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Date:  MAY 2009
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   At this moment I sit poised on the brink of taking a four week renewal leave, or sabbatical. Many of you have asked me about it so let me try to give some clarity. Just like teachers and college professors taking a semester or a year’s “sabbatical leave,” full time pastors in the United Methodist Church are encouraged to take four weeks away from ministry to be refreshed, renewed, and revived. The Discipline of the United Methodist Church states that a clergy member in full connection to our Annual Conference who has served a full-time appointment for six consecutive years may take a “sabbatical leave.” Further, it recommends that full time clergy should then take four weeks “renewal leave” every four years. Since I have been serving almost sixteen years in Elmer and have never taken one, our district superintendent and our SPR Committee have encouraged me to do so. Previously, due to family health issues and my need to be here to help while the kids were home, I resisted such suggestions. However, with the children married or off to college I decided it was a good time.

   This is not considered a vacation since the expressed purpose is to rest and rejuvenate. I expect to spend a significant time during the next month in prayer, reading, and spending more time with the Lord to “renew my soul.” (Ps. 23) 
   I hope my wife will spend two weeks with me in a house offered to us on the Outer Banks, NC by a fellow pastor. Then I will be going to Chicago to stay with a long-time friend while I attend a pastor’s conference at Moody Bible Institute.

   The “Sabbatical” principle is built into the Scriptures. In Creation, God created all that is in six days and rested the seventh. This was to provide a pattern for all people to live. Indeed one of the Ten Commandments was to “keep the Sabbath.” Then the seventh year was to be a sabbatical year and every seven times seven years a year of Jubilee! The Lord prescribed “Sabbath” as a principle to live at a life-pace where we can be renewed and restored regularly.
   I hope that you will pray for me during this time – that I may effectively be disciplined to slow down and connect with the Lord. I am looking forward to a break but, honestly, somewhat apprehensive about “not having anything to do.” I am much more used to busy-ness in the business of the Lord. I love you all and greatly appreciate Rev. John Robbins and all who will be covering for me while I’m gone. You are in good hands in every way…God bless you all – I will be back soon.

In His Regard,
Pastor Al
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The Audit Committee is requesting that all books be turned into the church office as soon as possible. I only need the checkbook and 2008 12 monthly statements. It is necessary that ALL books be reviewed to maintain our non-profit status. The audit is for 1/1/08 to 12/31/08. 

Thank you, Mabel Lago, Audit Chair
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May Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

 1st
Lila Hathaway

 2nd
Marissa Moran, Raymond Dodge & Ken Sayell

 4th
Sarah Morgan

 5th
Chad Lago

 6th
Courtney Wygor & Benjamin Stiles 

 7th
Stephen Slavoff, Jr.

 8th
Linda Herrmann

 9th
Irene Sparks & Dave Schumacher

10th
Robyn Willis & Margery Kelly

11th
Steve Quigg, Harry Hunt, Barbara Slavoff 

& Bob Kanady

12th
Walt Voeckler, Jr. & Dayton Vail

13th
Paul Eller, III, Justin Timberman & Cole Batten
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14th
Emily Cooke

15th
Charlotte Pfannerer & Sandra Zane

16th
Erika Harz 

18th
Jesse Pike & Chris Yago

20th
Carly Rose Timberman & Kerri Bratty

21st
Scott McDonald

22nd
Carla Pitman & Anthony Baldosaro

23rd
Jennifer Richards & June Clemick

24th
James Hathaway

25th
Benjamin H. Laury & Michael Hennessey

27th
Christopher Weed & Miranda Richmond

28th
Gracie Eller, Richard Montana & Thomas Kaliamouris

30th
Dianne Wentzell, Eric Harz & Hayley Scull

Mother’s Day

Sunday, May 10th!!

The Adult Fellowship will meet in the church parking lot to go out to dinner at 5:30pm on Monday, May 4th.

The YCW Class will meet on Tuesday, May 12th at 12:30pm at the Bistro Restaurant for lunch and a meeting.

THE POWER OF PRAYER
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Thursday May 7, 2009
National Day of Prayer!
The Chapel will be open for prayer during the day to come and pray as you wish concluding with a light supper at 5:30pm followed by a prayer service.
All things are possible through Christ.

American Red Cross
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1:30 – 7:30pm

  Friday, May 8, 2009
In our Church Fellowship Hall

For an appointment please call
Florence Bramell 358-2191
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Mark Your Calendars!!

[image: image11.png]


Trustees sponsored

Work Day - Saturday, May 9th
8am - Noon
We would appreciate help from everyone. Many different talents are needed for work inside and outside of the church. If you would like to give a donation towards the cost of supplies:  paint, concrete, etc., please see Blair Hathaway 521-0090 or Dave Zeck 358-3010.  Thank you.
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Presented by

Elmer United Methodist Church

Place:  Elmer United Methodist Church

Date:
7:00pm Sunday, May 17, 2009
(A free will offering will be taken)

Cake and Coffee Reception to follow

after the concert in the Fellowship Hall
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Kids, plan to get swamped   with fun at Crocodile Dock!

Elmer Community 

Vacation Bible School 

Crocodile Rock

When:

July 6 - 10, 2009

Where:

Elmer UMC Church.  
Time:

5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Supper will be served

Ages: 

Pre-K to Adult

Crafts, Music, Bible Stories, Fun and Fellowship
Volunteers are always welcome
Watch the bulletin for more details
Contact:  Joanne Daly, 856-358-8826 (home)

or email at trdandjcd@comcast.net
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HEALTHCARE MINISTRIES:  

THE IMMUNE SYSTEM
       The immune system is designed to defend you against millions of bacteria, microbes, viruses, toxins, and parasites. The immune system protects you in these different ways:

1. It creates a barrier that prevents bacteria and viruses from entering your body through the skin

2. If a bacteria or virus does get into the body, the immune system tries to detect and eliminate it before it can reproduce. One bacterium can divide into 2 separate bacteria every 20-30 minutes. If a virus comes in contact with a cell, it attaches itself to the cell wall and releases toxins that make you sick.

3. If the virus or bacteria is able to reproduce and start causing problems, your immune system is in charge of eliminating it.

   Your immune system works around the clock, but the one thing that causes us to notice it is when it fails for some reason or causes some sort of side effect. That makes you sick. i.e. Strep throat bacteria release a toxin that causes inflammation in your throat. The polio virus releases toxins that destroy nerve cells leading to paralysis. Viruses and bacteria cause colds, influenza, measles, mumps, malaria, AIDS, etc. 

   We have beneficial bacteria in our intestines, but they become harmful if they get into the body or the bloodstreams. Babies are born with some immunity from their mothers. You will be given immunizations as needed throughout your life. Next month I will cover the organs of the body that are major components of the immune system.

“A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.”






Proverbs 17: 22.
Bonnie Kanady, R.N.
        
            [image: image16.wmf]Missions Report

Joy In the Harvest
Lowell & Claudia Wertz
   Once Christians fall out of love with materialism and in love with Jesus, I won’t need to talk mission: they will become missionaries. 
   Eight volunteers came from Kingwood, TX to Kigoma to help the sick of Tanzania.  The trip was two years in the planning. Three doctors, two nurses, two emergency medical technicians, and a pastor ran a free medical clinic for eight days to treat the poor. Many African and missionary volunteers joined them.
   Joy in the Harvest’s Computer School was converted into a clinic with five exam cubicles, a pharmacy, and a laboratory.  Most of those treated had no money. Exams, lab work, and medications were provided without cost. Many of the cases were serious. It was amazing to watch people respond to the medical treatments. Prayer and spiritual counseling were provided.

   The destitute camp, the street children, and hundreds of other people were blessed by this effort. The medical needs of the poor in our area were heartbreakingly evident. Over 1,500 patients were treated. 

 Trees for Tanzania Project

   We are starting a new forestry project to help the very poor. They gather tree limbs to be sold for firewood and to make charcoal. Deforestation has caused the Tanzanian government to put restrictions in place depriving them of this modest income. We plan to plant trees, and provide seedlings, education, and technology to assist the poor.

 Radio Station for Kigoma?

   A dream of ours has been to have a Christian radio station in Kigoma. Dr. Doug Walker, Professor of Broadcast Communications, came with his family. He conducted a valuable seminar for our staff covering issues involved in starting a radio station. The antenna, tower and audio equipment have arrived in our containers. We plan to apply for a broadcast license this year.

USA Contact Info:

Africa Contact Info:
Joy in the Harvest

Lowell & Claudia Wertz

PO Box 496


PO Box 1344

Lansing, IL 60438

Kigoma, Tanzania

Tel: 1-708-418-1083

wertz@joyintheharvest.com

usaoffice@joyintheharvest.com

Our Website:  www.joyintheharvest.com

Submitted by Joan Harz
Missions Chair

Middlers and Junior/Senior High

May 24th – Float building and lunch at the Coopers immediately following Sunday School

May 25th – Memorial Day! Be at the Coopers at 9am to ride on the float. Picnic and swimming at the Stembergers immediately following the parade.
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Memorial Day
May 25, 2009

[image: image18.png]


A DECK OF CARDS
 
Here is a new way to look at a deck of cards!!

  It was quiet that day, the guns and the mortars, and land mines for some reason hadn't been heard. The young soldier knew it was Sunday, the holiest day of the week. As he was sitting there, he got out an old deck of cards and laid them out across his bunk. Just then an army sergeant came in and said, 'Why aren't you with the rest of the platoon?' The soldier replied, 'I thought I would stay behind and spend some time with the Lord.' The sergeant said, 'Looks to me like you're going to play cards.' The soldier said, 'No, sir. You see, since we are not allowed to have Bibles or other spiritual books in this country, 
I've decided to talk to the Lord by studying this deck of cards.' The sergeant asked in disbelief, 'How will you do that?' 'You see the Ace, Sergeant? It reminds me that there is only one God. The Two represents the two parts of the Bible, Old and New Testaments. The Three represents the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost. The Four stands for the Four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The Five is for the five virgins there were ten but only five of them were glorified. The Six is for the six days it took God to create the Heavens and Earth. The Seven is for the day God rested after making His Creation. The Eight is for the family of Noah and his wife, their three sons and their wives -- the eight people God spared from the flood that destroyed the Earth. The Nine is for the lepers that Jesus cleansed of leprosy He cleansed ten, but nine never thanked Him. The Ten represents the Ten Commandments that God handed down to Moses on tablets made of stone. The Jack is a reminder of Satan, one of God's first angels, but he got kicked out of heaven for his sly and wicked ways and is now the joker of eternal hell. The Queen stands for the Virgin Mary. The King stands for Jesus, for He is the King of all kings. When I count the dots on all the cards, I come up with 365 total, one for every day of the year. There are a total of 52 cards in a deck; each is a week - 52 weeks in a year. The four suits represent the four seasons: Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter. Each suit has thirteen cards -- there are exactly thirteen weeks in a quarter. So when I want to talk to God and thank Him, I just pull out this old deck of cards and they remind me of all that I have to be thankful for.' The sergeant just stood there. After a minute, with tears in his eyes and pain in his heart, he said, 'Soldier, can I borrow that deck of cards?'
   Please let this be a reminder and take time to pray for all of our soldiers who are being sent away, putting their lives on the line fighting. Of all the gifts you could give a Soldier, prayer is the very best one.

Prayer for the Military. 
Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. 
Protect them. Bless them and their families. 
I ask this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Amen. [image: image4.emf]
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