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SEPTEMBER  2010
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   A week or so ago, Dave Zeck came over to the parsonage with his back hoe and helped me dig up some runaway growth.  It started with a mulberry tree and a stump.  We soon discovered many more trees, which were small and seemed like they could be pulled by hand.  Under the surface were huge trunks with deep, strong roots.  Later folks told me about playing in this “jungle” when they were little kids.   These were not just weeds ignored for a year or two; they were long established plants running wild all over the place.  We even dug up a stone from the 1860’s.  

   In addition to things I wanted to get rid of, there are many different varieties of vines, old flowers, and trees that show love and care from the past with great potential for the future.  As I work on the garden and start to reshape it, I find myself building on the past, using gifts from other places, adding my own contributions and benefiting from advice and experiences of folks in Elmer.  

   All of this is becoming for me a metaphor of this church.  I have looked at things going on with my newcomer eyes.  I see things on the surface that could easily be changed.  I also keep reminding myself that like the trees in the garden, these things have long histories, and deep roots. There is also much beauty with great meaning from the past, and so much potential for what we will be in the years to come.  

   As the seasons progress I expect to see more of the richness of this church.  What is most important is that I not destroy everything by digging it up and discarding it before I know the fullness of what we have and who we are.  Dave’s back hoe saved me months of hard work.  Without caution and his gentle touch, it could also have caused much damage.  

   I am reminded of the story Jesus told of the man who planted wheat in a field.  That night someone snuck into the field and also planted weeds.  When the weeds and the wheat sprouted, the servants were going to pull up all the weeds.  The man said to wait, so they wouldn’t destroy the wheat at the same time.  He waited for the harvest season and then separated the wheat from the weeds.  

   I pray for patience to wait for the best time before we make changes to our church at the risk of destroying something very valuable.  I also pray that as we grow together we will be able to discern the fruitful ministries from the non productive ministries.  May we, grow, develop, root out, and build up until we see the fulfillment of God’s calling for us as individuals and a church community.

Yours in Christ

Pastor Dave Repenning

Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School

July 4



90

25
July 11

17

173


July 18

19

131


July 25

26

109

19
Stewardship:
Church

Missions

S.School

July 4

$2,904.00
$540.00

$22.00
July 11

$3,101.60
$511.00


July 18

$4,645.01
$1,054.00

[image: image1.wmf]Elmer United Methodist Church

CHURCH OFFICE AND PETER'S PANTRY - 358-0135

DAVID REPENNING, PASTOR

FAX:  856-358-9295           Email: elmerumc@juno.com

July 25

$4,646.50
$1,055.00
$60.00
Total monthly amount needed
     $20,400.00
Total received for the month of July:
     $15,297.11
Total deficit for July:

     $ -5,102.89
Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School
Aug. 1



79


Aug. 8

16

94



Aug. 15

22


Aug. 22

18

89
Aug. 29

16

84


Stewardship:
Church

Missions

S.School
Aug. 1

$3,904.64
$1,073.00

Aug. 8

$3,763.00
$   733.00
Aug. 15

$3,475.00
$   535.00
Aug. 22

$4,029.03
$   765.00
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Aug. 29

$3,948.50
$   738.00
Total monthly amount needed
     $20,400.00
Total received for the month of August:
     $19,120.17
Total deficit for August:

     $ -1,279.83
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Please Mark Your Calendars!!

Church/Charge Conference 

7:00pm Sunday, October 3rd

SPR Committee meets at 6:00pm
Youth Schedule
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Senior High Youth

Ocean City Weekend

September 10-12, 2010

See Pastor Dave ASAP if you are

Interested in going!!
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ANNUAL ALL YOUTH GROUP KICKOFF

FOR ST. JUDE’S RESEARCH HOSPITAL

12:30pm Sunday, September 19th

Bring your bike and gather in the church parking lot. We will bicycle out to the Bucolo’s for lunch, swimming, and volleyball. We will ride back to the church for a total of 10 miles. Sponsor sheets are available on the downstairs bulletin board. Families are encouraged to participate. We will be back at the church about 3:30pm. Any questions, please contact Donna Stemberger at 358-2509 or dkstembug@yahoo.com. 

September Birthdays

Happy Birthday to All!!
2nd
Lisa Hardman & Erin Jenkins

3rd 
Miriam Gibson, Christie Willoughby 

& Will Rodriguez

5th  
Leah Bucolo

7th  
Jean Bishop & Charles Volkmar

9th  
Don Carll, Steve Richards & Jeremy Theopulos

10th
Benjamin G. Nolan & Carter Nelson

12th
Peggy Parish

13th  
Beth Timberman & Gayle Johnson

14th  
Charmaine Sutton

15th  
Betty Garrison, Lynn Boehm & Patty Gresimer

16th  
Patti Schneider, Karen Bucolo, Madyson Adler


& Ed Wygor

18th
Maxwell Lloyd, Ahnika Eberl & Danel Yanzuk

19th  
Alice Nelson, Mark Herrmann & Patricia Zane

20th  
Harriet Laury, Naomi Morley & Kristin Kortonick

21st  
Benjamin Bishop

22nd  
F.C. Adams Jr., Dallas Dilks & Katelyn Kulig

23rd
Alex Baldosaro & Michele Stahlberger

24th   
Robert Crim & Ben Nolan

25th
Harley Parish, Mia Abbey & Carole Patton

26th
Rebecca Dilks

28th   
Elaine Pfeffer & Kylie Parish

29th   
Jason Brown & Alex Canale

30th
Belinda Hunter

Where is Sunday School in your children’s lives?

   As parents, we work hard to provide our children with any number of lessons to help them develop their talents in music, art, dance, sports and more. We want them to have all the experiences we may not have had and opportunities that we hope will enhance their young lives.

   We worry about whether our children are accepted by their peers, if they have enough friends and if they are popular. We pierce their ears, cover their teeth with braces and buy them the latest fashions. We see to it that they are plugged in and attached to every piece of electronic equipment available. We even spring for tutors so they can up their SAT scores. So while our children look put together, have we done our best to take care of their total being?

   Oh sure, we feed them nourishing food, give them vitamins and see to all the necessary medical check-ups; after all, we are caring parents. We try to teach them right from wrong, to have good manners and to be respectful.  While we think we have covered all the bases, our children are facing, on a daily basis, a world filled with anger, hatred, (explicit often incorrect) sexual information, opportunities for temptation and a myriad of other negative influences.  But how do we help our children to lay the groundwork to build their character? How do we equip them to resist temptation, to be secure in their belief of right and wrong, and to have faith in themselves and others?  How do we prepare them to be able to discern a healthy spiritual community from a cult? Is the power within our family strong enough to outfit our children with the needed resources to grow and mature in order to defend themselves from the negative aspects of the world in which they live?

   In today’s world children spend less time at home than they do in other places.  It is a comfort to know that in at least one of those locations we can provide a community of love and support without the fear of judgment, harassment, sexual innuendo, mean spiritedness and excessive competition. Membership in a spiritual community among one’s peers provides the opportunities to learn and practice compassion, tolerance, forgiveness, patience and the confidences that add to the building of character.

   Studies show that while many young people, ages 18-35, leave the church for one reason or another, they often return if they attended Sunday School during their formative years. The reasons cited were memories of the good feelings regarding the classes, friendships with other children, a sense of belonging and the observance of religious holidays. 

   Where is Sunday School in your children’s lives?

By Jean Dale, Chairperson

Asbury Methodist Church, Woodstown, NJ

Submitted by Leah Bucolo
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Bible Studies Resume
The Young Adult Fellowship meets every Monday evening at Leah & John Bucolo’s (479 Olivet Rd, PIttsgrove) at 7:30pm. Young people out of high school are invited to come.
The Tuesday Morning Women's Bible Study will resume on September 21st at 6:30 am at the Kountry Kitchen. We will be using the book “Influence Living a Contagious Life.” For a book or for more info, see Donna Stemberger, 358-2509 - dkstembug@yahoo.com. We welcome you to join us as we study leaders in the Bible, their influence, and learn how we can follow their examples.
 

The Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets at the Kountry Kitchen every Wednesday morning from 6 to 7am.
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Our Choirs begin again…

The Senior Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 8th from 7:30 to 9:00pm in the Sanctuary. Our choir sings every Sunday during the 10am Worship Service. If you are interested in singing with us, please see Linda Dilks, (694-0090).

The Junior Choir invites youth in grades 3 thru 8 to join!! Director, Rebecca Dilks, (856-503-8028) will hold rehearsal on Tuesdays beginning Sept. 1st from 7 to 8pm. They sing during the 10am Worship Service on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month.

The Cherub Choir invites children ages 3 thru grade 3 to sing. during the 10am Worship service on the 3rd Sunday of each month. Directed by Sandi Elliott, they rehearse during the first 15 minutes of Children’s/Junior Church.
The Handbell Choir resumes their rehearsals on Tuesday 

[image: image9.wmf]evenings from 7-8:30pm beginning Sept. 7th. Directed by Todd Chapman, (692-5816) they perform during the 10am Worship Service the 2nd Sunday of each month.

[image: image10.wmf]The Junior Chimes Choir invites youth in 3rd grade and up to join director, Todd Chapman (692-5816) every Tuesday evening from 6 to 7pm. They perform every 4th Sunday of the month during the 10am Worship Service.
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Lowell and Claudia Wertz
PO Box 1344, Kigoma, Tanzania
Dear Friends,

   For many years Claudia had a sign on her shortwave radio used to keep track of me while I was flying. It had a thunderbolt and said, “The Lord never panics.”

   Storms are a part of life. Pilots are taught to keep the big weather picture in mind as it helps to make it possible to deal safely with storms.

   Understanding God’s big picture helps us find our way. Missions is God’s answer for a world full of hurt and for lost humanity. It is God’s action program based on His most important value – His love for people. Missions is His priority. It is our holy work. It is the purpose of the church and it is to be the center of the agenda.

   Doing missions is more than meeting a divine obligation. God calls us to missions to bless us and others. If we ignore missions, we will miss those blessings. Apathy will gut our faith and detach us from God’s program to love all people. We will be in danger of losing our way. God wants the very best for us. Missions is the fun part of the church!  Mission work, done in God’s love, reveals God to us in new ways, and brings freedom from the tyranny of self.

   Missions is even more. It is God calling us to change the world. With His help, we can do exactly that. Every Christian is to be an agent of change. What happens “over there” depends on us – right here, right now. God has put into our hands the ability to change lives and destinies. This is much more than a “do good” philosophy. We live for Christ. We are all called to the work of making missions succeed. Whether we are a missionary or not.
   If there are storms to be weathered, let us make sure the journey is God’s important one. Since problems will come, let them come for the right reason. Let us bring to Jesus our commitment to His mission work, just as He asks. Let us do the hard work, the difficult things, so His salvation may reach the ends of the world.

Love,

Lowell & Claudia

Submitted by Joan Harz,
Missions Chair

Extra!!
Extra!!

Read All About It!!

The Hangar has a brand

new schedule!!

Beginning September 7, 2010

While we will continue our Monday-Tuesday-Thursday after school schedule, we have added a Sr. High Bible Study, a Jr. High Night, a Ladies Bible Study, Mini-missions and more.  Grab a new calendar in the back of the sanctuary and come and join us!! Peggy is ALWAYS looking for adult volunteers.  Give her a call at 856-558-1800.
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HEALTHCARE Ministries
HEADACHES

   I doubt that I could find anyone who has never had a headache. Headaches are a common affliction for most of us, ranging from everyday tension headaches to migraines. A headache is defined as pain in the head or upper neck. It can be located above the eyes or ears, behind the head, or in the back of the upper neck. There are two types of headaches: primary headaches and secondary headaches. Primary headaches are not caused by other diseases. Examples are:  migraine headaches, tension headaches, and cluster headaches. Secondary headaches are caused by diseases such as brain tumors, strokes, meningitis, hemorrhages in the brain, caffeine withdrawal, or discontinuation of analgesics. Cranial neuralgias of the trigeminal nerve can cause intermittent shooting pain in the face.

   Tension headaches come from stress or fatigue. Migraines cause pain on one or both sides of the head, and cause an upset stomach and vision problems. Cluster headaches can be a result of high blood pressure. They can come and go in a day. 85% of cluster headache sufferers are men 28-30 years of age, but they affect only 0.1% of the population. Hormonal headaches tend to be associated with menstrual or pre-menstrual situations, pregnancy or oral contraceptives. Vertebrae that are out of alignment can cause headaches and may be relieved by a chiropractor.

   You should see your doctor if you get three or more headaches a month, or if a headache brings confusion, dizziness, shortness of breath, loss of vision, slurred speech or numbness. You should see a doctor if you get a sudden headache with a stiff neck, fever, convulsion or

if you lose consciousness, or you develop a headache after being hit on the head.

   Pay attention to your symptoms so you can describe your condition as accurately as possible. What is your headache location, duration, and character?  Is it dull, sharp or throbbing?

   Migraines can be triggered by some foods, or by the weather (the barometer is falling), stress or hormonal changes.

   Keep a diary so you can have a better idea of the causes. Avoid foods that you know prompt headaches. Take breaks during the day to control stress. Don’t skip meals. Get regular exercise. Get regular amounts of sleep. Hot packs or ice packs or steam can be relaxing and relieve the pain. You might require medications specific for your condition.

“Casting all your care upon Him for He cares for you.”   I Peter 5:7

Bonnie Kanady, RN

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP SUB SALE

Saturday, September 18, 2010  $6.00 each
Pick Up Between 10:30am – 11:30pm at the Church

Contact Joanne Daly: trdandjcd@comcast.net/ 856-358-8826.

NEEDED: Men & Boys Shoes!
Any Size!
Aldine UMC is collecting shoes for the seasonal workers returning to their homeland . Please leave your donation of shoes on the porch of the Parsonage next door to the church by Monday, September 6th.  Thank you.[image: image3.emf]
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