

[image: image22.png]



SEPTEMBER  2009
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   Complaining seems to come naturally to us. It seems no matter what the overall situation, we seem to find something to be grumbling about. This last week has been “hot and sticky” – high temperatures and oppressive humidity. If you’re like me (and many I’ve talked with) it seemed hardly bearable. Of course, a few months from now we’ll be crying for relief from the winter’s cold!
   We are not alone in this negativity. I’ve just been reading about the people of Israel recently released from the bondage of captivity in Egypt, close to the beginning of their camping adventure in Exodus 15 & 16. Only three days into their trip they are not only asking, “Are we there yet?” but apparently already have forgotten both the misery at the hands of slave-driving, task-masters, and the majesty of the Lord’s power displayed in plagues and Red Sea parting. This is somewhat understandable – walking three days in the desert heat without water. When they arrived at a place (called, “Marah”) to find water it was too bitter to drink. Despite their muttering, mumbling, and grumbling against Moses, God solved their dilemma by miraculously turning the water sweet. Shortly there-after we hear them questioning and complaining about what they don’t have to eat. The Lord responds with manna – bread every morning. Instead of asking in faith, “give us this day our daily bread,” we too get caught up in the chorus of complaints about our diet.

   The Bible is clear that our grumbling is not really against our leaders (Moses) but against the Lord himself who has promised to provide for all our needs. Scripture is equally clear about God’s displeasure toward our faith-less negativity.

   The next time you catch yourself complaining about the heat or anything else, immediately ask the Lord to convert your murmuring heart to a spirit of joy and thanksgiving for all of the wonderful blessings that He daily showers down upon us! God did provide and will provide for all of our needs and many of our “wants” and in these, let us be content.
In His Regard,
 Pastor Al
Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School

July 5

18

104

44
July 12

24

157

33
July 19

19

154

49
July 26

22

138

41
Stewardship:
Church

Missions

S.School

July 5

$6,180.62
$894.00

$41.12
July 12

$4,247.00
$1,081.00
$34.30
July 19

$4,542.51
$550.00

$25.16
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July 26

$3,283.00
$612.00

$28.00
Total monthly amount needed
     $20,400.00
Total received for the month of July:
     $18,253.13
Total deficit for July:

     $ -2,146.87
Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School
Aug. 2

15



41
Aug. 9

19

87

36
Aug. 16

18

91

28
Aug. 23

21

106

27
Aug. 30

22

107

36
Stewardship:
Church

Missions

S.School
Aug. 2

$4,090.00
$677.00

$44.20
Aug. 9

$5,253.62
$991.00

$64.45
Aug. 16

$4,607.00
$514.00

$42.00
Aug. 23

$4,378.01
$568.00

$39.00
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Aug. 30

$4,661.87
$307.00

$35.00
Total monthly amount needed
     $20,400.00
Total received for the month of August:
     $22,990.50
Total surplus for August:

     $2,590.50 - Praise the Lord!!

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
September Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!
2nd
Lisa Hardman & Erin Jenkins

3rd 
Miriam Gibson & Christie Willoughby

4th  
Burry Timberman III 

5th  
Leah Bucolo

7th  
Jean Bishop & Charles Volkmar

8th  
John Lacy

9th  
Don Carll, Steve Richards & Jeremy Theopulos

10th
Benjamin G. Nolan & Carter Nelson

12th
Peggy Parish

13th  
Beth Timberman & Gayle Johnson

14th  
Charmaine Sutton

15th  
Betty Garrison, Lynn Boehm & Patty Gresimer

16th  
Patti Schneider, Karen Bucolo, Madyson Adler


& Ed Wygor

17th
Jennie Bea

18th
Maxwell Lloyd, Ahnika Eberl & Danel Yanzuk

19th  
Alice Nelson, Mark Herrmann & Patricia Zane

20th  
Harriet Laury, Naomi Morley,

         
David Hemsley, Jr. & Kristin Kortonick

21st  
Benjamin Bishop

22nd  
F.C. Adams Jr., Dallas Dilks & Katelyn Kulig

23rd
Alex Baldosaro & Michele Stahlberger

24th   
Robert Crim & Ben Nolan

25th
Mia Abbey & Carole Patton

26th
Rebecca Dilks

28th   
Elaine Pfeffer & Kylie Parish

29th   
Bertha Hathaway, Jason Brown & Alex Canale

30th
Belinda Hunter

Bishop Devadhar’s Day

on the Delaware Bay District

Meeting with Laity

7 – 9pm     Wednesday, September 16, 2009

To:  Elmer United Methodist Church

   This is a special opportunity for all laypersons of the Delaware Bay District to meet with Bishop Devadhar at our church. He will share from Adam Hamilton’s book, “Enough” and spend time in dialogue with us concerning ministry in the Greater NJ Annual Conference.

   The session will begin with devotions and worship at 7pm followed by the Bishop’s presentation. There will be time for questions and answers as well. We will conclude by 9pm. Plan now on attending this special event and invite others to come with you. There is no registration required, but if you would like to send us an email at DelawareBay@gnjumc.org indicating your attendance, it would be appreciated.  See you on Sept. 16th
Please Mark Your Calendars!!

Church/Charge Conference 
7:00pm Monday, October 26th
SPR Committee meets at 6:00pm
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Whale/Dolphin Expedition

In Cape May
Saturday, Sept. 19th
If you are interested in going please call Pat Hall (358-3177). More details in the upcoming bulletins.
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      An Italian Affair!!

             Spaghetti Dinner

                                  Sunday, September 27th
              Two seatings: 4 & 6:30pm
Adults $10 ticket 

Kids 12 & under $7

See Todd Chapman, Linda Dilks,

Ed Pitman or Jeanette McDonald  

for tickets

All proceeds will benefit

the Drama and Music Ministry.

Come for the food, fun, music and fellowship!! More details to come!! 
[image: image8.png]\oV\

iy

C['\om




Bible Studies

The Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) meets every Monday evening at Leah & John Bucolo’s (479 Olivet Rd, PIttsgrove) at 7:30pm. Led by Pastor Al, young people out of high school are invited to join us.
The Tuesday Morning Women's Bible Study will resume September 15th at 6:30 a.m. at the Kountry Kitchen with the book, "Work in Progress: An Unfinished Woman's Guide to Grace" by Kristin Armstrong.  We will discover the 12 traits of a "grace filled" woman.  The study will require reading the chapter before Bible Study and coming prepared to discuss the questions. Books are $13.00 – please see leader, Donna Stemberger (358-2509 or dkstembug@yahoo.com).  As we start a new study, we welcome new members.  It's a great time to join!

 

The Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets at the Kountry Kitchen every Wednesday morning from 6 to 7am.

The Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study will begin their season again at the home of Patti Schneider (21 Third St, Elmer) on September 10th at 10am. 

The College Group meets every Thursday evening with Doug Cooper at 9pm at the Hangar.  All young adults of college age are welcome and encouraged to come.

The Promise Keepers Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets at the Kountry Kitchen every Saturday morning from 6:30 to 8am.
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Youth Schedule

Ocean City Youth Weekend

September 11-13, 2009

Leaving the Hangar at 6pm on Friday

For forms – please see Lisa Campbell
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ALL YOUTH GROUP KICK-OFF!!

ST. JUDE’S BIKE-A-THON

12:30pm Sunday, September 20th
We’ll ride to the Bucolos’ for lunch & swimming We will ride back into town where parents can pick up their children at 4pm. Sponsorship forms are on the downstairs bulletin board. We will be riding 10 miles. 

Any questions -  see Donna Stemberger (358-2509 or dkstembug@yahoo.com.)
Watch Bulletin & Church Website for upcoming events!!
Any questions please see Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@elmerumc.org
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World Gospel Mission
   Welcome concert-goer! Your encore presentation of the Concert of Prayer awaits.

   This newsletter is your ticket to the concert of prayer event of the year! You’ve been upgraded to VIP status with an all-access 30-day pass. Your ticket (this newsletter) allows you to cover a World Gospel Mission field in prayer each day from September 14th through October 13th.

30 Days – 30 Mission Fields!

   The most amazing part – a miracle of modern technology that recreates WGM’s historic prayer bands for the twenty-first century: Prayer bands were formed early in WGM’s history as a way for believers to gather together at an appointed time for concentrated prayer for WGM’s missionaries and ministries. Now you can belong to the prayer band of the twenty-first century! Your prayer band experience is just a phone call away.
We are asking you to call in daily (along with hundreds of other concert-goers) on a special toll-free number to pray together live with a missionary serving on that day’s field – a sort of backstage pass, if you will!

   As you can imagine, much coordination and prayer has already gone into this edition. God has blessed WGM tremendously through the power of His praying people, and I know He will this year as well!

   So, spread the word to your family, church, and friends. This has the potential to be WGM’s largest simultaneous prayer effort in history as we bathe our fields around the world in prayer!

   No need to stand in long lines waiting to purchase a ticket. You’re holding your ticket right now – your newsletter. It lays out the day-by-day and field-by-field concert events. So all you have to do is call, beginning Sept. 14th. 

   I am committing to complete the 30 day challenge in order to see what else God wants to do in me. You can track my experience and share your own with me at www.thecallblog.blogspot.com. The blog is also helpful if you miss a prayer session. I’ll link the recorded prayers for you there. 
   Grab a friend or a whole prayer band and let’s see what God shows us over the next 30 days.

   See you at the concert!

Kristi Crisp

Editor

Prayer pages will be located on the bulletin board next to the church office.

Please call 1-800-868-1837 at 12 noon each day for a 5 minute prayer covering:

9/14
Kenya, Africa

9/15
Burundi, Africa

9/16
Tanzania, Africa

9/17
Uganda, Africa

9/18
Sudan, Africa

9/19
Japan, Asia

9/20
Taiwan, Asia

9/21
Kazakstan, Asia

9/22
India, Asia

9/23
Papua New Guinea, Oceanea

9/24
Ukraine, Europe

9/25
Hungary, Europe

9/26
Spain, Europe

9/27
Bolivia, South America

9/28
Peru, South America

9/29
Paraguay, South America

9/30
Argentina, South America

10/1
Honduras, Central America

10/2
Nicaragua, Central America

10/3
El Salvador, Central America

10/4
Mexico, North America

10/5
Hispanic Ministries, USA North America
10/6
Muslim Ministries, USA North America

10/7
American Indian Field, North America

10/8
Haitian American Ministries, North America

10/9
Stockton Peniel, North America

10/10
Your Mission Field

10/11
Haiti, Caribbean

10/12
West Indies, St. Croix & Caribbean Grenada

10/13
The Middle East
Submitted by Joan Harz
Missions Chair
[image: image12.wmf]Just a reminder…Our next photo session with Olan Mills Photography for our new pictorial directory is scheduled for Friday, October 16th from 3pm to 9:20pm and Saturday, October 17th from 10am to 4pm. 
Kids were asked questions about the old and new testaments.  The following statements about the Bible were written by children.  They have not been retouched or corrected. Incorrect spelling has been left in.

In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis. God got tired of creating the world so he took the sabbath off.

Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah's wife was Joan of ark. Noah built and ark and the animals came on in pears.


Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the apostles.

Moses led the Jews to the red sea where they made unleavened bread which is bread without any ingredients.


The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert. afterwards, Moses went up to Mount Cyanide to get the ten commandments.


Moses died before he ever reached Canada then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of geritol.


 The greatest miricle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed him.
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MELANOMA

   Melanoma is a cancer that develops in the melanocytes, the pigment cells present in the skin. It is more serious than other skin cancers because it can spread (metastasize) to other parts of the body and cause serious illness and death. Early detection and diagnosis are crucial. Caught early, most melanoma can be cured.  If not found early melanoma can grow deeper into the skin and spread to other parts of the body, making it difficult to treat.

   Most doctors diagnose melanoma by examining the suspicious area and doing a biopsy, which is then sent to the lab to check for cancer cells. It might prove to be a freckle or a normal mole, but that needs to be determined early - the thinner the tumor area, the better the prognosis.

   Get to know the pattern of moles, spots, freckles, and other marks on your skin so you can notice any changes.  Do regular skin self-examinations. You can’t diagnose yourself, but you are likely to see it first and need to have your physician diagnose it. If you notice any of the following on your skin, see your doctor as soon as possible:

· A growth that increases in size and looks pearly, translucent, tan, brown, black, red, pink or multicolored.
· A mole that changes in color or in texture, takes on an uneven shape, gets larger, or is bigger than a pencil eraser.  
· A spot or growth that continues to itch, hurt, crust, scab, fade, or bleed.  
· An open sore that lasts for more than four weeks, or heals and then reopens.
· A scaly or crusty bump that is dry, rough, and pointed, and may sometimes cause a pricking or tender feeling in the skin.

   Risk factors for melanoma include being white, with fair skin, light hair and eyes, a history of intense sun exposure, close blood relatives with melanoma and having “funny looking” moles. Melanin protects the skin from damage by sunlight and UV rays, but in fair-skinned people the melanocytes make less melanin, so there is less protection against the harmful rays.

Men get melanoma between the shoulder and hip and also the head and neck area. Women get melanoma on the lower legs as well as between the shoulders and hips, but

melanoma can appear anywhere on the skin.  Some people may have a hereditary defect that increases their risk of melanoma.

   Prevention:  Avoid excessive sun exposure and use sun screen.  Avoid ultraviolet rays found also in tanning booths and sun lamps.

   Melanoma is treated by surgery.  Depending on the tumor thickness, body location, age, etc, the biopsy and removal of nearby lymph glands may be recommended. Then you will require more tests to see where the melanoma has spread.   Researchers are working on biologic treatments to stimulate the body’s own immune response against the tumor. These include immunotherapy:  interferon, interleukins, monoclonal antibodies and vaccines. Or maybe you will have chemotherapy or radiation therapy.

   After you become cancer free, it is necessary to follow up with your doctor and report any new or changing areas of your skin because people who have been treated for skin cancer are at risk for developing a new cancer of the skin.  You might need someone who can suggest resources for financial aid, transportation, home care, or emotional support.

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Phil. 4:13

Bonnie Kanady, RN

Our Choirs begin again…

[image: image14.wmf]If you are interested in joining any of the following choirs, please contact the director of that choir or come to the first rehearsal.  We would love to have you join us.
[image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf]The Senior Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 2nd from 7:30 to 9:00pm in the Sanctuary. Our choir sings every Sunday during the 10am Worship Service. If you are 
interested in singing with us, please see director, Linda Dilks, (694-0090).
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[image: image18.wmf]The Junior Choir invites youth in grades 3 through 8 to join!! Director, Rebecca Dilks, (856-503-8028) will hold rehearsal on Tuesdays beginning Sept. 1st from 7 to 8pm. They sing during the 10am Worship Service on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month.
[image: image19.wmf]The Cherub Choir invites children ages 3 through grade 3 to sing with us. They’ll be singing during the 10am Worship service on the 3rd Sunday of each month. Please watch bulletin for details on their start up date and time.
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The Handbell Choir resumes their rehearsals on Tuesday 
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evenings from 7-8:30pm beginning Sept. 1st. Directed by Todd Chapman, (692-5816) they perform during the 10am Worship Service the 2nd Sunday of each month.

The Junior Chimes Choir invites youth in 3rd grade and up to join director, Todd Chapman (692-5816) every Tuesday evening from 6 to 7pm. They will perform every 4th Sunday of the month during the 10am Worship Service.
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