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   It’s over: the first six months as Pastor and the first Christmas season at Elmer United Methodist Church.  Thank you to all of you who have helped support us during this time of transitions and adjustments. We also want to thank you for your thoughtfulness at Christmas with a Church gift, cards, and help with our open house.  The many events during the Christmas holidays have been fun and meaningful. I also enjoyed meeting many new faces in worship during this time.
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DAVID A. REPENNING, PASTOR

FAX:  856-358-9295           Email: elmerumc@juno.com

   The joys of the holidays were marred for us with the loss of my grandmother on December 19 and then the loss of our good friend, Mario Cavellini, in a car accident on December 30. Your patience, prayers, and concerns have meant a lot to us. These two losses have brought us back in touch with our past and shown us the bridges in time and among people where God is working and keeping us connected.  

   Our church connections have also been renewed with our return to South Jersey. We have reconnected with many old friendships and church members, remembered times in various churches and even discovered connections with people in Elmer, including some connections with Danielle’s biological family.  

   We also are amazed at how quickly things are moving in the Elmer UMC. The Hangar Committee is moving along under the leadership of our consultant, Joanne Mathers. We have formed committees to do most of the work needed and expect to present a plan to the admin-istrative council at the end of the month. These plans include the involvement of many different people in a variety of capacities. The Staff Parish Committee continues to meet with a counselor to learn new skills in working with others to guide us toward more healthy relationships. Our Evangelism Committee is getting excited about their work, and the Administrative Council is able to laugh and joke at their meetings. 

   All in all we are moving in a strong and positive direction. I will be taking some time off this month, being gone for a week of vacation and then three days at the Bishop’s convocation on ministry. As we begin the New Year let us pray together while renewing our covenant with God and our covenant as a church to work as one for the good of all people.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Dave Repenning

Attendance:
Early

Morning

Sunday

Service

Worship

School
Dec. 5

27

179

40
Dec. 12

23



33
Dec. 19

27

205

51

Dec. 26

19

161
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School

Dec. 5

$10,780.90
$764.00

$53.12
Dec. 12

$5,807.00
$1,774.00
$55.86
Dec. 19

$5,369.01
$417.00

$41.00
Dec. 26

$5,159.93
$897.00


2010 Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign
A total of $1,002.20 was received this year.  We continue to be blessed by the generosity of the Elmer community.  90% of the total collected is credited to the Elmer Service Unit, and the remaining ten percent is forwarded to the Salvation Army headquarters in Union, New Jersey.  On behalf of the Elmer Service Unit, thanks to all who helped support this ministry of the Salvation Army.

January Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

1st
Lonnie Riddle, Jr.

2nd
Barbara Repenning & Linda Amme

4th
Natalie Wulderk

5th
Jarrod McDonald

8th
Janet Hill & John Irelan

10th
Mary Lou Timberman

11th
Carolyn Wygor, Brad Yanzuk, Barbara McGill, 
Benjamin W. Timberman & Aaron Console
12th
Keira Brooks & Cheryl Bratty

13th
Emily Bucolo

15th
Robin Wildman

17th
Brody Moore

18th
Jacob Wriggins

19th
Andy Darby & Elena K. Wentz

21st
Anna Priggemeier

22nd
Cody Maurer & John Schwartz, III

24th
Andrew Repenning

25th
Rita Greene

26th
Faye Brady

30th
Gabrielle Hennessey, John Timberman,
Robin Priggemeier & David Cooke

Secret Sisters Fellowship Time

6:30pm Thursday, January 6th

Kathy Laury’s home, 400 Salem St. Elmer.

Please bring your favorite dessert & enjoy the fellowship.
Open to ALL women of the church!

The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study will begin a new study on January 4th:  “Everybody’s Normal Till You Get to Know Them” by John Ortberg.  If you’d like to join now, when we begin a new book, is a good time.  To purchase a book ($13.00), please contact Donna Stemberger, 358-2509 or dkstembug@yahoo.com. We meet each Tuesday at 6:30am at the Kountry Kitchen.
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Hill Highlights
7413 Park Drive
Houghton, NY 14744
Jim:  716-796-4468
jhill@twr.org
Roberta:  716-796-3861
rhill@twr.org
www.twr.org
Greetings from Bratislava, Slovakia!

   Yes, you read that correctly – Bratislava, Slovakia! This is where we served for almost eleven years with TWR. That is also where BERC was established and has ministered to many families since 2004. You may remember that BERC stands for Bratislava Educational Resource Center, which Roberta started at TWR’s request, to aid missionary families in Bratislava with educational needs. Just when we regretfully thought we would have to close BERC, Melanie (A BERC graduate) and her husband, Andrew, expressed the strong desire to come and continue the ministry! Please be praying for Melanie, Andrew, and Daska as they finish their schooling, raise support, and prepare to head overseas.

   Do you remember our prayer request in the previous prayer letter about discerning what God would have us do next? Well, God has answered. Recently, TWR approached me with an offer to take a newly forming position in Cary, North Carolina. Roberta and I will relocate to TWR headquarters in October. In this role, I will draw on what I have previously done through 26 years of TWR service. The position will have me working with many different TWR departments, TWR ministries, and TWR partners helping them have multiple uses for radio programs, videos, literature, etc. & enabling these items to be repurposed and redeployed greatly expanding their impact globally. I will be responsible for managing the western hemisphere involvement. Basically, I will be developing and managing a new digital warehouse, overseeing the receiving and distribution of material, as well as making sure it is properly organized and stored. Thanks for praying for us.

   What can you specifically pray for now? Four things we would appreciate prayer for: a God-directed solution about our house in Houghton – renters or buyers, the move and adjustments in North Carolina, housing there, and grace to learn all that is required in my new position.

   Being back here in Bratislava reminds me of the past ministries we have been privileged to be a part of, and yet is also testifies that the work is not done – much more needs to take place, whether through BERC or TWR or other avenues. Changes take place over the years, but one thing has not changed: people need the Lord. Thanks again for helping us serve Him, share Him and worship Him with our lives.

Serving Our Lord with You,

Jim and Roberta Hill

Submitted by
John Hathaway
Missions Committee
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HEALTHCARE MINISTRIES:
TOP TEN NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS

   New Year’s Eve has been a time for looking back to the past, and forward to the coming year. We reflect

on the changes we want or need to make and resolve to follow through on those changes. Did your 

resolutions make this top ten list?

1.  Spend more time with family and friends, and appreciate them more. Love one another. John 13:34.

2. Fit in fitness. Regular exercise has been associated with more health benefits than anything else known 
to man. Studies show it reduces the risk of some cancers, increases longevity, helps achieve and    maintain weight loss, enhances mood, lowers blood pressure, and improves arthritis. Exercise makes     you look and feel better.

3. Lose Weight.   Setting reasonable goals and staying focused are the two most important factors in     sticking with a weight loss program. Think healthy.

4. Quit smoking.  Even if you have tried to quit before and failed, don’t let it get you down. On average,     smokers try about four times before they quit for good. There is easier access to proven quit-smoking     aids.  Start enjoying the rest of your smoke-free life. There are free support services to help you quit.

5. Enjoy life more. Go out and try something new.  Try a new hobby or do something you really enjoy.

6. Quit drinking. If you have decided you want to quit drinking, there is a lot of support out there - such as AA, treatment based programs, and support groups for families of alcoholics.

7.  Get out of debt. Was money a big source of stress in your life last year?  Join the millions of Americans      who have resolved to spend this year getting a handle on their finances. It is a promise that will repay itself many times over in the year ahead.

8.  Learn something new. Perhaps you are considering a career change, want to learn a new language, or to      use your computer.  Whether you take a course or read a book, you will find education to be one of the      easiest resolutions to keep. Take responsibility for your own actions.

9.  Help others. Volunteerism can take many forms. You might choose to spend time helping out at the      library, mentoring a child, building a house, or donating to someone in need.

10. Get organized. Organization can be a reasonable goal. Whether you want your home organized enough      that you can invite someone over on a whim, or your office organized enough that you can find the      stapler when you need it, there are professional organizers who can help you reduce the clutter in your life and find peace in your home.

“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me show love; Where there is injury, pardon;  Where there is doubt, faith; Where there is despair, hope; Where there is darkness, light;

Where there is sadness, joy. Oh Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to

console; To be understood as to understand; To be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive;

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.  It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.”  
Saint Francis of Assissi.

Best wishes for a happy, healthy 2011.

Bonnie Kanady, RN

 Youth Schedule
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Middlers

Sunday, January 9th
4 – 5:30pm Gym Night at the Hangar
Bring your roller skates!!
January 23rd
4 – 5:30pm Regular Gym Night at the Hangar
JR HIGH

Sundays, January 9, 16, 23, 30

5:30-7pm Gym Nights at the Hangar
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Saturday, January 15th
Sub Sale - $6 each

Mid-Winter Retreat to Keswick – Feb. 25-27

$30 due by January 9th to hold your spot

SR HIGH

Sundays, January 9, 16, 30
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7-8:30pm Gym Nights/Bible Study at the Hangar

Sunday, January 23rd
Bowling and Bible Study

Senior High Winter Retreat to Keswick in February

More details coming
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  1705 Maple St

  Newfield, NJ 08344

  www.jimhughesministries.org
Several years ago, Reverend Jim   Hughes began to feel a deepening of God's call upon his life. The desire was to present the message of Christ's love and how we, as a church, respond to that love through a life of surrender. This came into focus with the development of dramatic sermons, musical dramas and seminars. 

The lifestyle of being crucified with Christ had always been modeled for Reverend Hughes. He grew up as a pastor's son and had the heritage of generations of deeply committed men and women as an everyday example. The decision to move into full time service spanned many years of prayer and seeking God's heart.

The focus of the ministry is to use whatever gifts God has given us to seek and save the lost and to bring Christians a fresh vision of how, through Christ, we can be the holy church He desires. Reverend Jim Hughes is a licensed minister who presents the word of God about one hundred and eighty times a year to more than twenty different denominations nationwide. Rev. Hughes has been in full time ministry since 1989. Jim is an associate member of the Francis Asbury Society. 

Are you ready for an exciting new experience? Scripture is exposed in a fresh way as Jim [image: image11.wmf]presents biblical characters, events and lifestyles through music and drama. Join us on Sunday, January 23rd during our 10am morning worship service as Jim shares his drama ministry with us.

The Elmer United Methodist Church will be sponsoring a USED Clothing Collection
We are collecting:

   Wearable and Usable Clothing (men, women & children)

   Shoes, Belts & Handbags

   Linens

   Stuffed Animals & Hard Toys

The Church will receive a donation for the total poundage that we can collect. Proceeds will benefit the Senior High Youth Group. Please put clothing items in well tied plastic bags.

All donations may be brought to the church on Saturday, January 22, 2011 by 12:00 noon. For more info or questions, please contact Patti Schneider (609-501-0351)   zwpl@aol.com. [image: image3.emf]
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