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Date:  MAY 2008
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   It’s Monday morning and I am in my office, basking in the warm afterglow from last night’s youth musical, “Life School Musical.” I can’t say enough about how wonderful this EUMC Drama Ministries’ production was. Ed and Carla Pitman did a tremendous job producing this along with their dedicated, veteran staff team. They really know how to get the most out of all the children, encouraging them to develop their individual talents. All of the kids did an amazing job! I was so proud of them! I can’t stop talking about it all over town. The commitment, the hard work, and the time and energy expended really paid off in a big way.

   I have been appreciating lately the dividends that this ministry pays out for our church (not unlike many of the ministries initiated and orchestrated by lay member volunteers within our congregation!) The impact that it has on the kids involved is fantastic:

· Not only are they learning key faith-life lessons and hearing the gospel themselves (through which several have accepted Christ personally), they are also learning to share their faith as they do so in the presentation. 
· Not only do they learn their lines through diligent study, but in doing so, memorize and soak up many Scriptures.
· Not only are they developing their individual talents and enhancing their self-confidence, they are learning to use their gifts in service of Jesus.
This is really what the gospel is all about – training and equipping young disciples of Jesus Christ to understand what ministry is all about and in doing so, reaching out to the community. I think this ministry is one of the most effective evangelistic outreach tools we have! This is the church at its best!
   This ministry powerfully enriches the faith and lives of the kids that participate, and profoundly blesses the entire church and community as well. I can’t say strongly enough, “Great job to all! Your hard work was well worth it.” Let us all be thus encouraged to give our best in loving service to our Lord and King!

In His Regard,
Pastor Al
Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School
April 6

18

142

71
April 13

18

144

55
April 20

16

129

67
April 27

20

174

76
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S. School
April 6

$4,087.12
952.25

75.22
April 13

$2,977.50
788.25

82.32
April 20

$4,441.05
981.25

72.70
April 27

$3,799.25
1,056.25

93.50
The Audit Committee is requesting that all books be turned into the church office as soon as possible. It is necessary that ALL books be reviewed to maintain our non-profit status. The audit is for 1/1/07 to 12/31/07. 

Thank you,

Mabel Lago
Audit Chair
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May Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

 1st
Lila Hathaway

 2nd
Marissa Moran, Raymond Dodge & Ken Sayell

 4th
Sarah Morgan

 5th
Chad Lago

 6th
Courtney Wygor & Benjamin Stiles 

 7th
Stephen Slavoff, Jr.

 8th
Linda Herrmann

 9th
Irene Sparks & Dave Schumacher

10th
Robyn Willis & Margery Kelly

11th
Stephen Quigg, Harry Hunt, Barbara Slavoff

& Bob Kanady

12th
Walt Voeckler, Jr. & Dayton Vail

13th
Paul Eller, III, Justin Timberman & Cole Batten

14th
Emily Cooke

15th
Charlotte Pfannerer & Sandra Zane

16th
Erika Harz 

18th
Jesse Pike & Chris Yago

20th
Curtis Robinson, Carly Rose Timberman

& Kerri Bratty

21st
Scott McDonald

22nd
Carla Pitman & Anthony Baldosaro

23rd
Jennifer Richards & June Clemick

24th
James Hathaway

25th
Benjamin H. Laury & Michael Hennessey

27th
Christopher Weed & Miranda Richmond

28th
Gracie Eller, Richard Montana & Thomas Kaliamouris

30th
Dianne Wentzell, Eric Harz & Hayley Scull

The YCW Class will meet on Tuesday, May 13th at 12:30pm at Dodge’s Restaurant for lunch and a meeting.

The Adult Fellowship Watch bulletin for details.

THE POWER OF PRAYER
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Thursday May 1, 2008
National Day of Prayer!
The Church will be open for prayer during the day to come and pray as you wish concluding with a prayer service in the parlor from 6pm to 7pm.
Elmer UMC wants you to be a part of something wonderful!

All you have to do is PRAY!

Wherever you are!
At times given below if you can pray…please do!

· Pray for wisdom, guidance, and righteousness for new leaders and educators.

· Pray for health unity and righteousness for new families

· Pray for hearts to turn toward and be led by God.

· Pray that God’s Will be done

5am
President Bush, Vice-President Cheney & the Cabinet
5:30am
US Congressmen, US Senators, US Supreme   Court
6am
     NJ Governor Corzine

6:30am
NJ Congressmen, NJ Senators, NJ Supreme Court
7am           Mayor Stemberger, Elmer Borough Council, Municipal Staff
7:30am
     Bishops of the United Methodist Church
8am           General Conference – Delegates and Decisions
8:30am      Pastor Alan Darby
9am           Pastor Darby’s Family
9:30am      Elmer UMC Staff – Doug Cooper, Linda Dilks, Miriam Gibson, Jim and Pat Hall
10am
Administrative Council, Trustees, Work Areas and Age Level Coordinators
10:30am
Elmer UMC Sunday School
11am
Elmer UMC Ministries

11:30am     Elmer UMC Programs & Bible Studies

Noon          Salvation for the Unsaved

12:30pm     Renewal & Rededication to Christ

1pm           Our Families

1:30pm
     Those in our church who are sick or shut-in

2pm
     Missionaries around the world

2:30pm
     Missionaries supported by Elmer UMC

3pm           Those who have lost loved ones through     violence

3:30pm
     Schools that our children attend

4pm
     The Hangar

4:30pm
     Capital Funds Project

5pm
     Our Military for safety and support

Please continue to pray for these things not only today, but everyday!

All things are possible through Christ.

“God’s Children”

PLAY DATE
Come join our very first get-together for mommies with children ages 5 and under.

When:  Saturday, May 3rd
Time:  3pm (after naps) until ???

Pizza for dinner for those 

who’d like to stay

Where:  Eileen Eller’s home

28 Orion Way, Sewell

RSVP:  270-2519 or 609-774-2262
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Place:  Elmer United Methodist Church

Date:
7:00pm Sunday, May 4, 2008

(A free will offering will be taken)

Cake and Coffee Reception to follow

after the concert in the Fellowship Hall
American Red Cross
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Monday, May 5th
1:30 – 7:30pm

In our Church Fellowship Hall
Appointments are preferred – please call Florence Bramell 358-2191 to make yours.

Mother/Daughter
Covered Dish Supper

Saturday, May 10th 

After 6:00pm Praise and Worship Service

The Covered Dish must be prepared by the males of the family!! Meat will be provided.

Please sign up ASAP on the bulletin board downstairs. See Ed Pitman or John Bucolo if you have any questions.

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 11th!!
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CROHN’S DISEASE

   Crohn’s Disease is a condition in which the lining of your digestive tract becomes inflamed, causing severe diarrhea and abdominal pain. The cells in the intestine retain large amounts of water and salt. The colon can’t completely absorb this excess fluid so you have diarrhea.  Inflammation and ulceration may cause the walls of portions of your bowel to swell and thicken with scar tissue. Food moving through the intestinal tract can cause inflamed tissue to bleed or your bowel might bleed on its own.  

   Crohn’s Disease begins as small, scattered sores on the surface of the intestine, which can become large ulcers that penetrate into or through the intestinal walls. You may also have ulcers in your mouth similar to canker sores. Other signs and symptoms can include reduced appetite and weight loss, fistulas and abscesses, fever and fatigue, arthritis, eye inflammation, skin disorders, and inflammation of the liver or bile ducts. These symptoms can range from mild to severe and may develop gradually or suddenly, without warning.

   No one is sure what triggers inflammation in Crohn’s Disease. It is possible that a virus or bacterium may cause it. When your immune system tries to fight off the invading microorganism, the digestive tract becomes inflamed. It could be because of an abnormal immune response to bacteria that normally live in the intestine.  About 20% of people have a parent, sibling or child who also has this disease.

   Crohn’s Disease can strike at any age, but most people are diagnosed with it between the ages of 20 and 30. It can affect any ethnic group, but if you are Jewish and of European descent, you are 4-5 times more likely than others to develop this disease. It is possible environmental

factors are involved or a diet high in fat or refined foods.

If you smoke, you are more likely to develop it. It also increases your risk of colon cancer. Screening will include a colonoscopy. Needless to say, if you have Crohn’s Disease you will certainly be seeing your physician! There are several drugs that suppress the immune system and also have side-effects.  

   Self-care includes limiting or avoiding dairy products and substituting yogurt or low lactose products. Foods that contain a lot of fat such as butter, margarine, peanut butter, nuts, mayonnaise, avocados, cream, ice cream, fried foods, chocolate, and red meat should be avoided. Eat five or six small meals instead of 3 larger ones. Avoid “gassy” foods such as beans, cabbage, broccoli, spicy food, citrus, popcorn, alcohol, caffeine, and sodas. You will need fiber.

You might need a dietitian’s help to coordinate a diet for your needs.

   Although stress doesn’t cause Crohn’s Disease, it can make the symptoms much worse. When you are stressed, your normal digestive process changes. You may be able to reduce stress with exercise, biofeedback, relaxation and breathing exercises. Deep breathing can help relax your abdominal muscles, which may lead to more normal bowel activity. Or you could try hypnosis or set aside 20 minutes a day for any activity you find relaxing. Talk to a friend.

   “He leads me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul.”



Psalms 23:2 and 3.

Bonnie Kanady, RN
[image: image12.jpg]


Missions Report

Handi*Vangelism Ministries
Tim Sheetz, Exec. Director
   In 1973, my wife, Kathy and I set out “not knowing where we were going!” After 61/2 years of being involved in a wonderful ministry to children with disabilities at Hope Town Resident Christian School in upstate New York, He was asking us to go…We obeyed and He blessed. At that time, our promised land was a rented home in New Jersey. Our “tent” was Bible Club Movement (now BCM International) and the city was Handi*Vangelism Ministries International. “whose architect and builder is God!”

   What a journey these 35 years have been. H*VMI is celebrating, with joy, all that God has done in this ministry to develop it into ten distinct areas of compassion, ministering to people who have disabilities and other special challenges in their lives. Following is a timeline of ministry beginnings:
1) 1974
Disability Training
 - Supporting the church in disability ministry

2) 1975 Discipleship Ministries

 - Year round opportunities for people with disabilities

3) 1976 Sharing Hope

 - Hospital/Rehab Ministries

4) 1981 BASIS

 - For bereaved parents and children (SIS)

5) 1987 Twilight Senior Ministries

 - For those in nursing homes

6) 1987 Grief Seminars

 - Help for coping with loss

7) 1990 PIP Parents In Progress

 - For parents of individuals with disabilities

8) 1990 Rest Ministries

 - For those who have experienced abuse, addictions, imprisonment
9) 1995 International Ministries

 - Handi*Vangelism Ghana begins

10) 2003 Minds Renewed

 - Addresses mental health issues

2004 Handi*Vangelsm becomes

Handi*Vangelism Ministries International
   Upcoming events that need prayer support are:
May 21-July 5
Handi*Camp

Aug 16th
PIP Parents in Progress/Handi*Camp Family Picnic

35th Anniversary Celebrations

October 10
Concert with Christine Wyrtzen



Calvary Church, Lancaster, PA

October 11
Banquet with Don and Christine Wyrtzen



Shady Maple, East Earl, PA

Please check out our website. There is always something new to view. With one of our new features you can find out more about H*VMI missionaries. Please visit our new missionary personal pages by typing in www.hvmi.org/missionaries and clicking on each of the names listed.

   We support Mark and Jodi Amey who work with Handi*Vangelism. They have the new van and thank all who helped in its purchase.

Submitted by Joan Harz, Missions Chair

The following items are needed by Handicamp Ministry:  5 oz plastic cups. paper towels, Lysol spray, Comet cleanser, Wet Ones, and stain sticks.  Handicamp, will begin at Malaga Camp on June 8. Please leave your donations in the church vestibule.
Youth Schedule

Middlers Mystery Night

Sunday, May 4th
Meet at the church at 5pm & please bring $5.00 for dinner

Jr/Sr High

May 3rd Yard Sale

9am – 2pm     In front of the Church

If you have items to donate towards our yard sale, please call the church office to have them placed in the church garage til the sale. Thank You!!
Movie Night: “No Intelligence Required”

Friday, May 9th     Watch bulletin for details
Arena Football – Phil. Soul vs Columbus

Saturday, May 17th
Meet at the church at 5:30pm  We will deliver kids home after game. Tickets are only $3.00 while they last. Secure your ticket by paying for it! We will NOT be stopping for dinner. Be sure to bring money for snacks.

All Youth
Lunch & Float Building for Memorial Day Parade at the Coopers (316 Broad St.)
1:00 – 3:30pm Sunday, May 25th
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Memorial Day, Monday, May 26th
Meet at the Coopers at 8:30am. Picnic or Pickup at the Stemberger’s on 4th Street following parade
Watch Bulletin and Church Website for details!

Any questions please see

Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@elmerumc.org
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MARY KAY COSMETIC REORDER FUNDRAISER

Dear Friends and Families, 

   Once again I will be coordinating a fundraiser with my Mary Kay Consultant, Nancy Motson to raise funds for our youth group.  We received $362 from this fundraiser last year! 

   We will be taking orders and reorders for your favorite Mary Kay products.  Nancy has given me the latest brochures for you to look through. Also, you can go directly on her website www.marykay.com/nmotson1  to see the latest products.  

   Orders towards our project can be placed now through May 15th.   

   Your orders may be placed directly to Nancy by phone, e-mail and through her website, just mention that it is for Youth in Missions.   

· She will process and send your order promptly as it is received.    

You have the option of paying by:

· check payable to Nancy H Motson, 
· credit/debit cards: Visa, MasterCard, Discover, Amex 

   This year we opted not to have a demonstration.  Nancy is willing to take any time with you that you need in person or by phone regarding your needs or questions.  

   Thank you for making this effort a continued success, please share this project with others!

Contact Information:

Kathy Laury- (856) 358-6019

Mary Kay Consultant – Nancy H Motson

Website – www.marykay.com/nmotson1 

E-mail- nmotson1@marykay.com 

Phone – (856)456-1368 
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 “Veggie Tales, the Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything”

Elmer Community
Vacation Bible School
When:


July 7 – 11, 2008

Where:
Elmer UMC, 21 S. Main & Church Sts

Time:


5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.




Dinner will be served

Age:


Pre-K to 99

Volunteers welcome!!!

We will be having the Elmer Community Vacation Bible School on the above dates.  Look for your post card in the mail or notice in your local newspaper.  You can also check out our website for more details at www.elmerumc.org.  

Please feel free to contact Joanne Daly, VBS Coordinator, 856.358.8826 or e-mail her at trdandjcd@comcast.net.

Mark 10:14  When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
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