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   Last night I had the opportunity to watch a movie called “Amazing Grace.” It was out in the theaters some time ago and now is released on DVD for home viewing. I am somewhat chagrined that I didn’t see it when it was first released because I found it compelling and inspiring. “Amazing Grace” is the story of William Wilberforce, a British political leader in the late eighteenth century, who led reforms in the UK including the abolition of the slave trade. A significant part of the story was the influence on Wilberforce’s life and faith by his pastor, John Newton, author and composer of the classic hymn, “Amazing Grace.”
   One of the striking things about the story is his struggle between the political life and his sense of call from the Lord. In a conversation with soon to be Britain’s Prime Minister, William Pitt, and friends in the abolitionist movement, Wilberforce voiced his dilemma. He said he was having trouble deciding whether to serve God or serve his nation as a politician. The answer he received was, “It is possible to serve both God and country at the same time.”
   Today, much of our attention is focused on the American political scene with presidential campaigns leading to our general election in November. For Christians, trying to determine the role they should play in the political arena, the challenge can be great. The scripture teaches us that we should be “light in the world” and “salt in the earth,” letting our light so shine before men that they may see your good deeds and glorify the Father in heaven.” The challenge to be “in the world but not of the world” can be difficult for the Christian in politics, yet the opportunity to be a witness for truth, and justice is huge, as we see in the example of William Wilberforce in his day.

   At the very least, Christians should be informed on the issues, faithful to vote their conscience, and praying for our political leaders. Elmer church is blessed to have several serving in political leadership in the county and community level. All of us need to support them in prayer, that their decisions might be graced with godly wisdom and their witness be filled with the Light of God’s Word. Let all of us not shrink from the call of God to be agents of His truth and justice in this day. May the Lord grant us faith, wisdom, and courage to do so.

In His Regard,
 Pastor Al
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June Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

1st 
Lucinda Shaw

2nd
Justin Nolan & Gail Moran

5th
Claire Hunt

6th
Karin Abbey & William Snyder

8th
Arlene Tice & Aaron Nolan

9th
Donald Bishop

10th
Ryan Schumacher & Sean Daly

11th
Tara Timberman

12th
George Dodge 

13th
Steven Fox, Stephen Dilks & Scott Snyder

14th
Vicki Dawson & Sean Brady

15th
Elinor Lubrano

16th
Hunter Thumlert & Scott Hess

18th
Mary  Shustock

19th
Dorothy Young

20th
Tyler Kulig & Judy Locke

21st
Bonnie Kanady & Justin Abbey

23rd
Linda Garrison

24th
Jacob McCafferty

25th
Jason Bishop & Sarah Slavoff

26th
Eileen Eller

27th
Dot Somers, Florence Bramell, June Carr 

& Dan Pitman

28th
Ken Thomas

29th
Andrea Babcock & Sandi Elliott

30th
Jon Hall, Ed Fuller, Jr., Denny Hardman 

& Chloey Parish
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If you have a graduate that you would like recognized, please let Doug Cooper know so that no one is missed!! Please don’t assume Doug realizes you or your loved one is graduating by SIGNING THE SHEET IN THE BACK OF THE SANCTUARY.

Althea Bates Scholarship

     Applications are now being accepted for the Althea Bates Scholarship. As a member of our church, if you are, or will be, a college student studying for education or ministry, $1,000 could be yours to help pay for tuition. Please submit a letter by June 1, 2008 expressing your interest in the scholarship and how your course of study is preparing you for a career in ministry or education. Address your letter to Doug Cooper, Youth Director, Elmer United Methodist Church, PO Box 375, Elmer, NJ 08318. All applications will be reviewed and the scholarship will be awarded on June 15th.
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Children’s Day Picnic
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SUMMER SURPRISES

This topic was suggested.  Source:  Mayo Clinic.

SPIDER BITES

   Only a few spiders are dangerous to humans:  the black widow spider and the brown recluse spider.   Both prefer warm climates and dark, dry places where flies are

plentiful. They live in dry, littered, undisturbed areas, such as closets, woodpiles, and under sinks.  

   The female black widow spider gives the more serious bite, but its bite is rarely lethal. The bite feels like a pinprick.  At first you may notice only slight swelling and faint red marks.  Within a few hours, intense pain and stiffness begin.  Other signs and symptoms of a black widow spider bite include:  chills, fever, nausea, and severe abdominal pain.  You can identify this spider by the red hourglass markings on its belly.

   The brown recluse spider can be identified by the violin-shaped marking on its top. The bite produces a mild stinging, followed by local redness and intense pain

within eight hours.  A fluid filled blister forms at the site and then sloughs off to leave a deep, enlarging ulcer.  Symptoms vary from mild fever and rash to nausea and listlessness.  In rare cases death results, more often in children.

   Wash the site of the spider bite well with soap and water.  Apply a cool compress over the spider bite location.  Tylenol or aspirin may be used to relieve minor signs and

symptoms in adults.  Don’t give aspirin to children.

   If you are bitten, and if it is possible, identify the spider.  If the spider bite is on an arm or leg, tie a snug bandage above the bite to help slow or halt the venom’s spread.  Make sure the bandage is not so tight that it cuts off circulation in the arm or leg. Use a cold cloth, dampened with cold water or ice, and seek immediate medical

attention.  Treatment for the bite of a black widow spider may require an anti-venom medication.  Doctors may treat a brown recluse spider bite with corticosteroids.

   Have a fun, safe summer.  Next month we will talk about bee stings, puncture wounds, or snakebites.

“For you are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your Spirit, which are God’s.”
 I Corinthians 6:19, 20.

Bonnie J. Kanady, RN
“Veggie Tales, the Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything”

Elmer Community
Vacation Bible School

When:

July 7 – 11, 2008

Where:

Elmer UMC, 21 S. Main & Church Sts

Time:

5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.



Dinner will be served

Age:

Pre-K to 99

Volunteers welcome!!!

We will be having the Elmer Community Vacation Bible School on the above dates.  Look for your post card in the mail or notice in your local newspaper.  You can also check out our website for more details at www.elmerumc.org.  

Please feel free to contact Joanne Daly, VBS Coordinator, 856.358.8826 or e-mail her at trdandjcd@comcast.net.

Mark 10:14  When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

The Adult Fellowship will have a picnic at the home of Elaine & Tom Masters on Monday, June 9th. Watch bulletin for more details.
The YCW Class will meet on June 10th. Please see Harriet Laury for info.
SAVE THE DATE!!!

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 16, 2008

Celebrating Grads and Dads
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Father’s Day!!

Youth Schedule

[image: image11.wmf]Middlers
Lunch and Road Trip
12:30 – 3pm Sunday, June 22nd
Meet in the church Fellowship Hall

after Sunday School,

Please bring $5 for lunch

Junior/Senior High
[image: image12.wmf]Off-Site Bible Study
Destination Unknown!!
5pm Sunday, June 1st
We’ll be leaving the church parking lot at 5pm sharp. Please don’t be late as we have reservations for 6pm.
We’ll be back by 8pm.
Children’s Day Picnic at the Schneiders

[image: image13.wmf]1pm Sunday, June 8th
21 Third St, Elmer

It’s a covered dish so make plans to come
and have a wonderful afternoon with us.

Game Night

5:30-7:30pm Sunday, June 22nd
Meet at the church. We’ll be outside if weather permits.
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Afternoon Road Trip

Sunday, June 29th
Still in planning stages.
See church website or watch bulletins for details.

Watch Bulletin and Church Website for details!

Any questions please see

Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@elmerumc.org
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Have some time this summer?

Join us for our
Annual Missions Trip
to Louisville, Kentucky

Date:

August 2nd – 9th, 2008
Where:

Louisville, Kentucky

Partners:
Edge Outreach (www.edgeoutreach.com)

Cost:

$550
This includes a non-refundable deposit of $100 by June 10th, meals, room and board for the week. The balance will be due on July 20th.
Missions Report

Expanding the Reach of the Gospel
 - PJ and Heather Garton - 
   We have chosen to send this packet to you because you have been a part of our ministry in the past by praying for us and or giving sacrificially. Over the years some of our contacts have been lost due to church movement, relocation, or poor communication on our part. It is our earnest desire to reach out and reconnect with as many as possible again, and if the Lord wills, to gain more ministry partners. We view the ministry that God gives us as a partnership. It is God’s work and He uses not only those who go, but also those at home. Together as a team we are seeing tribal people all over the world come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.
   For the last 10 years the Lord allowed us the privilege of serving Him at the NTM European Missionary Training Center in North Cotes, England. During our time there we were able to see several students from all over the world come to us and be trained to go out and reach the tribes with the gospel.

   In 1997 when we first arrived on the field a young German couple lived across the hall from us. They completed their training shortly thereafter and later went to Papua, New Guinea. They work with a tribe called the Dinnengat people. In April these people heard the gospel message for the first time in their own heart language. Today you and I have several brothers and sisters in Christ from the Dinnengat tribe.

   Currently our family is preparing to begin a new ministry at the NTM Missionary Training Center in Camdenton, MO. We hope to be moved and settled in MO by the second week in August. Our new ministry will be working as support staff at the MTC. PJ will be working on the construction team and Heather will work with the child care team. We are excited by the new challenges and look forward to interacting with the next generation of tribal missionaries. Although PJ will be on the construction team and not cooking, we are content as this will be a better fit for our family. A short list of Prayer and Praise:

 - We praise the Lord for this past year of furlough that God used to teach us so many things.

 - We would appreciate your prayers as we have a lot of traveling in the next few weeks. (NJ, MO, OH, IN, KY, NC)

 - Please pray for health, stamina, and a clear focus as we transition to MO. The saying goodbyes to family and friends again are not something we look forward to.

 - Pray for the kids as they start at a new school in August and begin to make new friends.

 - Pray that we reflect courageously the life of the Risen Lord Jesus in us, the Hope of Glory!

Serving the King of Glory,

PJ & Heather Garton

www.ntm.org/philgarton

PJ’s cell: 267-235-9594

Email: philgarton@ntm.org
Home phone: 570-368-1802

Submitted by Joan Harz, Missions Chair[image: image4.emf]
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