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Peace
Hope

Joy

Love

   These are the words most often associated with the four candles on the Advent wreath. As we approach Christmas, I will be speaking about these words and how our Christian preparation for Christmas calls us to respond differently than many of our cultural traditions.

   Our faith calls us to be still and ponder these things in our hearts; culture calls for business, bright lights, and loud music.  Our faith calls us to be concerned for those who are in need; culture calls us to spend on ourselves and those close to us.  Faith calls to look for one who is coming; culture calls us to look at ourselves and our desires.

   The blessing is that we live in a culture that acknowledges the birth of Christ and the church as being part of the culture.  This gives us a unique opportunity to share our faith experience with others, and to touch unbelieving hearts with the Good News of Christ.  Simple things like sharing a faith story, singing a hymn, or saying Merry Christmas to someone you don’t know may change a heart this year. Our joyful celebration may brighten a miserable soul today.  

PEACE - A sense of contentment with whatever is going on around us.

HOPE - The knowledge that with Christ, we will make this world a better place.

JOY - Rejoicing in God’s love for you and all people.

LOVE - Being filled with God’s Spirit that enables us to love the unlovable, even as God loves us.
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   As we go through the weeks of preparation for Christmas, take time to meditate on the above words and the scriptures we will share with the words.   Remember them when you have a particularly stressful time. Let God’s Peace, Hope, Joy and Love help you overcome the trials of the world, and may you be filled and blessed this season. 

Merry Christmas,

Pastor Dave Repenning
Attendance:
Early

Morning

Sunday

Service

Worship

School
Nov. 7

22

145

50

Nov. 14

21

127

52
Nov. 21

24



40
Nov. 28

32

137


Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School

Nov. 7

$4,416.79
$600.00

$67.46
Nov. 14

$3,654.90
$271.00

$42.66
Nov. 21

$5,977.51
$989.00

$53.12
Nov. 28

$3,815.00
$579.00

$
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December Birthdays 
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Happy Birthday to All!!

2nd
Frank Locke

3rd
Paul Eller, IV, Justine Fox & Melissa Greene

4th
Danielle Repenning

5th  
Rachel Larcombe
6th  
Fritz Harz

7th
Amy Garrison, Jean Allen & Madison Morgan

8th
Jen Bucolo

9th  
Heather Layton & Jim Shimp

10th 
Katelyn Dilks

11th
Alexis Richards & Tiffany Daniels

12th 
Marsha Lewis

15th  
John Bucolo
16th  
Wyatt Schneider, Gust Theopulos & Chase Miller

17th
Alice Nelson

21st  
Stacy Garrison & Stephen Locke

23rd
Shannon Hall

24th  
Harry Platt, Jr. & Ed Bucholski

26th
Kevin Hill

29th  
Ike Zane

30th  
Jennifer Lloyd & Jacklyn Wriggins

31st   
Linda Bramell
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Lynda Davis will be in the chapel on Sundays, Dec. 5 & 12 to take your order for poinsettias. They may be placed on the altar for Christmas to the Glory of God and in loving memory or in honor of a loved one. $6.50 each.
[image: image8.wmf]Annual Church Wide Christmas Caroling

6:30pm Wednesday, Dec. 22nd

A hayride around town - so bundle up!! Don’t forget to invite a friend! Refreshments afterwards!!
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Services

Friday, December 24, 2010

7:30 and 11pm

New Year’s Eve Watchnight Service

11:15pm  Friday, December 31, 2010
Fellowships
The Adult Fellowship will meet on Monday, December 6th at 6pm at the home of Jean Bishop for a covered dish supper.  Dessert will be provided.  Please bring a White Elephant gift.

The YCW Class will meet at 5:30pm on Wednesday, December 15th  at The Bistro for dinner.  After dinner they will go to the home of Harriet Laury for their Christmas party.  Please bring 3 unwrapped gifts for games.
Boomer’s Annual Traveling Supper
Sunday, January 2nd beginning at 3:00pm

If you are interested in hosting a course, please contact Donna Stemberger 358-2509. Courses are:  Appetizers, Soup, Salad, Fruit Cup/Fondue, Main Course, and Dessert.
Elmer UMC Drama Ministries

Is proud to present

“Dr. Newheart’s Christmas Cure”

A Youth Christmas Musical to be held at the Elmer Grange Hall on Saturday and Sunday, December 11th and 12th beginning at 7:00pm. Refreshments afterwards!
“Night of the Father’s Love”

By Pepper Choplin
4:00pm Sunday, December 19th
   The night of the Father’s love…the night the ancient prophecies were fulfilled; the night of the angelic announcement of the birth as the star shone brightly above, leading others to witness this incredible gift of love from God in human form – Jesus, the babe.
[image: image10.wmf]   All of the mystery, the awe, and the palpable excitement of that night are imaginatively captured in a Christmas mosaic that combines fragments of the familiar with Pepper Choplin’s always-unique perspective in word and music.  From the rhythmic pulse of The Coming of the Lord to the joyful strains of Christ is Born, Nowell, Night of the Father’s Love skillfully guides us through the Christmas story, as though hearing it again for the first time. The narrators interject with familiar scripture passages and reflections, while an intriguing array of musical styles beautifully express the essence of Christmas: the gift of the Father’s love.
   Our hope is that you will enjoy a seasonal worship experience that will both captivate and reassure all of us that, indeed, Christ is born! Now all is well! Christ is born, Nowell! Nowell!  Please join us as all of our choirs participate in our cantata service on Sunday, December 19th at 4pm followed by a covered dish supper.
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Corky & Georgie Eddins
703-207-0662

Corky@EpicAssociates.org
Serving with the Navigators
Dear Friends,

Change is again the buzz word in Washington, DC after the mid-term elections. “We the people” spoke through our votes, resulting in over 100 new Members of Congress coming to Capitol Hill this week for Freshmen Orientation. I hope to meet many of these men and women in the weeks ahead – please pray for open doors and open hearts (Col 4: 2-6). Several friends were not re-elected, and I want to spiritually encourage them during this difficult transition.

   In late August, Georgie and I traveled to Romania and spoke to 90 full-time staff and friends celebrating the 20th Anniversary of Alege Viata (Campus Crusade in Romania). We labored among these dear people for 14 years, and it was a privilege to see and hear how the Gospel is advancing in that land. Our friends were especially interested to hear stories about how we ministered underground from 1978-1990 in atheistic, communist Romania. How wonderful to recall God’s faithfulness.

   One Sunday we worshipped at Munich International Community Church, which began in 1984 out of a Bible study in our home. We were pleased to join with 151 worshippers of different nationalities, to meet people who had come to Christ through the church, and hear of others who are on the mission field now.  Another testimony to God’s faithfulness!

   Another joy was visiting with Dr. Rudi Rudelstorfer and his wife, Micki. We first met these dear friends in Vienna, and two years later we had the joy of praying with them when they received Christ. Rudi is an ob-gyn doctor and Micki is a lab technician, and they work together in his practice in Austria to serve and show the love of Christ to women.

   Georgie and I were overwhelmed with the expressions of gratitude and love we received on this trip. People are loving and serving our Lord in Romania, Germany and Austria because we stepped out in faith…and because friends like you partnered with us financially and in prayer. So on behalf of those in this letter and many others:  Thank You! And together we can thank God for His faithfulness at this season of Thanksgiving and every day.

Thanking God for you,

Corky
Submitted by Joan Harz,

Missions Chair
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Peter’s Pantry will sponsor a mitten tree again this year.  Feel free to bring in cold weather items like socks, mittens, hats, and scarves to put on the tree in the Fellowship Hall. They will be distributed through Peter’s Pantry and wherever needed. Thank you

Sunday School News

A New Post-High School

Sunday School Class

   We are happy to offer a new Sunday school class for high school graduates. Whether you are college or career-bound, this class will offer something for you. The Bible is full of “how-to’s” when you’re just starting out in your young adult life. Come and discover God’s plan for your life. Mrs. Pat Hall is a wonderful teacher, full of energy and a love and knowledge of God and His word.  The class will meet in the Chapel during Sunday school time (after church to 12:15pm). We look forward to seeing you there.

Peggy Canale

Sunday School Superintendent

The Sunday School/Children’s Church is in need of juices and snacks and we will be asking for craft items as the needs arise.  We thank you for the support you give to allow us to try new ventures to grow our youth!  There will be a basket in the vestibule for donated items.

Again, thank you

Children’s Church/Sunday School teachers
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What Child is This?
   Join us in the Chapel on Dec. 26th following the 10 o’clock service (during usual Sunday School time) for a presentation of the traditional Christmas story of Christ’s birth. The Sunday school children will be re-enacting the events leading up to the birth as told in the gospel of Luke. Following will be a light lunch in the fellowship Hall.

Youth News
Middler Fundraiser

Check out the “All in One Bucket” and sign up on the downstairs bulletin board to order one. They are only $25.00 and proceeds will benefit the Middler youth group.  Good Christmas gift idea – ideal for gardening, hauling items to a barbecue or the beach, car washing, carrying firewood, etc.  Orders must be in by Dec. 3rd. 

The Middler Sub Sale is Saturday, December 18th. Pick up time is 10:30 to 11:30am. Be sure to order yours!! $6.00 each!!  The money will go towards our retreat in March.
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Free Christmas Gift Wrapping will be available from 11am to 1pm on Saturday, Dec. 18th in the Fellowship Hall.  If you’d like to donate wrapping paper or other supplies needed to wrap gifts, please place them in the box in the back of the sanctuary 

Sr. High Fundraiser:  December 16th
The Uno Chicago Grill on Route 41 in Deptford will donate 20% of the bill when you eat there on Dec. 16th to the Elmer UMC Sr. High Retreat fund.  See Ed Pitman for tickets!!
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MOLD RELATED ILLNESS

   Mold is an extremely toxic substance caused by trapped moisture in walls and floors. As mold spreads, it gives off spores, which can enter the body and make you sick. 
Mold is defined as a fuzzy coating due to growth of a fungus on the surface of decaying vegetable matter or on non-organic objects including any one of a group of 

parasitic fungi that cause mold, such as black mold, or blue and green mold. Penicillin was discovered in the blue and green mold. There are hundreds of species of mold that can be tested in the lab if necessary.
   Short term and beginning stages of mold sickness can look like a basic cold or an allergy attack. Mold acts as an irritant in small doses. Early symptoms include sneezing, itchy skin, headache, watery and itching eyes and skin irritation.

   If you are in an area that has been contaminated by mold for a long time, you may get these symptoms and need to see your doctor: constant headaches, weight and hair loss, diarrhea, vomiting, constant fatigue, coughing up blood, chronic bronchitis, sinus infections, short-term memory loss, asthma, skin rashes and sores.

   Staying in a mold-infested environment for a long period of time can result in these symptoms: blindness, long-term memory loss, bleeding lungs, brain damage, cancer, and perhaps death.

   Most people agree that mold needs to be cleaned up. If you do it yourself, you must use precautions to protect yourself from breathing in those spores.  There are mold remover professionals who will be happy to do the job for you at a huge price. You can clean nonporous surfaces with bleach or Tilex. Other objects should be dumped. You also need to get rid of the source of the dampness.

   It seems like New Jersey has more than its share of mold--mold on the outside of homes, inside the walls and floors, any place that is damp, dark and without air.

There is plenty of information on the internet concerning what to do about this problem. 

   Apparently a person needs to be sensitive or allergic to mold to become really ill. One source says: ”We live in a sea of mold, and other stuff in the air we breathe, on cushions we sit on, clothes we wear, pools we swim in. Fear of mold is a result of media hype and gouging consumers. A healthy person walking through a room of

moldy air is not likely to die. For certain people, mold can be a serious problem if it is at high levels indoors.” As you can see, this is a quote. You must decide for yourselves. And, as always, see your doctor if you have symptoms.

“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.” Prov. 17:22
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Bonnie Kanady, RN[image: image1.emf]
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