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      While I was away on sabbatical leave, I was able to attend a pastor’s conference, the title and topic of which was “reFOCUS.” The purpose of the conference was to pull pastors together for a short time to reconsider and refresh the vision for ministry to which we’ve been called in the church. For me it was a marvelous time in Chicago to recapture the focus of God’s purpose and plans for His church – to remember all that we are called to do and be together.
   This summer I hope to use my sermon series of the book of Acts to reflect this renewed focus. I hope this summer can be a time to refresh our spirits and restore our vision of the Lord’s first and fundamental design for His church. With all of the challenges currently facing Elmer church it is easily possible to lose sight of God’s basic purpose. All too often we get so fixed on problems we lose our Christ-centered, Spirit-empowered clarity of mission together. Jesus told his early followers to wait in Jerusalem until they were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. The purpose of this empowering was that they would be Christ’s witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth.

   Sometimes today we idealize the first century church. They were no more special than ordinary people called and empowered by God. They had the same flaws and problems we have today. Yet in the power of the Holy Spirit they literally changed the world.
   It is my prayer that this summer’s study of, “The Acts of the Apostles” or “The Acts of the Holy Spirit” will help Elmer church today as we “re-focus” and “re-vision” what our calling is. May God’s Spirit do that same restoring, revitalizing and revival-izing work in us as we are a part of “Acts Alive” today.
In His Regard,
 Pastor Al
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Happy Birthday to All!!

1st
Jordan Hess & Jacob Hunter

2nd
Jenette Wildman

3rd
Linda Thomas, Donna Stemberger & Eva Irelan

4th
Trina Richards & Lanie Young

5th
Joan Daniels & Craig Thomas, Jr.

6th
Andrew Shaw, Kara Stemberger & Kimberly Chapman

7th
Julia Garrison & Diana Donovan

8th
Andrew Clemick

9th
Mary Lou Newkirk & Susan Steier

10th
Joey Bucolo & Red Horner

11th
Pam Schumacher

14th
Zachary Schneider & Joan Harz

15th
Ernestine Halikman & Georgeann Batten

16th
Annette Evans

17th
Keith Elliott, Paula Fackler & Nicole Stemberger

18th
John Hathaway, Danielle Montana
& Allison Wildman

19th
Lucy Stiles, Dylan Hall & Brennan Richmond

20th
Julia Brown, Liam Donnelly & Samantha Deneka

21st
Cloe Elliott, Matthew Cooper, Sara Rodriguez, Tom Parish & Peggy Canale

25th
Ethan Adams 

26th
Jesus & Julio Jiménez & Emma Pike

27th
Aylani Eberl, Lee Lacy, Olin Craver Jr. & Nichole Hall

28th
Robert McGill & Jessica Filippoli

31st
Grace Hennessey
& Karen Wolfe

August Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!
1st
Christina Voeckler & Jeff Willoughby

2nd
Lameta Sagers & Tom Hill

3rd
Pam Bishop

4th
Matthew Snyder & Michael A. Donovan

5th
Robert Jenkins

6th
Michael Vanderhoff

7th
Christopher Darby 

8th
Dawn Hess & Joan Hathaway

9th
Adam Jenkins

10th
Chase Coyle, Brittany Laury & Blair Hathaway

11th
Spencer McDonald

12th
Robert Halter 

13th
Art Kelly

14th
Suzie Richards, Leslie Bishop & Paul Daniels

16th
Jesse Hunter & Earl Hitchner

17th
Elyse Coyle, Debbie Schwartz, Lisa Bishop & Brooke Batten

18th
Jim Hall, George Mottola, V & Ashley Hannah

19th
Emily Greene, Zane Cooper, Linda Dilks 


& Jarred McCafferty 

20th
Elden Evans & Kirby Layton

21st
Caitlin Hess

22nd
Claire Corsey, Mabel Lago & Kevin Rosney

23rd
Nicole Kaliamouris & Curtis Elliott

24th
Barbara Rieti

25th
Michael Kulig & Erica Wriggins

26th
Christian Montero

28th
Oscar Jenkins 

29th
Jane Cooke & Stacy Smith

30th
Burry Timberman, Jr.

31st
Christine Hill, John Fisler & Robin Cooper
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      Fellowship
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Dear FCA Teammates, 

   Summer is here and so is FCA Camp season. Your gifts and support this month enable us to scholarship more student-athletes and coaches to experience a week of “inspiration and perspiration” at FCA camp. This camp season actually marked the first time we held our Leadership Camp in May (29-31) instead of July. I was excited to see so many students, “on fire for Christ” from South Jersey who came to Maryland.
   It has been an incredible year of ministry in the South Jersey area. We once again saw God’s faithfulness throughout the year. Over 45,000 people attended some type of FCA event in this area. More importantly, close to 900 decisions for Christ were made at over 60 events.  Besides our weekly huddles which take place in 67 middle schools, highs schools, and colleges in SJ; many schools did campus-wide outreaches, school assemblies and Lenape HS even hosted an FCA Men’s breakfast that 650 men attended on April 4th. David Akers and Jason Avant of the Eagles shared their testimonies and several men made professions of faith after the challenge to receive Christ. By God’s grace, your generous giving continues to be the reason the FCA platform grows in South Jersey. Our biggest prayer requests throughout the summer…
· That many athletes and coaches would receive Christ during a summer of Sports Camps
· Many would grow to be strong, bold leaders for Christ
· That interested South Jersey adults would want to join the FCA S. Jersey area board.
· God would raise up the financial support to continue ministering in SJ schools
· Sam Remple and others would have their support raised to join our staff in Sept.
   Our theme this year will be “Inside/Out,” referring to Romans 12:2 that says, “Do not be conformed by the pattern of this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind so then you will know the good, pleasing and perfect will of God.” Our prayer for you, our family of supporters, is that you will passionately follow Christ. Again, your June/July support to FCA will help carry us through the lean summer months of giving as well as provide scholarships to get “needy” kids to camp. Have a blessed Christ-centered summer!

In Him,

Kevin Harvey

PS:  Some of you know, my daughter, Erin, is going on a challenging mission trip to Gulu, Uganda for the month of July. Please keep her in your prayers as this area is very volatile. She will be working in refuge camps, orphanages and wherever the need is greatest. If anyone is led to make a gift towards her support, please make checks payable to Cornerstone Ministries.

South Jersey FCA

7 McClellan Ave, Berlin, NJ 08009

Office:  856-753-1716

www.southjerseyfca.org
Submitted by
Joan Harz

Missions Chair
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Where:

Elmer UMC

When:

July 6 – 10, 2009

Time:


5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Contact:

Elmer UMC,  358-0135

You can pre-register your child(ren) at

www.elmerumc.org

Youth Schedule

Middlers

[image: image10.png]



Sunday, July 12th
Traveling Supper on Bicycles 
Bring your bicycle and appetite.
We’ll begin at the church at 5:00pm

Saturday, August 22nd
End of Summer Day at the Beach.

Leaving the church at 9am. Please bring $5.00 for lunch and $5.00 for dinner on the way home.

Jr/Sr Hi Mission Trip to KY
August 1st  – 9th 

Watch Bulletin and Church Website for details!

Any questions please see Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@elmerumc.org
Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School

June 7

20

264

41
June 14

39

258

50
June 21

24

170


June 28

23

142
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School
June 7

$4,258.50
$460.00

$39.50
June  14

$4,636.20
$1,212.00
$43.75
June 21

$9,768.51
$989.00


June 28

$3,943.50
$287.00

$
Total monthly amount needed
$20,400.00
Total received for the month of June:
$22,606.71
Total surplus for June:

$  2,206.71 – Praise the Lord!!
SOLOMON UPDATE:

As of June1, 2009

Total Pledged:

$379,647.50
Totaled Paid:

$177, 012.57
HEALTHCARE Ministries
A SHORT SUMMARY OF SKIN CANCERS

   Skin cancer is the most common form of human cancer, with annual rates increasing to the tune of one million new cases each year.  The most common warning sign of skin cancer is a change in the appearance of the skin, such as a new growth or a sore that will not heal.  The most common forms of skin cancer are basal cell carcinoma and  squamous cell carcinoma..  Carcinoma is a cancer that begins in the cells that cover or line an organ.

   Basal cell carcinomas account for more than 90% of skin cancers in the U.S.  They don’t often spread, but they can cause damage by growing and invading surrounding tissue.  Light colored skin, sun exposure, age, weakening of the immune system, exposure to ultraviolet radiation in tanning booths, and radiation for other cancers can cause basal cell carcinomas.  It begins as a small, dome shaped bump that can appear on the chest or back and grows very slowly, but it can disfigure the eye, ear, or nose if it grows nearby.  To make a proper diagnosis, doctors usually do a biopsy removing part or all of the growth and  then study it in the lab.  Treatment is to remove and destroy the cancer completely.  Dermatologists scoop out the basal cell carcinoma by using a spoon-like instrument called a curette.  Desiccation is application of an electric current to control bleeding and kill the remaining cancer cells. Other treatments include surgical excision, radiation therapy, cryosurgery (freezing it with liquid nitrogen), using creams that attack cancer cells, and Mohs micrographic surgery in which the growth is sliced and checked under the microscope until there are no more cancer cells present. 

   Basal cell carcinoma is prevented by avoiding sun exposure, and avoiding the use of tanning beds.  Use sunscreen with an SPF of 30 or more and protection against UVA (long waves of ultraviolet light.)  Apply sunscreen liberally every 2-3 hours, especially after swimming.  Wear broad-brimmed hats while outdoors in the sun, and avoid the hours just before and after noon.

   Squamous cell carcinoma is found in the tissue that forms the surface of the skin, the lining of the hollow organs of the body, and the passages of the respiratory and

digestive tracts.  The earliest form of this cancer is called actinic keratosis which appears as rough, red bumps of the scalp, face, ears, and backs of the hands.  It can

take many years to develop, but when, or if, it becomes thicker and more tender it needs to be seen by your doctor.  These lesions can develop years after earlier years of sun damage. Squamous cell carcinomas can metastasize (spread) to other parts of the body.  To diagnose the growth this biopsy is called a punch biopsy because it takes a small piece of skin by using a circular punch blade.  Aside from the sun, it can be caused by exposure to arsenic, hydrocarbons, heat, or X-rays.

   Treatment of squamous cell carcinoma is pretty much the same as for basal cell, and it is prevented by minimizing sun exposure and getting regular checkups.  Bring any suspicious-looking or changing lesions to the attention of the doctor. These two carcinomas are curable if caught early.  Also there is more chance of scarring

if you wait.  It is important for people to continue to examine themselves regularly, visit the doctor for checkups, and listen to his/her advice.

   The topic for the next article will be melanoma.

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Phil. 4:13

Bonnie Kanady,  RN
OUR ANNUAL CHURCH FAMILY

At Wilson Lake
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 13TH
From 1 – 7pm[image: image4.emf]
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