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Date:  APRIL 2010

[image: image2.wmf]Dear Friends,


   We are at the heart of the season that frames the heart of our Christian faith. As we began the week remembering palms waving to a parade with Jesus riding a humble donkey’s colt into the gates of Jerusalem, we will see Him carrying His cross out of Jerusalem’s gates to a hill called Calvary by week’s end. We have to get through “Good Friday” to arrive at the joy of Easter’s resurrection. Indeed if there was no cross, there would be no hope of Easter.
   Our marvelous cantata this year had a song called, “The Cross.” Powerful lyrics written by Gerald Crabb go:

To some it’s just an emblem of formality.


It’s a symbol that’s been used so frequently.

Many blaspheme and despise, though it’s ancient, it abides.
A shrine to death that stands for life to me.

You see why this old emblem is so dear to me.

It stood for suffering, yet it brought us peace.

It bridged the gap for men, offering cleansing for our sin.

An icon that reminds us that we’re free!

There was a cross made for the Son of God at Calvary.

Two pieces of rough timber on a hill.

Through His hands and through His feet,

He took the nails for you and me.

Angels watched as He died for the lost.

Though He could have walked away, He chose the cross.
As this wonderful song replays continually through my conscious and sub-conscious thoughts another verse comes to mind:


“He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that stood against us; He took it away nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” (Col. 2: 14 & 15)

   I pray that as you meditate on these life-giving words, the reality of Christ’s loving sacrifice on your behalf will completely capture your heart. It was for you and me that He died. Nothing else really matters. He is alive forever and, by faith, we shall live and reign with Him! Nothing else can compare - “It’s all good!”
In His Regard, Pastor Al
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ALAN S. DARBY, PASTOR

FAX:  856-358-9295           Email: elmerumc@juno.com

Holy Week Services

Holy Thursday – 1st
7:30pm Community
Communion Service

Elmer Presbyterian Church

Good Friday -  April 2nd
12 Noon - 3:00pm

"Seven Last Words of Christ"

Elmer United Methodist Church

Easter Sunday - April 4th
6:30am Easter Sunrise Service

Home of Joan and Fritz Harz

Remember to bring your lawn chairs

Breakfast will follow at the Elmer Presbyterian
8:30am Early Morning Service

10:00am Worship Service

11:15am Sunday School

Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School

Mar. 7

20

137

26
Mar. 14

13

147

38
Mar. 21

13

134

45
Mar. 28

25

147

49
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School
Mar. 7

$3,415.50
$1,061.00
$9.00
Mar. 14

$4,199.00
$702.00

$60.25
Mar. 21

$4,992.63
$1,076.00
$34.00
Mar. 28

$4,148.10
$663.00

$30.80
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Total monthly amount needed
     $20,400.00

Total received for the month of March.
     $16,755.23

Total deficit for the month:

     $ -3,644.77

The Adult Fellowship will meet at the church to go out to dinner on Monday, April 5th at 5:30pm
The YCW Class will meet for lunch and a meeting at the Malaga Diner on Tuesday, April 13th at 12:30pm.
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Easter Egg Hunt

10am Saturday, April 3rd at Deer Pen Park

Ages up to and including 3rd Grade

We would appreciate donations of small wrapped candy, small toys, stickers, etc. that can be used as “egg stuffers.” Please leave them in the basket in the back of the Sanctuary.

Thank you

Mark Your Calendars!!
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Saturday, April 10th
It is time to Spring Clean the Church. We would appreciate help from everyone.  Thank you.
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STROKE  

A stroke occurs when the blood supply to part of your brain is interrupted or reduced, depriving brain tissue of oxygen and nutrients. Within a few minutes, brain cells begin to die. This can be caused by a blood clot or bleeding in the brain.

   A stroke is a medical emergency, and prompt treatment is crucial. It might be up to you, to recognize the person is having a stroke, because the vast majority of strokes come without any warning.  Watch for these symptoms if you think you or someone else is having a stroke: Trouble with walking. You may stumble or have sudden dizziness, loss of balance or loss of coordination. Trouble with speaking. You may slur your speech or may not be able to come up with words to explain what is happening. Paralysis or numbness on one side of the body. Can you raise both of your arms over your head at the same time? If you are having a stroke, you may suddenly have blurred vision or see double. One pupil may be dilated. You might have a sudden, severe headache accompanied by a stiff neck, facial pain, pain between your eyes, vomiting or altered consciousness.

STROKE IDENTIFICATION:  (From a variety of sources)

   During a barbecue, a friend stumbled and took a little fall. She assured everyone that she was fine. (They offered to call the paramedics.) She said she had just tripped over a brick because of her new shoes. They got her cleaned up and got her a new plate of food. While she appeared a bit shaken up, Ingrid went about enjoying herself. Ingrid’s husband called later telling them she had been taken to the hospital--where she died. She had suffered a stroke at the BBQ.  Had they known how to identify the signs of stoke, perhaps Ingrid would have lived.  Some don’t die, they end up in a helpless, hopeless condition instead.

   The trick is getting a stroke recognized, diagnosed, and then appropriate treatment started within three hours. The hospital will need to do a CT scan to see if it is caused by a clot, or caused by bleeding in the brain.  

· ASK THE INDIVIDUAL TO SMILE.
· ASK THE PERSON TO TALK AND SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE such as “It is sunny out today.”

· ASK HIM OR HER TO RAISE BOTH ARMS.

· ASK HIM TO STICK OUT HIS TONGUE (If it goes to one side, it indicates a stroke.)

If he or she has any trouble with the above, call 911 for an ambulance. (Some people recommend putting an ice bag on his head.)

CHECK THE EYES, if one pupil is dilated, it is an indication of a stroke.     

CHECK THE TIME.  It is important to take immediate action.  If given within three hours of the start of symptoms, a clot-busting drug can reduce long-term disability for the most common type of stroke.  In the event he is unconscious, you would be calling 911 anyway.

  AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION IS WORTH A POUND OF CURE!

Treat high blood pressure, Stop smoking, maintain proper weight with diet and exercise.

“Know ye not that your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost?”  I Cor. 6:19

Bonnie Kanady, RN
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Happy Birthday to All!!

 1st
Jaime Pitman & Madaline Hasher

 4th
TJ Laury & Richard Harris, III 

 6th
Julia Radulski & Robert Wolfe

 7th
Jessica Bishop

 8th
Heidi Priggemeier & Jesse Stemberger

 9th
Ian Abbey  

11th
Christina Richards

14th
Arlinda Saul

15th
Jenna Filippoli & Evelyn Becker

16th
Herb Dilks

17th
Toby Irelan

18th
Taylor Brown & Robert Moore, III 

19th
Bonnie Bishop, Jill Darby, Rebecca Hardman

& Benjamin B. Timberman

21st
Thomas Masters
& Beverly Darby

23rd
Delaney Dilks, Karen Both & Ashton Mottola

24th
Catharine Wildman & Cheryl Yago

25th
Connor Richards & Charlie Olinda

26th
Fletcher Nelson & Alecia Phillips Anderson

28th
Hannah Hitchner, Grace Nelson & Sam Walker

29th
John Timberman
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Missions Report

Andy Minch

    Bible Translator, Wycliffe Associates

   “Several Christmases ago, my family and I were visiting the Amanab people in Papua New Guinea, where we had served for 20 years and translated the Amanab New Testament.” Recalls Bible translator, Andy Minch. “We were delighted to learn they were sending out one of their own as a missionary to a tiny neighboring village, home to just 300 people who speak the Umeda language.”

   Andy and his wife Audrey first joined Wycliffe Bible Translators in 1982. He had been working as a teacher, she as a nurse, when they began wondering if there might be something more for them. “Growing up, my favorite missionary was Phil Staalsen, a Wycliffe translator serving in the Sepik region of Papua New Guinea.” Andy says, “We couldn’t think of a more worthwhile challenge, so we started to pursue training for Bible translation and became members of Wycliffe.”
  After settling in among the Amanab people, Andy and Audrey began learning the language and culture and then set about the task of Bible translation and literacy work. In Nov. 2001, the Amanab New Testament was dedicated.
   In addition to his important work in Papua New Guinea, Andy designed and began the linguistics program at Moody Bible Institute, where he taught for three years. Presently he is the SIL Pacific Area academic director and helps Wycliffe recruit others to help with Bible translation around the world

   Andy holds a D.Min. degree in missiology from the International Bible College and Seminary. He is an advanced scuba diver and a gospel magician. He and Audrey, who have two grown children and one still in high school, now live in Dixon, Illinois.

   You are cordially invited to join Andy Minch for an inspirational evening of food, fun, and fellowship – a glimpse into the thriving world of Bible translation on Thurs, April 29th at the Heritage House in Millville. For banquet reservations & complimentary tickets, please contact Joan Harz, 358-3423. Come hear his heartwarming accounts of life on the mission field. Feel his passion for this vital ministry. Discover how God is using people just like you to help bring His message of love, grace, and redemption to men, women, and children still waiting to read the Bible in their own language.
Submitted by Joan Harz

Missions Chair
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Easter 2010Dedications


Help us beautify the sanctuary as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection! 

   Flowers may be purchased in honor of or in memory of a friend, family member or loved one.  If you wish to do so, please call Lynda Davis (358-3801) 
$6.50 each. Checks may be made out to Elmer UMC 

Thank you
Youth Activities
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Sunday, April 11th 4:30 – 6:30pm
Welcome Spring!!

Meet at the Hangar and bring $5
to go out for dinner and ice cream at Friendly’s

Sunday, April 25th 4:30pm
Off site Bible Study:  Meet at the Hangar and please bring $5

Junior High
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Gym Nights at the Hangar:  5:30-7pm  Sundays, April 11th & 25th

Mini-Golf and Ice Cream
5:30-8pm Sunday, April 18th
Please bring $10

Senior High Bible Study at the Hangar

Sundays, April 18th & 25th

Off-site Bible Study, 7pm Sunday, April 11th 
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