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   We have been blessed tremendously by the Lord here at Elmer United Methodist Church! With the Apostle Paul, I have confidence that, “my God will supply all our needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 4: 19). Our feelings don’t always align with our faith in these matters, especially in times of economic instability. Nevertheless, God’s promises are always there and His faithfulness is great.
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   Lately there has been a great deal of discussion about how to face our church’s financial shortfalls and budge deficits. The causes of these challenges are multi-faceted. Among them, we see our nation’s shaky economy impacting all our personal family budgets as well as the rising costs of the heating and cooling of our facility. As we face this challenge, it is imperative that we do it together, united in Christ’s love. We absolutely need to seek the Lord in prayer fervently on this matter. We need to be extremely careful not to fall to the temptation of looking to place blame or point fingers, and therefore give the devil an opportunity. As we try to come up with solutions to our problem, we have to recognize the seriousness of our situation and trust that the Lord will give wisdom to our church leaders. Amidst the suggested strategies of solution are budget cuts to current and future spending, cuts to staff salaries across the board, and possibly revisiting selling off some of our assets like the house on 23 Church Street. It is abundantly clear that we do not agree on these options, and probably will not have unanimity on decisions made. That being said, it is essential that we all work very hard to deal gently and graciously with one another in all of our discussions. The health, present stability, and future prosperity of our church family are all at stake. Whatever happens, we must continue to love one another as Christ commands and be clear in our vision of ministry. Above all, we are clearly commissioned to reach out to our community and the world to make disciples of Jesus Christ, solely to the honor and glory of His kingdom. Let us move forward faithfully and courageously, prayerfully and carefully for Jesus sake!


In His Regard,
 Pastor Al
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July Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

1st
Jordan Hess & Jacob Hunter

2nd
Jenette Wildman

3rd
Linda Thomas, Donna Stemberger & Eva Irelan

4th
Trina Richards & Lanie Young

5th
Joan Daniels & Craig Thomas, Jr.

6th
Andrew Shaw, Kara Stemberger & Kimberly Chapman

7th
Julia Garrison & Diana Donovan

8th
Andrew Clemick

9th
Mary Lou Newkirk & Susan Steier

10th
Joey Bucolo & Leroy Horner

11th
Pam Schumacher

14th
Zachary Schneider & Joan Harz

15th
Ernestine Halikman & Georgeann Batten

16th
Annette Evans

17th
Keith Elliott, Paula Fackler & Nicole Stemberger

18th
John Hathaway, Danielle Montana & Allison Wildman

19th
Lucy Stiles, Dylan Hall & Brennan Richmond

20th
Julia Brown & Liam Donnelly

21st
Cloe Elliott, Matt Cooper, Sara Rodriguez, Tom Parish & Peggy Canale

25th
Ethan Adams 

26th
Jesus & Julio Jiménez & Emma Pike

27th
Aylani Eberl, Lee Lacy, Olin Craver, Jr., 
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& Nichole Hall

28th
Robert McGill & Jessica Filippoli

31st
Grace Hennessey
& Karen Wolfe
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Happy Birthday to All!!
1st
Christina Voeckler

2nd
Lameta Sagers & Tom Hill

4th
Matthew Snyder & Michael A. Donovan

5th
Robert Jenkins

6th
Michael Vanderhoff

7th
Christopher Darby 

8th
Dawn Hess & Joan Hathaway

9th
Adam Jenkins

10th
Brittany Laury & Blair Hathaway

11th
Spencer McDonald

12th
Robert Halter 

13th
Art Kelly

14th
Suzie Richards, Leslie Bishop & Paul Daniels

16th
Jesse Hunter & Earl Hitchner

17th
Debbie Schwartz, Lisa Bishop & Brooke Batten

18th
Jim Hall, George Mottola & Ashley Hannah

19th
Emily Greene, Zane Cooper, Linda Dilks 


& Jarred McCafferty 

20th
Elden Evans & Kirby Layton

21st
Caitlin Hess

22nd
Claire Corsey, Mabel Lago & Kevin Rosney

23rd
Nicole Kaliamouris & Curtis Elliott

24th
Barbara Reiti

25th
Michael Kulig & Erica Wriggins

26th
Christian Montero

28th
Oscar Jenkins 

29th
Jane Cooke & Stacy Smith

30th
Burry Timberman, Jr.

31st
Christine Hill, John Fisler & Robin Cooper
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      World Gospel Mission
       “Call to Prayer”
   Recently, while on a business trip to Santa Cruz, Bolivia, I took a recreational break with our WGM Bolivia field leaders, Ron and Bonnie Gouge. Engaged in a very hot, competitive volleyball game with some of their family and friends, we were interrupted by the antics of their little two-year old granddaughter who, watching her older brothers climb a nearby guayava tree, wanted to do the same. She was unable to even reach the lowest branch, so Bonnie went over, picked her up, and helped her simply hang from that lowest branch. We all stopped to watch as Bonnie hovered over her little granddaughter, who, hanging with both hands, beamed with pride, wanting to do it over and over again as we clapped for her. What struck me first was that she could never had done this without Bonnie’s help, and second, the joy on Bonnie’s face. As far as Bonnie was concerned, her joy, her honor, her success was in making her little granddaughter successful. I saw it – this is what being a Christian is all about. This is what missions is all about.
   After years of ministry, I have concluded that, like Bonnie with her granddaughter, no one is truly successful until they have made someone else successful. Everyone likes to be honored in some way, but true honor is not in “look what I did” but rather “look at what someone else has done, and I got to help.” Here is real joy.
   My time in Bolivia was with a leadership team from a leading American Christian university. We were there specifically to study and discuss the possibilities of partnership affiliations between them and Bolivian Evangelical University. Affiliation could help advance the cause of Christian education in South America. Christian education: the greatest tool, potential, power, and need in missions today. No greater good can happen than to train, mentor, and inspire young people who will duplicate…No!...Who will multiply in countless lives these Christian truths, principles, and practices way beyond their teachers. That is success! And that was the thinking of a Master Teacher who poured Himself into the lives of certain men and women in a very localized culture and setting, knowing that they, filled with God’s Spirit, would break out of those cultural and geographical boundaries, multiplying His life and heart around the world. That, my friends, was the real joy and success of Jesus’ ministry – making someone else successful. He is doing that again and again through people like you and me who in turn learn what real success is by making others successful. Have you ever known that joy?
   I challenge you to find ways to continue getting involved in missions, but more than that, find ways in which you can get others involved in missions. Make that your greatest success in your service to the Lord.

Hubert Harriman

President of World Gospel Mission

   Through World Gospel Mission we have sent support to Bolivian Evangelical University since its beginning and to Meredythe Scheflen, its founder. Now, we also send support to Len and Betsy Phillips who teach there.
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Submitted by
Joan Harz

Missions Chair

“Veggie Tales, the Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything”
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Vacation Bible School

When:

July 7 – 11, 2008

Where:

Elmer UMC

21 S. Main & Church Streets

Time:

5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.



Dinner will be served

Age:

Pre-K to 99

We will be having the Elmer Community Vacation Bible School on the above dates.    You can also check out our website for more details at www.elmerumc.org.  

Please feel free to contact Joanne Daly, VBS Coordinator, 856.358.8826 or e-mail her at trdandjcd@comcast.net.

Mark 10:14  When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.
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The Cherub Choir Trip

has been rescheduled for Saturday, July 19th from 12:00 to 4:00pm. Each child should bring a sandwich for lunch. We will supply everything else. Please contact Donna Stemberger with any questions, 358-2509 or dkstembug@yahoo.com.

Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Social

7pm Saturday, July 19th
To benefit
The Youth in Missions

Tickets are $5 for ice cream and all the fixin's!! Hot dogs, snacks and beverages will be available for purchase. (Water is free)

 

There will also be a silent auction with some great prizes: a weekend at the shore, a weekend in the Poconos, baked goods and themed baskets.

 

There will also be a prize for the Best Hat.

 

Contact Donna Stemberger, 358-2509 or Karen Bucolo, 358-7467 or bucolojk@yahoo.com
SAVE THE DATE!!!

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 23, 2008

Youth Schedule

Please watch bulletins for details

on upcoming events

Mission Trip to KY
August 3rd – 9th 

Watch Bulletin and Church Website for details!

Any questions please see Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@elmerumc.org
Media Ministry

The Media Ministry (Sound and Video) are in NEED of volunteers. Please do not let a fear of technology keep you from serving in this ministry. We provide training and written procedures. Scheduling is based on your availability. Please see Jenn Lloyd if interested, or email: JennLloyd@comcast.net or phone:  694-2485. Thank you!

Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School

June 1

26

171

72

June 8

18

157

70

June 15

17

147

43

June 22

12

139

45

June 29

19

143

47

Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School
June 1

$4,507.62
$804.25

$20.60

June  8

$2,717.35
$597.25

$79.60

June 15

$4,628.50
$723.25

$62.83

June 22

$4,197.05
$491.25

$51.00

June 29

$4,822.25
$303.00

$45.00

HEALTHCARE Ministries
MORE SUMMER SURPRISES

              BEE STINGS

      The two greatest risks from most insect stings are allergic reaction which in some individuals could be fatal; and infection which is more common and less serious.  Some people who know they will have a severe allergic reaction in case of a bee sting carry an auto-injector of epinephrine called an EpiPen with them.  

   Bees leave a stinger attached to a venom sac. Do not try to pull it out as it will release more venom. Instead gently scrape it out with a blunt-edged object such as a credit card or a dull knife. Wash the area with soap and water several times a day until the skin is healed. Apply a cold or ice pack, wrapped in cloth, for a few minutes, apply a paste of baking soda and water and leave it on for 15 to 20 minutes.  Take Tylenol for pain, unless you are allergic. Over-the-counter products which contain ammonia are available for the itching or pain of insect stings. You may also take an over-the-counter antihistamine approved by your doctor.

   Seek immediate medical attention if you are stung in the mouth or nose as swelling may interfere with your airways; or if you have  large areas of swelling, abnormal breathing, tightness in throat or chest, dizziness, hives, fainting, nausea or vomiting, or persistent pain or swelling.   Get medical help.

PUNCTURE WOUNDS

A puncture wound from stepping on a nail can be dangerous because of the risk of infection. It might carry tetanus spores or other bacteria. Your doctor will probably give you a tetanus booster within 48 hours of the injury if you haven’t had a tetanus shot within five years. Bites from humans or animals including domestic dogs and cats can be especially dangerous. If the wound bleeds excessively and doesn’t stop, try gentle pressure with a clean cloth or bandage. Clean the wound as well as possible and apply antibiotic ointment, unless you are allergic to it to keep the surface moist and discourage infection. Exposure to air speeds healing, but bandages can help keep the wound clean. Change the dressing at least daily or when it becomes wet or dirty. Watch for signs of infection, redness, warmth, swelling, or drainage. If you are on a trip or in the woods, you might want to have a First-aid kit with you.  We should all be prepared.

   If the puncture is deep, contaminated or is the result of a human or animal bite, see your doctor to evaluate and treat the wound. You may have been exposed to rabies. It will be helpful if you know whether the animal has had rabies shots. The animal should be confined for ten days of observation by a veterinarian, and it should be reported to the county public health officials. You will be given antibiotics and possibly a rabies vaccination series.

   Wishing you a safe and happy Summer! 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12

Bonnie Kanady, RN[image: image4.emf]
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