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   I recently read a devotional in the “Our Daily Bread” that brought up a classic quote by Abraham Lincoln. President Lincoln wrote, “I do not boast that God is on my side. I humbly pray that I am on God’s side.” His words paraphrase the thoughts of an Old Testament prophet named Azariah spoken to King Asa of Judah.  After the Spirit of God came upon him, Azariah said, “The Lord is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you, but if you forsake Him, he will forsake you.”  (II Chronicles 15: 2)
   Being a Christian doesn’t guarantee that God is “on our side” any more than being an ancient Israelite guaranteed that God was on theirs. God is on the side of those who are on His side – who know His heart and mind and do His will – not those who insist on convincing God and others that their way is right.

   Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord indicated that He sides with the poor and the oppressed (Is. 58: 6-10). For Christians that means it is right to be on the side of those who are being wronged.

   Instead of jumping into a contested situation with the presumption that God is on our side, we need to be certain that we are on His.  This is true in athletic competitions (as players or as fans), in debated issues in the church or in the midst of our nation’s political processes. It takes humility and grace by the power of the Holy Spirit.


“Who will leave the world’s side? Who will face the foe? Who is on the Lord’s side? Who for Him will go? By Thy call of mercy, by Thy grace divine, we are on the Lord’s side – Savior, we are Thine.




F. Havergal
In His Regard,
Pastor Al
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Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School

August 31
$3,417.50
$409.25

$32.00

Sept. 7

$6,766.24
$1,492.25
$46.00

Sept. 14

$4,969.00
$552.25

$57.06

Sept. 21

$5,439.13
$829.25

$64.73

Sept. 28

$4,626.00
$466.25

$37.75
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October Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

1st
Olivia Hagen

2nd
Lee Sutton 

5th
Hunter Batten

7th  
Ron Amme

8th
Jay Hennessey & Dori Irelan

10th  
Angelina Montana, Robert M. Richards, Erika Evans, Matthew Wildman, Herb Black & Bob DePalma

12th  
Jessi Baldosaro

13th
Chris Godish

14th  
Jay Bucolo

16th
Todd Batten, Sr.

17th  
Floyd Adams III & Melissa Hemsley

19th  
Larry Wriggins Jr., Al-Jo Voeckler


& Darla Timberman

22nd
Sharon Zeck & Michael Coles

24th
George Mottola, IV

25th
Mary Jane Horner & Justin Snyder

26th  
Matthew Richards

27th  
Theresa Wriggins

28th  
G. Ben Laury & Patricia Gardner

29th
Jerrica Pfannerer

30th
Jaime Hall & Todd Chapman

31st  
Stefanie Fox

Charge Conference

7:00pm Sunday, October 19

6:00pm SPR Committee Meeting

Ranch Hope Fashion Show
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Luncheon, Bake Sale and Bazaar

October 17, 2008 at 1:00pm
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HAY RIDE



For Tickets please see

Harriet Laury 358-6481

 or Florence Bramell 358-2191

Endowment Seminar

With Rev. Rich Hendridckson

5pm Sunday, October 26th
Please join us for a Spaghetti Dinner

following the seminar at 6pm.

If you have any questions, please see Ben Laury
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American Red Cross

Monday, October 27th
1:30 – 7:30pm in our Church
Appointments are preferred – please call Florence Bramell 358-2191 to make yours.

HANGAR HAPPENINGS
   Our Youth Center, “The Hangar” is celebrating its grand opening.  Please join us for any and all the upcoming events beginning…
Sunday, October 12th:

11:30am 

Church Family Hangar Grand Opening Reception during the Sunday School hour. Join us for a time of dedication and celebration  to thank the “church family” for making this mission outreach possible.
Friday, October 17th:

7 - 9pm


VIP Reception at the Hangar
We need all of you to help us promote the ministry at the Hangar. If you’re not involved please let us know you are on board to help

Saturday, October 18th:
 8:30am - 5:00pm


Harvest Day Public Grand Opening
 of the Hangar

We need to host a big welcome to the community; we need everybody’s help, young and old, for this to be a success. Don’t miss the opportunity to be a part of this great outreach!

Wednesday Nite Owwt
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You are invited to join us for Pajama Night at our Wednesday Nite Owwt Kick off!!

When:  Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 6:30 to 7:30 pm: Come in your favorite pajamas. There will be a prize for the best slippers worn!

Where:  Elmer UMC

Cost: $10 per child, $20 cap per family
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Wednesday Nite Owwt is held every Wednesday evening from 6:30 to 7:30 pm from October through April. This program is for pre-school children through adults.  Doug’s Wednesday night group continues and now meets at The Hangar. We now have an Adult Bible Study Class that will be taught by Charmaine Sutton.

Come and find out about Jesus and your faith, sing songs, play games and have fun and fellowship!   Bring your friends!!

For more details, please check our website at www.elmerumc.org or call the church office at 856.358.0135.

John 14:6  Jesus said:  I am the way, the truth

[image: image10.wmf]and the life.  No one comes to the Father

except through me.

Gym Night at the Hangar!!

Sunday, October 5th
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Jr/Sr High

6:30-8:30pm
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Our Fourth Annual Pumpkin Chunkin’

                Starting at 2pm

   4th            Sunday October 26th
                           at Zeck’s Farm,

                          Games, Food

                           & Hayrides!!

We would appreciate donations of “like new” stuffed animals, scarecrow hats, wigs, raggy clothes, and accessories!!!  Also, please see Doug if you would like to help on that day.
Any questions, please see

Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@elmerumc.org
The Adult Fellowship will leave the church parking lot to go to Nottingham, Pennsylvania for a tour of the Herr’s Potato Chip Factory on Monday, October 6th at 9:30am.
The YCW Class will meet at the Point 40 Diner at 12:30pm on Tuesday, October 14th for lunch and a business meeting.

Boomers Hay Ride and Bonfire
6pm Saturday, October 11th

at Sharon and Dave Zeck’s home

91 Pinyard Road, Monroeville
358-3010

Please bring your own lawn chairs and side dish or dessert. Meat and beverages will be provided. Please sign up on the small bulletin board downstairs.
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Houghton College

CPO 376, Houghton, NY 14744

Dear Friends and Family,

   Thank you for your support over the years as you have partnered with our family. We could not be here without you.

   On January 2nd  of this year, when all seven of us were together for the first time in a year and a half, we took a “pulse” with our kids to find out how they were with their schooling situations, jobs, etc. This time some significant needs and concerns with one of the children were revealed – issues familiar to third culture kids (TCKs) which had been bottled up in an effort to not “rock the boat.” We saw that these should be addressed, and the only viable solution was to return to the States for a period of time. We have felt that we should do this together, rather than leave that one alone to face these things. (We do not mention the name of this child so as to not draw particular attention or cause embarrassment.) We realize that we could stay in Slovakia and allow this one to go through these things in the States while we carry on ministry here in Slovakia. However, as a family, we have gone through some difficult things before – together. We do it as our responsibility together now, too. Our children had faced many things overseas without becoming rebellious or turning from the Lord. We are so grateful! We do not return to the States regretful for a sad situation, but taking our responsibility as parents supporting our children. This is not an inconvenience to us; it is part of what we are willing to do as parents. We want this child, and all of our children, to have a healthy view of missions, of parenting, of God, and of life. It is not just about this moment, but about the future.

   In discussing these things, Houghton College came up as a potential place of temporary ministry, while still remaining involved with stateside ministry for Trans World Radio. We have worked with students all our married lives and had them living in our home so this falls very naturally into our experience and lifestyle. Heather, who just graduated from Houghton College in May, suggested their Missionary in Residence (MIR) program. They requested two to four years (standard) while we were originally intending to do only one year to one and a half in the States. Understandably, this has to do with the time needed to more fully invest in student lives.

   The arrangement with Houghton College is that we will interact with students, take part in student mission organizations, provide hospitality, take part in chapels as requested, and in return, Houghton will give us a very small allowance toward a class or two. The MIR program does not offer salary, housing, insurance or anything like that. We are totally on our own for these. Our support changes only in that we will go to a one family support pool. In other words, if our supporters discontinue support, we will feel it directly, as TWR will not be making up any of our “salary” costs. We do not know if this will put Roberta into a position where she will need to work outside TWR with a second job. We are taking it one step at a time. It is a walk of faith. Roberta has long wanted and felt the need to work on her Masters in Education. This would open options for her in the educational realm and enable the Bratislava Educational Resource Center (BERC) to be a place where US student teachers can come and receive the qualified supervision necessary. We hope to develop this avenue with our Bryan College partnership.
   Our intention is to return to Slovakia after about two years and continue to work there. Already trips are being planned for me to travel back to Eastern Europe to keep up the interaction and keep a first hand perspective of the different ministries as they continue to develop. Roberta also plans to return a few times, as she is able, to provide support and assistance to BERC along the way. We do not look at our time in the US as a sabbatical or a leave of absence, but as a temporary “home” assignment so we can deal with family issues, care for our children, and retool.
   We would appreciate it if you would stand with us for this extended time in the United States, in this situation. We have served faithfully for almost 25 years now. Can it really be that long? And we do not feel that our time is yet over. During this time, Trans World Radio has opened the opportunity for friends to invest further, whether monthly, from time to time, or a one-time financial gift. If you’d like to be part of the retooling process, you may send a financial gift to Trans World Radio, noting that it is for the Hill family. TWR will then pass it along to us.

   Thank you for being supportive of us through all these years. You have stood with us through other very difficult times, as we well remember! How thankful we are for each of you! Please continue to stand with us now.

Jim (jhill@twr.org) and Roberta (rhill@twr.org),

Heather, Melanie, Amy, and Stephen Hill

Submitted by Joan Harz, Missions Chair
Save the Date!!!

Sunday School Extravaganza!
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Sunday, October 26, 2008

   During the Sunday School Hour

(11:15am to 12:15pm)

Think costumes of “Bible” Characters

All ages invited – You’re never too old to get dressed up!!

[image: image15.wmf]HEALTHCARE MINISTRIES:  

MRSA INFECTION

(This topic was suggested.)
   MRSA infection is caused by staphylococcus aureus bacteria, usually called “staph.”  MRSA stands for Methicillin Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus.  It is resistant to the broad spectrum antibiotics commonly used to treat it. Staph bacteria are normally found on the skin or in the nose of about one-third of the population.  If you have Staph on your skin or in your nose but aren’t sick, you are said to be “colonized” but not infected, but you can pass it on to someone else. Staph bacteria are generally harmless unless they enter the body through a cut or other wound, and they still cause only minor skin problems in healthy people. Serious illnesses occur in people with weakened immune systems and the elderly, usually in hospitals or long term facilities.  Hospitals have been fighting MRSA for many years.

   MRSA has evolved into a super bug that has learned to

survive. Bacteria can mutate faster than new drugs can be produced. Their motto could be: “Whatever doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.” Aside from prescriptions, antibiotics can be found in livestock, and in the water supply that has been contaminated by runoff from feedlots into streams and groundwater.  If one drug doesn’t kill the bacteria, they become resistant to others. Until now not many drugs can be used against MRSA. Vancomycin is still used, but is becoming less effective.

   More recently, another type of MRSA has occurred among otherwise healthy people in the community.  This is called “Community-Associated MRSA.” CA-MRSA. It is responsible for serious skin and soft tissue infections and for a serious form of pneumonia. This type can be more dangerous to children because they don’t yet have antibodies to common germs, and their immune systems

aren’t fully developed.  The germ can enter the body through a cut or scrape and quickly cause widespread infection. CA-MRSA has affected sports teams due to skin-to-skin contact, or sharing razors, towels, uniforms, or equipment.  Outbreaks of CA-MRSA have occurred in military camps and in prisons.  People in close contact with health care workers are at risk. Hospitals have been fighting MRSA for many years.

   How can you protect yourself from MRSA in the community? The first and foremost advice is to WASH YOUR HANDS…WITH SOAP!!  Scrub hands for 15 seconds, then dry them with a disposable towel and use another towel to turn off the faucet. Carry a bottle of hand sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol for times you can’t use soap and water. Keep personal items personal.  MRSA spreads on contaminated objects such as sheets and towels as well as through direct contact. Keep wounds covered with sterile, dry bandages until they heal. This may protect you as well as the public and keep the bacteria

from spreading. Sanitize linens in a washing machine set on “hot” and dry them in a hot dryer.  Wash your hands and surfaces that might be contaminated. If you are prescribed antibiotics, take them all as ordered.  Don’t save some for another episode. You start to feel better and think it is OK to stop taking them; but the bacteria might not be destroyed, then live to fight another day.

   I am aware of a grocery store in Wisconsin that provides alcohol wipes to customers so they can wipe off the cart handles. I know people who, upon arriving home from church say, “wash off the friendship.” Maybe I sound like “Monk,” but there are dozens of opportunities for us to catch diseases and infections. Anyone with whom we come in contact could have a staph infection. So, as always: protect your immune system, eat right, get plenty of sleep, keep your fingers away from your face and eyes, be happy in the Lord, and wash your hands!

“For you are bought with a price.  Therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 
I Corinthians 6:19, 20.

Bonnie Kanady, RN
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   "Pumpkin Prayer"

{cut off top of pumpkin)
Lord, open my mind so I can learn
new things about you. 

{remove innards} 
Remove the things in my life that don’t please you. 
Forgive the wrong things I do and help me to forgive others.

{cut open eyes} 
Open my eyes to see the beauty you’ve made in the world around me. 

{cut out nose} 
I’m sorry for the times I’ve turned my nose at the good food you provide.

{cut out mouth} 
Let everything I say please You.

{light the candle} 
Lord, help me show your light to others through the things I do.
Amen
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