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[image: image2.wmf]Dear Friends,


   One day James and I took a walk in the woods. We were on a trail that led upward, but we weren’t quite sure where it would end. I had an idea of where we were going, but James had no clue. After a difficult walk with huffing and puffing, we stepped out of the woods to the edge of a cliff some 400 feet above the Delaware River Valley. James exclaimed, “Wow! You can see the whole world from here!” We had reached the high point of our walk, a view of miles of river, valley, and mountains. 
   Easter is the high point of our Christian year. This year in particular, I am excited with anticipation of what we will see. We have had a difficult road to travel over the last several years. That is my personal experience and I believe our congregation’s experience. Yet I see signs of the coming view. Like Jesus’ journey to Easter, this year we have been journeying toward an awesome resurrection/Easter experience.  

   Though we haven’t seen rapid movement, things are slowly growing beneath the surface. Some of us are learning different ways of seeing those around us. The Hangar is slowly returning to a place of programs for youth and the community. Our sanctuary renovations have been completed. The choirs, drama groups, and youth groups are progressing. Each week we meet new people in worship and our Romans 12 groups (80 participants) are moving through a learning process about true spirituality.

   All of this takes time and patience. We can’t grow and develop relationships overnight. Many have expressed frustration about not having seen the instant miracles they wanted. But things are changing and like spring’s flowers in the ground, our spirits are growing and getting ready to break forth when the right time is really here.    

   Easter celebrates our belief that Jesus’ death was a victory, not a defeat. Easter celebrates that nothing can keep us down when God’s power is at work in our lives.

I pray that we will all be together when the new things happen, when miracles burst forth from what seems to be cold hard ground. Easter challenges us to believe something good is going to happen, something great is about to appear, we are about to reach a new height. May God continue to equip us with faith to believe in God’s powerful hands moving in our lives, even when we cannot see them.   







Yours in Christ,

Pastor Dave Repenning
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DAVID REPENNING, PASTOR

FAX:  856-358-9295           Email: elmerumc@juno.com

Holy Week Services

Holy Thursday – April 21st
7:30pm Community
Communion Service

Elmer Presbyterian Church

Good Friday -  April 22nd
12 Noon - 3:00pm

"Seven Last Words of Christ"

Elmer United Methodist Church

Easter Sunday - April 24th
6:30am Easter Sunrise Service

Home of Joan and Fritz Harz

Remember to bring your lawn chairs

Breakfast will follow at our Church
8:30am Early Morning Service

10:00am Worship Service

11:15am Sunday School

Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School

Mar. 6

18

154

47
Mar. 13

22



50
Mar. 20

20

186

60
Mar. 27

13

151

57
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School
Mar. 6

$4,200.00
$931.00

$28.00
Mar. 13

$4,045.45
$513.00

$58.00
Mar. 20

$4,025.00
$609.00

$70.20
Mar. 27

$4,938.50
$1,008.00
$43.10
Come Walk with Me
Through the Passion and Resurrection of Christ

By Pepper Choplin

4:00pm Palm Sunday, April 17, 2011

   Come Walk with Me is truly a work of soul-stirring music for the most sacred moments in history. It is a fresh and dramatic setting of the Passion story that retraces Christ’s path during His last days in human form. Expressions of frustrations and fears or observations of some who witnessed or participated in Christ’s final steps are shared. 

   An incredible mix of styles that range from classical to Appalachian, bluegrass, and Celtic folk idioms make up this meaningful work

 We invite you to take this walk with us on Palm Sunday, April 17th at 4:00pm and then to continue the journey into the world, telling the story with our lives. A covered dish supper will follow our cantata service.  We would love to have you join us.
Confirmation Classes will begin shortly after Easter.  If you are in the 7th grade and interested in becoming a member of our church, please see Pastor Dave.

The Adult Fellowship will meet at the church to go out to dinner on Monday, April 4th at 5pm.
The YCW Class will meet for lunch and a meeting at Dodge’s Market on Tuesday, April 12th at 12:30pm.
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Easter Egg Hunt

10am Saturday, April 23rd
We would appreciate donations of small wrapped candy, small toys, stickers, etc. that can be used as “egg stuffers.” Please leave them in the basket in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you

EASTER BAKE SALE

Banana Bread (plain) $6.00

Banana Bread w/Walnuts & Raisins $7.00

[image: image5.wmf]Coconut Muffins (1/2 Doz) $7.00

(One batch = 6 muffins)

(May only be ordered by the batch)
If paying by check please make payable to the following: *EUMC Music Fund*  Please return order form and money to any HandBell or Senior Choir Member
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Easter 2011Dedications


Help us beautify the sanctuary as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection! Lillies may be purchased in honor of or in memory of a friend, family member or loved one. If you wish to do so, please call Lynda Davis (358-3801) $6.50 each. Checks may be made out to Elmer UMC.
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We will be blossoming the Cross for Easter Sunday morning again this year.  If you have flowers in your yard that you can bring with you that morning we would appreciate your contribution.

[image: image8.wmf]HEALTHCARE MINISTRIES
PRENATAL CARE

     During spring time we are thinking about new life among God’s creatures: birds, squirrels, rabbits, and even flowers.  It is exciting when a new baby visits the church service. It is good to take care of your health before you are pregnant  so you and the baby will be healthy. It is important to consider what you are planning. 

   The five most important things you can do before becoming pregnant are:

1.  Take 400 mcg or 0.4 mg of folic acid every day for at least 3 months before getting pregnant to lower your risk of some birth defects of the brain and spine.

2.  Stop smoking and drinking alcohol. 

3.  If you have a medical condition, be sure it is under 
control. Some medical conditions are asthma, depression, high blood pressure, obesity, thyroid or epilepsy. Be sure

your vaccinations are up to date.

4.  Talk to your doctor about any over-the-counter and prescription medications you are using, including dietary or herbal supplements. Some medicines are not safe during

pregnancy. Stopping medicines that you need can also be harmful.

5.  Avoid contact with toxic substances or materials at work or home that could be harmful. Stay away from chemicals and cat or rodent feces.

   If you are pregnant you need to get early and regular prenatal care. Doctors can spot health problems when they see mothers regularly. Aside from the above five most important to-do’s before pregnancy, you can add the following: Avoid x-rays. Get a flu shot. Don’t eat fish 

with mercury such as swordfish, king mackerel or shark.  Gain a healthy amount of weight. Your doctor can tell you how much weight gain you should aim for during your pregnancy.

Eat a variety of healthy foods: fruits, vegetables, whole grains, calcium-rich foods and foods low in saturated fat. Drink plenty of fluids. Get all the nutrients you need each day including iron. Talk to your doctor about your activity level. Don’t take very hot baths or use hot tubs or saunas. Get plenty of sleep and find ways to control stress. Get informed by reading books, watching videos, going to a childbirth class. Ask your doctor about childbirth classes

for you and your partner. Talk to experienced mothers.  Changing hormone levels can be very upsetting. Stay away from chemicals like insecticides, solvents, lead, mercury, and paint. If you have a cat, ask your doctor about toxoplasmosis. It is caused by a parasite sometimes found

in cat feces. If not treated, toxoplasmosis can cause birth defects. Avoid litter boxes and wear gloves when gardening. Avoid contact with rodents, (including pets) with their urine, droppings, or nesting material. Rodents can carry a virus that can be harmful or deadly to your unborn baby. Wash your hands frequently. Stay away from secondhand smoke.

   During prenatal visits, your doctor will likely ask about your health history, ask about your family’s health history, do a complete physical exam including a pelvic exam and PAP test, take your blood and urine for lab work, check your blood pressure, height and weight, calculate your due date, and answer your questions. Later he/she will measure your weight gain, measure your abdomen to check your baby’s growth, check your blood pressure, and check the baby’s heart rate. You may see your doctor (or other provider) about once a month for weeks 4-28, twice a month for weeks 28-36, weekly for weeks 36 to birth. You will need to communicate any problems to your doctor.  This might be an OB/GYN, family practice, a certified midwife, or other health professional. 

“Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.”  Mark 10:14.
Bonnie Kanady, RN

Secret Sisters will be holding a get together at the home of Patti Schneider on Friday, April 8th beginning at 6:30 pm.  Come in your PJ's, come hungry, and come ready to enjoy the fellowship.  We will be watching the movie "Like Dandelion Dust," which was a major motion picture first released in theaters and based on a novel by Karen Kingsbury.  All women of the church are welcome, even if you are not a part of Secret Sisters.  Please sign up on the down stairs bulletin board if you think you might be able to attend so Patti has an idea how much to prepare.

MISSION TRIP

The mission team is planning a trip to Kentucky this year from Aug. 14-20, 2011.  The team would like to open the trip to the church family. No previous experience needed.  Those with skills are encouraged to join us. Please contact Sandi Elliott if you are interested. Home: 358-0452, Cell: 609-685-7710, Email: robertelliott@comcast.net
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April Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

1st
Jaime Pitman & Madaline Hasher

4th
TJ Laury

8th
Heidi Priggemeier & Jesse Stemberger

9th
Ian Abbey  

11th
Christina Richards

14th
Arlinda Saul

15th
Jenna Filippoli & Evelyn Becker

16th
Herb Dilks

17th
Toby Irelan

18th
Taylor Brown & Robert Moore, III

19th
Bonnie Bishop, Rebecca Hardman
& Benjamin B. Timberman

21st
Thomas Masters
& Beverly Darby

23rd
Delaney Dilks, Karen Both & Ashton Mottola

24th
Catharine Wildman Parsons & Cheryl Yago

25th
Connor Richards, Shawn Olinda & Charlie Olinda

26th
Fletcher Nelson & Alecia Phillips Anderson

28th
Hannah Hitchner, Sam Walker & Patrick Fisher, Jr.

29th
John Timberman
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Missions Report

Handi* Vangelism International
   Our church sends financial support to Handi* Vangelism International. We support Mark and Jodie Amey and Paul and Beverly Lehto, missionaries with H*VMI. H*VMI, a ministry of compassion, exists to share the love of the Lord Jesus Christ and equip the church to share His love with people around the world -  people who have disabilities, medical or mental health challenges or broken hearts so that they may become growing and serving members of the body of Christ. H*VMI began in 1973 with a staff of two and now has more than thirty full-time individuals and scores of volunteers {one is a member of our own congregation}. H*VMI started under the umbrella of another mission agency and now exists as an independent, 501(c)(3) non-profit, faith-based organization. One of their outreaches we are most familiar with in our area is a camp held at Malaga Camp Grounds in June for adults with disabilities.

   Mark works full time for H*VMI. He keeps busy by visiting campers throughout the year and holding Bible studies for them. He asks for prayer that he will be able to share Jesus lovingly so that others may come to know the joy of forgiveness and have a right relationship with Him. Also, that he use his whole body, all his strength, time and talents for the Glory of God.

   Jodie works part time with H*VMI. She also works at the Regional Day School of Mannington, job sharing in the nurse’s office with me lovingly caring for our students. She also spends time mentoring Esther, and helps at group meetings in Elwyn, Melmart, and Glassboro. Other prayer requests are that H*VMI will find a permanent address {presently located in Akron PA}, and that a new nurse manager will be found for summer camp 2011 and beyond.  

   H*VMI offers many seminars throughout the year on such topics as grief, divorce, and bipolar issues. They will be sponsoring a Christian concert on October 1. Singer, songwriter, and author, Michael Card, who wrote the popular song sung by Amy Grant “El Shaddai,” will be there. Also, a golf tournament is planned for September 26 at Centerton Golf Course. Let Ben Laury know if you’re interested in playing. For further info on H*VMI, visit their site at www.hvmi.org.
Submitted by Kathy Laury
Missions Committee
Youth Activities

Middler Gym Night
4-5:30pm Sunday, April 3rd
Junior High Gym Nights at the Hangar:
5:30-7pm Sundays, April 3rd and 10th
Senior High Gym Nights at the Hangar

7-8:30pm Sundays, April 3rd and 10th
Sr High Sleep Over at Malaga Camp w/Mission Project
7pm Friday – Saturday, April 15-16th (Tentative)
Mission Project on Saturday from 9:30am – 2:30pm

Sr. High Funplex

Sunday, April 17th after 4pm Easter Cantata and Covered Dish Dinner (details to follow)

Easter Egg Hunt Set Up

10-11am Saturday, April 23rd
We could use your help hiding the eggs.
DINNER THEATER

“The Desperate Housewives of Bear Creek County”

6:30pm April 30 and May 1st at Malaga Camp[image: image3.emf]
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