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   In a little over a week we will be launching in to the Lenten Season. The theme I’ve chosen for our focus this year comes from Max Lucado’s latest book, “3:16 – The Numbers of Hope.” I am hoping to form a sort of 40 Day Spiritual Adventure covering the six Sundays leading up to Easter.

   Listen to Max’s own words to introduce the theme: “Could you ponder the words of Christ and never immerse yourself into John 3:16? The verse is an alphabet of grace, a table of contents to the Christian hope. It is a twenty-six word parade of hope beginning with God, ending with life, and urging us to do the same. If you know nothing of the Bible, start here. If you know everything in the Bible, return here. We all need the reminder. The heart of the human problem is the heart of the human. And God’s treatment is prescribed in John 3:16.

God loves.
God gave.

We believe.

We live.

   “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life.”

   Please join me in the adventure to come!

In His Regard,
Pastor Al
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To date, $375,000 has been pledged. To that add specific donations, totaling $382,000.

We have now received $90,272.50 towards that pledge.



Thank you!!!
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Attendance:
Early

Morning

Sunday

Service

Worship

School
Dec. 2

16



69

Dec. 9

20

194

53

Dec. 16

18

138



Dec. 23

16

225

100
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Dec. 30

30

136

Dec. 8

Praise & Worship Service:  21

Dec. 16

Cantata Service:  179
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School
Dec. 2

$6,128.28
972.25

$114.00

Dec. 9

$14,528.50
$928.25

$88.00

Dec. 16

$4,801.50
$1,258.25


Dec. 23

$6,513.00
$1,338.25
$41.00

Dec. 30

$4,075.50
$440.25
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February Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!
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  1st
Sean Potero

  2nd
Evan Nolan

  3rd
Elaine Masters

  4th
Dawn Hemsley

  5th
Julie Wriggins

  7th
Priscilla Vanderhoff

  8th
Katie Cooke, Ed Fuller, III

Jessica Mottola & Albert Magonagle, Jr.

10th
Luke Stemberger, Cyndi Nolan & Tanya Olinda

11th
Diane Riddle & Robert Newkirk

12th
Ed Pitman & Albert Magonagle, Sr.

14th
Elwood Richmond & Brandie Guenther

15th
Madison Jo Brown & Keely Milligan

16th
Ashley DePalma

17th
Cheyenne Riddle, Linda Jiménez & Tyler Irelan

18th
Warren Magonagle

19th
Drew Dilks, Nellie Voeckler, Herb Stiles

& JoAnne Olbrich

22nd
David Bramell, Marc Adams & Delaney Chapman

23rd
Doug Cooper

24th
Bette Ann Kulig & Joe Hall

25th
Ethel Dodge, Kathy Laury
& Evan Pike

26th
Samuel Atkinson

27th
Bryce Priggemeier, Jr.


29th
Doug Carll & Jane Layman


CHURCH MARQUE SIGNS

The best vitamin for a Christian is B1.
Reputation is what people think about you.

Character is what God knows you are.
Don’t give up. Moses was once a basket case!

Life has many choices.  Eternity has two.               What’s yours?

Missions Report

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,

   May I request that you join me in praising our Creator God in and through the precious name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with the words of the Psalmist, who said, “Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all His benefits...” (Psalm 103: 1, 2) and “Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long” (Psalm 145: 1). May we also praise our Creator God in and through the precious name of our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ by singing, “Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; all I have needed Thy hand hath provided; great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me” #140 UMH.

   It is indeed through God’s grace and with the faithful support and loving sacrifice of each and every one of you along with the leadership of the Conference CFA, members of the Cabinet, Extended Cabinet, program staff and administrative staff that our shared ministry support came in at a higher percent than the previous years. Our shared ministry funds have jumped from 78.85 percent in 2005 to 85.54 percent in 2006, and to 86.59 percent in 2007. I appreciate the generosity and sacrifice demonstrated by all of you in carrying our commitment to the ministry and mission of Jesus Christ within and outside the borders of our conference, nation and world. I am fully aware of the fact that some of you have gone the extra mile in making this possible!
   Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

   Our Conference, CFA, after reviewing and comparing the status of our current financial situation including the mandated reserve as directed by our Annual Conference, has decided to use a portion of our surplus to remit to the General Church one hundred percent of our share of our connectional ministry funds. This is truly celebrative! It could not have been possible without God’s grace and your generous support and the diligent stewardship of the Conference, CFA and staff. I am proud of each and every one of you. As your Episcopal leader, I truly admire and congratulate each and every one of you for adding the name of Greater New Jersey Annual Conference to the list of the one hundred percent apportionment-paying conferences. Additionally, what a great privilege and holy boasting of our ability to take part fully in the ministry and mission of our connectional church in reaching out to all the children of God in different places in our global community.
   May God continue to inspire us with the compassionate love of Jesus Christ and by filling us with the power of the Holy Spirit as we continue our Christian journey.

   My hope is to see this excitement in the area of disciple making as we receive our statistical reports next month.

   Thanking and appreciating each and every one of you for your faithful, joyful and loyal participation in our connectional Christian journey.

In Christ’s love,

Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar
Our Church gave $13,551.00 to the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference.

Submitted by Joan Harz,

 Missions Chair

The Adult Fellowship will meet at 5:30pm on Monday, February 4th at the Church.  Lee and Charmaine hosting!!

“Hearts for Life”
17th Annual
Hor d’oeuvres & Dessert Banquet

To Benefit:

Cornerstone

Women’s Resource Centers

Celebrating 25 Years of Service!

February 21, 2008

6:30pm

Centerton Country Club

Pittsgrove, NJ

Tickets are complimentary but required

RSVP by February 14th
(Adults only please.)

See Cyndi Nolan (358-2645 or call 856-935-0300 or 856-453-0030

An opportunity to make a financial gift

To Cornerstone’s ministry will be extended.

****************************************************
Youth Schedule

Middlers
Baking Valentines!!

5-7pm Sunday, February 10th
We’ll meet in the church kitchen to bake valentines to share our love with our church family members in need of a special touch.

Gym Night at Elmer School

Middlers – 5-6:30pm Sunday, February 24th
Looking ahead!

Watch for information about our annual retreat which will take place in March. And, Bowling for Ranch Hope will be the second Sunday in March.

Jr/Sr High

SuperBowl Party at Aldine UMC

5pm Sunday, February 3rd
Digital Projector will allow you to see game life-size

Bring your friends and please bring $5.00


Retreat

February 8-10

Leaving at 4pm on Friday and returning late Sunday afternoon. $115

Off-Site Bible Study

5:30-8pm Sunday, February 17th
Bring a friend!!

Soup and Sub Sale
to Benefit Mission Trip

Saturday, February 23rd
Let’s get behind this and make it a huge success!!

Gym Night at Elmer School

6:30-8pm Sunday, February 24th
Watch Bulletin and Church Website for details!

Any questions please see

Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@aol.com
****************************************************


CARDIOPULMONARY RESUSCITATION, CPR

   CPR can save the lives of victims of ventricular fibrillation and ventricular tachycardia., but in the USA the technique saves fewer than five percent of out-of-hospital cardiac arrests.  THIS COULD BE BECAUSE PEOPLE DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO,  DON’T WANT TO GET INVOLVED, have been taught  differing ways to perform CPR or are afraid to try because they might cause harm. Bystanders are concerned about their own health due to AIDS, hepatitis, and drug-resistant tuberculosis. Elderly people are least likely to be trained in CPR techniques or are physically unable to help. Methods of doing CPR change every few years. Frequently, there are CPR classes in the community.

   Just as this article was due, I was given an e-mail attachment about Self CPR.  It describes what to do if you have a heart attack while you are alone. ‘Let’s say it’s 6:15 PM and you are driving home after an unusually hard day on the job. You’re really tired, upset, and frustrated. Suddenly you start experiencing severe pain in your chest that starts to radiate out into your arm and up into your jaw. You are only about 5 miles from the hospital nearest your home. Without help, the person whose heart is beating improperly and begins to feel faint has only about ten seconds left before losing consciousness.  However, these victims can help themselves by coughing repeatedly and vigorously.  A deep breath should be taken before each cough and the cough must be deep and prolonged.  This should be repeated every two seconds until help arrives. Deep breaths get oxygen to the lungs and keep the blood circulating. The squeezing pressure on the heart also helps it regain normal rhythm. In this way, victims can get to a hospital.

   Unfortunately, this has been called a hoax.  The people who wrote about it have retracted it. The American Heart Association says it shouldn’t be tried in the general public and needs to be used only where there is medical supervision. In the above example, I believe that the victim should call 9II, breathe, and cough.  He also needs help and prayer.  One source says he should take an aspirin to help dissolve blood clots. Another said someone needs to “thump” him twice to get his heart into a regular rhythm.  It took me a few years to stop automatically giving the “thump,” when it was taken out of the protocol. Perhaps it is back. Besides, in this article he is alone. What do you think about this?  Should he be driving in severe pain?  Do you think he could make it to the hospital? Does he have a cell phone? Will he hyperventilate and pass out anyway? Does he have aspirin with him? Think about what you would do. In an emergency when he thinks he is dying, why not go ahead and try deep breaths and coughing? It might buy time until the EMT’s get there. If you have had any experience with this technique, please let me know.

“Know ye not that your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost?”



I Cor. 6:19

Bonnie Kanady, RN[image: image4.emf]
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