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Date:  MARCH 2011
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   March 9 is an important day in the Christian Church.  It is the day this year that many churches begin observing the season of Lent.  Lent is the forty days (not counting Sundays) which lead up to Easter.  The origins of Lent are at least 1600 years old.  It was originally seen as a time of preparation for new believers to receive instruction before being baptized into the church on Easter Sunday.  It also was a time for those who had been separated from the church to prepare to be reconciled back into the church.  Though the meaning and practices of Lent have changed, it remains a time for self examination and spiritual renewal.  

   This year the Elmer United Methodist Church will be looking for renewal through a program called “r12”, a study of Romans, Chapter 12.  You might want to think of it as Christian spring training.  It will be a time to review some fundamentals, get input from others, and practice what we learn with each other.  In the next couple of weeks we will be challenged to make some commitments; come to our kick-off dinner on Wed. March 2, attend worship with us each Sunday from now until Easter, participate in a sharing group, and read our study guide (Living on the Edge by Chip Ingram).  There will also be some other experiences which will blend together to lead us through a very special season of growth.  
   Chip Ingram has focused his understanding of Christianity in a uniquely simple way which helps us overcome our human views of religion and frees us to allow God’s supernatural power to transform our lives and the world around us.  
   I hope you will begin this time of renewal with us by attending our kick-off dinner on March 2nd and worshipping with us each Sunday between now and Easter.  I expect all of us to experience amazing things as we go through this time together.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Dave Repenning

5:30pm R 12 Kickoff Dinner

Dinner is served!  Come to the fellowship hall, enjoy dinner, and learn about R12 as we kick off our 6 week Lenten adventure.  Let's begin this adventure together as we enjoy a home cooked meal (no covered dish required).
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Romans 12 Christian Lenten Study

Authentic Community

Listing of Small Groups

6 week study begins week of March 6

Sunday School Hour 

Young Adults – Ages 20’s-30’s
11:15am – 12:15pm 



Talk of the Town Coffee Shoppe

Led by Pat Hall

Also 5th Grade, Jr. High & Sr. High Classes

Sunday Evening


7:00 p.m.





Parsonage
 358-7491

Monday Evening


7:30 p.m.





Home of Linda & Herb Dilks





20 Philip Avenue, Franklinville





694-0090

Tuesday Evening


7:00 p.m.





Home of Harry & Bill Hunt





408 Broad Street, Elmer





358-6301

Wednesday Evening


6:30 p.m.





Elmer UMC Parlor





Childcare provided





358-0135 (Church Office)

Thursday Morning


10:00 a.m.





Home of Patti Schneider





21 Third Street, Elmer





358-0388

Thursday Evening


7:00 p.m.





Home of Jane & Dave Cooke





86 Madison Rd, Pittsgrove





358-6393





7:00pm




Home of Rich & Paula Fackler





1169 Mallard Way





Pittsgrove, NJ





358-1785

Friday 



Open

Saturday



Open

Attendance:
Early

Morning

Sunday



Service

Service

School

Feb. 6

22

118

48
Feb. 13

22

114

41
Feb. 20

20

141

44
Feb. 27

25

133

47
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School

Feb. 6

$4,885.31
$700.00

76.00
Feb. 13

$3,790.00
$636.00

$66.30
Feb. 20

$3,693.50
$381.00

$44.00
Feb. 27

$5,005.25
$790.00

$51.00
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March Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

    1st
Sherry Cooper & Robin Riddle

    2nd
Kelsey Hogan & Zackery Newkirk

    3rd
Sophia Hagen

    7th
Eva Platt, Shelly Stokes & Jane Pedrick

    8th
Ryan Chapman & Daniel Locke

    9th
Tom Daly

  10th
Nicholas Larcombe

  11th
Brenda Zeck & Rev. Alan Darby 

  15th
Pat Hall & Lonnie Riddle

  16th
Joe Stemberger & Susan Krasicki

  18th
Ross Lago

  19th
Elinor Dilks

  20th
Lisa Campbell & William Hunt

  21st
Cara Hardman, Devon Dilks & Frank Garrison, III 

  24th
Caitlin Thomas & Lynda Davis

  25th
Joanne Daly, Erin Zane & Daniel Evans

  26th
Michael Hall & Kelsey Johnson

  27th
Gary Bucolo

  28th
Eric Bramell & Frank Locke, Jr.

  29th
Bethany Darby, Kristin Dilks,

Brittany Timberman & Danielle Olinda

  30th
Jennifer Kulig, Emily and Lucas McDonald

  31st
Tricia Elliott & Chuck Greene

The Adult Fellowship will meet in the Fellowship Hall for dinner on Monday, March 7th at 6pm. Meat, rolls, dessert and beverage will be provided. Just bring MY favorite covered dish!!  Lee Sutton
The YCW Class will meet at the Elmer Diner on Tuesday, March 8th at 12:30pm.
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HEALTHCARE MINISTRIES: 
CHOLERA

   Cholera is an acute infectious disease caused by the bacterium, Vibro Cholerae, which causes watery diarrhea in humans.  This can lead to dehydration which can lead to death. The symptoms are: vomiting,  watery diarrhea that looks like rice water and is excessive, such as 10-18 liters of liquid over a 24 hour period. It also causes rapid heart rate, loss of skin elasticity, dry mucous membranes, low blood pressure, thirst, muscle cramps, restlessness, and irritability. Severe dehydration can occur four to eight

hours after the first liquid stool, with death in about 18 hours if left untreated. This is due to severe electrolyte imbalances (especially potassium and sodium) and can cause renal failure, or can stop your heart.

   Anyone who drinks or eats food that hasn’t been treated by boiling, cleaning and cooking, in areas of the world where cholera is present, is at risk for cholera or some other gastrointestinal disease. Lab work can distinguish between cholera and dysentery. Diarrhea is no fun by any name! Everyone has heard, “Don’t drink the water.” Before you travel, you should visit your doctor to get the proper oral vaccines and medications. Outbreaks occur when there are disasters--earthquakes and floods-- 

or other break downs of sanitary human waste disposal.

   There have been outbreaks of cholera in India, Iran, Vietnam, Africa, Nigeria and Haiti. Until safe water and food is available to all people, outbreaks will

continue to happen. There have been fewer cases in the US, and often involve travelers, or contaminated seafood on the border.

   The main treatment for cholera is fluid and electrolyte replacement, both oral and IV. Antibiotics are used in severe infections where dehydration has occurred. Cholera can be prevented with clean or boiled drinking water, and uncontaminated foods. Prevention is better than cure. Center for Disease Control and World Health Organization.

“Glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 1 Cor. 6:20.

Bonnie Kanady,  RN

Youth Schedule

Annual Youth Fundraising Day

Sub, Soup & Yard Sale

Friday, March 25th from 6:30-8:30

and Saturday, March 26th from 9-noon:

Youth group Fundraising Day begins on Friday night with the yard sale and ends Saturday with soup and subs.  Please support the youth groups.

Middlers

Retreat to Ocean City 
Staying at the Davis’ Ocean City home.

Fri. March 4th – Sat, March 5th
We’ll leave the church parking lot at 6pm.  Dinner on the way to the shore. There will be swimming, games, arcade, Mack and Manco’s pizza, and possibly bowling! Don’t forget your bathing suit, PJ’s, change of clothes, and Bible. We’ll return home Saturday evening.
Junior High

Gym Nights at the Hangar
5:30-7pm Sundays, March 6th, 13th & 27th
Senior High

Bible Study/Gym Nights at the Hangar

7-8:30pm Sundays, March 6th & 27th
Funplex
Sunday, March 13th
More details to follow
Retreat to the Poconos

Fri – Sun, March 18-20

Ranch Hope Bowl-a-thon

Sunday, March 20th
Meet at the Hangar at 5:30pm.

Please bring at least $30 in sponsors. 
All youth are invited to participate
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true spirituality

A New Church Discipleship Strategy based on Romans 12 + Led by Chip Ingr



Missions Report

What is FCA? It’s Fellowship of Christian Athletes. The Heart and Soul in Sports
Ministry

· In 2010, approximately 313,600 students were reached on 6,272 certified campuses active with Huddles, Team Bible Studies, Coaches Bible Studies and Chaplain Programs

· In 2010, FCA held 286 summer camps with 45,823 in attendance. Thousands of lives were transformed by outstanding competition and spiritual growth.

· In 2010 alone, FCA distributed 140,600 Bibles worldwide, bringing the total number of Bibles distributed since 2004 to 1,365,000.

Coaches Ministry


Coaches are the heart of FCA. Our role is to minister to them by encouraging and equipping them to know and serve Christ.

Campus Ministry


The Campus Ministry is initiated and led by student-athletes and coaches on junior high, high school and college campuses.

Camps Ministry


FCA Camp is a time of “inspiration and perspiration” for coaches and athletes to reach their potential by offering comprehensive athletic, spiritual and leadership training. FCA offers seven types of camps.

Sports Camps * Leadership Camps * Team Camps

Power Camps * Coaches Camps
Partnership Camps * International Camps

Community Ministry
   FCA has ministries that reach the community through partnerships with local churches, businesses, parents and volunteers as well as sport-specific ministries.

More Info?

To learn more about FCA in your area, visit fca.org and search for your local zip code. Also check the bulletin board by the church office.
Please Pray for FCA Camp Ministry

Please Send an athlete to FCA Camp this summer on scholarship. For $350 you can invest in a life.

Please Go to camp and serve as a volunteer or coach.

Submitted by Bill Hunt
Missions Committee[image: image3.emf]
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