or eliminate is tobacco smoke.  The heavier components of smoke penetrate furniture, clothing, bedding, carpets, and drapes, and cannot be completely removed.  If you are a nonsmoker, it would be wise not to tolerate smoking in your indoor environment. If you are a smoker, do your friends and family a favor and smoke outside. Better yet, quit smoking.  Children who are living with parents and grandparents who smoke have many, many more ear infections that are painful and expensive and could lead to surgery.

   Unless you have an outside job, you probably spend a lot of time indoors. Pregnant women, infants, children, people with disabilities and chronic medical conditions, and the elderly, are particularly susceptible to environmental health risks. We need to pay more attention to what we are breathing, and then try to do something about it.  The statistics show that we are in trouble.
“What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, which is in you, which you have of God, and ye are not your own?  For you are bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.”




I Corinthians 6:19-20

Bonnie Kanady, RN

The Tuesday Morning Bible Study will resume on September 13th with Dr. Charles Stanley's "Relying on the Holy Spirit." Books are $7.00 and can be obtained from Donna Stemberger. As we begin a new study, we welcome new members. This study should be good preparation for our church wide weekend in November on the Holy Spirit.
Steve and Gail Quigg
416 Red Hill Rd, Pequea, PA 17565
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          717-284-4788
captainquigg@netzero.net
         FlyingQuiggs.org          MSISafety.org

UMAviationMinistries.org
We Never Saw It Coming!!
   One of the on-going struggles across the missionary aviation world in general, and in the Congo in particular, is the scarcity and high price of aviation gasoline. The proverbial handwriting is on the wall that the stuff will disappear altogether in the not so distant future. The logical answer for our United Methodist Aviation Ministries (UMAM) operations is to buy an aircraft that uses much cheaper and more widely available jet fuel. And the logical place to put the new plane is in the North Katanga annual conference area in the Congo since that program is our best funded operation and has our most experienced turbine pilot. The Greater NJ conference is a partner conference with North Katanga, so it accepted the challenge of raising funds for the new airplane. Under the “Change for a Plane” slogan, GNJ churches have been gathering coins over the last year to give during one of the Annual Conference offerings. Because our leadership role with UMAM, we had the privilege to make a short presentation just prior to the Thursday “Change for a Plane” collection, and to liven up the proceedings, participants had been encouraged all week to stop by the “Build a Paper Airplane” table in the registration area to fashion a paper airplane for use during the offering. You should have seen the place come alive during the offering as the ushers collected the gifts and everyone rose to their feet to let loose with their flying creations, even while dropping their checks in the baskets. There were planes flying all over the place, but the total giving – get this – was over $86,000! To give it perspective, the four other offerings taken during annual conference averaged about $5,000. Wow! But to put it into an even larger perspective, the budget for the new plane is $1.6 Million (turbine aircraft are incredibly expensive in comparison to gasoline burning planes), and GNJ’s portion of the load was $100,000. Here’s where the story gets really interesting. On Saturday morning, a retired District Superintendent asked the Bishop for a moment of personal privilege. He spoke directly to the delegates, sharing how he felt the need to challenge them to complete the $20,000 lacking from GNJ’s share. He committed his own church to adding $1,000 to the total and threw down the gauntlet for others to do the same. After a bit of urging, a pastor got up and committed her church to $3,000. The Latino Ministries rep said his group would match the $800 they had just spent on a ministry celebration event. Another church committed $1,000; yet another $3,000. A pastor got up to say that she’d give $100 of her own money if there were 10 others who would match her gift – dozens got up to join her. Lines started gathering at the microphones. A life-long friend committed $500; a poor college student gave $50; church rep after church rep committed various sums – sometimes with permission from their congregation and sometimes without! People gave gifts in honor of others. The Bishop got giddy with excitement – the beat went on. The time for lunch break came and went and the lines at the microphones simply grew. For the next half hour, the Spirit continued to move in the hearts and pocketbooks of the delegates in a truly miraculous way. When it was all said and done, an additional $108,000 had been pledged for a total commitment of $195,000! If you want to experience a bit of what it was like (and trust us, you do), go to www.gnjumc.org/682, scroll most of the way down the page and click on the video segment entitled, “2011 AC June 4th: ‘Wings of the Morning’ pledges, Part 1.” You’ll probably want to watch the other segments too, but start there.
   We hope that at some point in your life you get to experience the incredible outpouring of love and bathing of the Holy Spirit we experienced at this annual conference session. Just be ready for it. We never saw it coming.

   Fritz Harz and Pastor Dave pledged $2,000 from Elmer UMC. Al-Jo Voeckler, our treasurer, has received $1,000 of that. We still need another $1,000.

   Steve Quigg and his father, Rev. Walter Quigg came to Elmer UMC when Steve was in 1st grade and stayed 17 years till Steve graduated from college. He was a missionary in the Congo during their revolution and in Nigeria before joining aviation safety where he teaches bush pilots. This plane will save many lives as it takes people for medical help and expecting mothers for safe delivery of their babies. If you would like to help purchase this plane, talk to Al-Jo. Pray for Steve and Gail Quigg and for all the money to come in soon. Each day many people die because they cannot get to the hospitals in Africa. Thank you for praying,  caring and giving!

Joan Harz

Missions Chair
“SpiriTed”
7pm Sunday, September 18th
www.spirited2011.com
An encounter filled with humor, wit, insight and music, packaged into a joyful celebration, culminating in blessed reflection. Two seasoned professionals, Janet Clazzy and Jonathan Cring,  with a heart for people & the experience to make a difference in human lives. The duo is responsible for 12 feature length films, 16 CDs and 11 books. They just finished a 297-day tour of the United States in 231 cities, 30 states, 261 performances, covering 15,000 miles.
   Janet Clazzy is the first female conductor in the state of Tennessee. Jonathan Cring is a winner of a Billboard Music Award. 
Jazz—pop-minded…with the heart of God.
The Church would like to say a special thank you to those who contributed to the Solomon Campaign.  Several members have continued to pay their pledges and donations.  Due to the many projects involved in the campaign, if you would like to complete your pledge it would gladly be accepted.  Thank you again to all who have made the projects possible.

   The following have been completed:  All the interior walls including electric of the sanctuary have been finished.  New lighting was completed in the bell choir loft and on the walls of the sanctuary for better visibility during services.  The parsonage has been completed inside and the porch is almost done. The handicapped entrance is in place. The Hangar was completed. Other minor projects were completed as the work was done. Other projects suggested in the campaign will be completed if money is available.[image: image3.emf]
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