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   Last month, when we were on our Haiti mission trip, we discovered the value of an American church partnering with a Haitian congregation for sponsorship and support. We saw firsthand how the Lord is moving in this “poorest of the poor” country. The Holy Spirit is being poured out on Haiti in such a way that Christianity is on the rise and voodoo is losing its influence. Souls are being saved for Christ, lives are being changed, even the Haitian economy is being impacted.

   We visited three churches in the Felmey’s village of Montrouis during our week with them. Our whole team was impressed by their deep faith and spiritual vitality. Richard Felmey told us that if their pastors were freed up to be in ministry full time, not having to provide support for their families on the side, the churches would really explode in ministry! The potential for evangelism and service is incredible!
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   Since the conversion rate of the US dollar to Haitian money is about 1 – 7.4, an American congregation can support a Haitian church for about $125 a month. For $125 (US) we could provide a pastor with $300/month salary (generous by Haitian standards), another $300 for benevolences to help his community support, and another $125 for church building needs. Richard and Beverly have seen several American churches step up and our Elmer UM Church Board has decided we want to join them to sponsor a particular Haitian Church.
   We’ve decided the best mechanism for members of our congregation to plug into this project is to use our monthly communion offering envelopes. Our thought is to give everyone the opportunity to add a dollar a month (or $4…1/week) to the offering envelopes already provided in the communion Sunday’s bulletin, placing them in the offering plate that week. With enough of us doing a little like this, we could do a lot for a sister Christian congregation in Haiti. A couple of months support have already been pledged and we are planning to let the Felmey’s (and “Feed My Sheep Ministries”) know of our commitment. Our church family is strongly committed to supporting the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world. This is just one more reachable goal to help do so.
God Bless You!

In His Regard,
Pastor Al
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April Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

1st
Jaime Pitman

4th
TJ Laury & Richard Harris, III 

7th
Jessica Bishop

8th
Heidi Priggemeier & Jesse Stemberger

9th
Ian Abbey  

11th
Christina Richards

14th
Arlinda Saul

15th
Jenna Filippoli & Evelyn Becker

16th
Amy Sayell & Herb Dilks

17th
Toby Irelan

18th
Trevor Sayell

19th
Bonnie Bishop, Jill Darby, Rebecca Hardman

 & Benjamin B. Timberman

21st
Thomas Masters
& Beverly Darby

23rd
Delaney Dilks & Ashton Mottola

24th
Catharine Wildman & Cheryl Yago

25th
Connor Richards & Charlie Olinda

26th
Fletcher Nelson

27th
Karen Garrison

28th
Hannah Hitchner, Grace Nelson & Sam Walker
29th
John Timberman

Elmer United Methodist Drama Ministries is proud to present
A youth musical about the real keys to life that are only found in Jesus


Life School Musical is a look into the situations that we all face today.  Life School Musical takes place in a classroom at Life School.  As the students are getting ready to study, “Life Science,” a strange crate arrives.  Several characters emerge from the crate and teach the students the true keys to life; faith, hope, and love through Jesus.

When:
April 29, 2008     Time:  7:00 pm
Admission is free.     Refreshments will be served.

The kids have really worked hard on this show.  Please invite friends and family to come out to this high powered musical with a great message.

Thanks!

Ed & Carla Pitman
Directors

SPRINGTIME SAFETY TIPS
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OR “AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION IS WORTH A POUND OF CURE.”

(This topic was suggested.  Thanks.)

   For some reason, about this time of year, I feel a surge of energy so strong that I try to do all of the spring work in one day.  Maybe you are that way too!  The first thing that calls to me is the yard work; and of course I over-do it on the first pleasant day.  

   For yard work safety, it is a good idea to limber up first.  You might not have used those certain muscles for awhile.  Use safety glasses to prevent injuries to your eyes.  Use ear protection when chopping weeds, using chain saws or leaf blowers.  Make sure your ladders are stable, and then don’t reach too far when pruning trees, or sprucing up your house.  Be careful not to let metal ladders or trimmers contact overhead wires.

   Wear protective clothing when you handle pesticides and fertilizers.  Never operate a mower in your bare feet, and avoid wearing loose clothing around machinery. Don’t leave your mower unattended while operational.  Thousands of people each year are treated in emergency rooms for lawn-mower injuries, or injuries from trimmers, lawn edgers, pruners, and power saws.  Make sure blade guards are in place on all cutting equipment. Unplug tools when not in use.  Use the right saw for the job.  Don’t let tools get wet unless they are labeled “immersible.”

   Clean up work areas.  Remove fire hazards, stacks of magazines, rags, and newspapers. Pay attention to the spaces around your furnace, hot water tank, fireplace, space heaters, and clothes dryer, as well as under the stairs.  Watch for spiders around your lawn equipment in the garage or tool shed.  Spider bites can kill more people each year than snake bites.  The Black Widow and the Brown Recluse spiders are most deadly. Watch for hibernating snakes in your tool shed that you have disturbed by moving rakes and lawn mowers.  If you have any mouse nests, be sure to spray them with a 10-1 bleach solution x 15 min. and wear a mask when you remove them.  This will prevent dried mouse urine and droppings from floating in the air and getting into your lungs. If you don‘t take precautions, you can get a deadly respiratory disease called Hantavirus.
   Before you get into pulling weeds, be sure you know how to identify poison ivy, sumac, oak, and other toxic plants.  Remember the gloves.  Still feel like tackling that job???
   Spring is a good time to make sure you have a working flashlight and a battery-powered radio for storms.  If the sky looks threatening, check to see if a storm watch or warning is in effect.  If you are already outside go into a building or enclosed vehicle. If a tornado is imminent go to the nearest safe structure, or the basement or an interior first-floor room of your home.  Or you might need to take cover in a ditch.

   Winter’s inactive muscles can take only so much strain.  Don’t overdo it. Build up slowly, or you might be put out of commission for longer than you would like.  You will want to enjoy the fresh air, sunshine, and the flowers!  And be thankful!

“For you are bought with a price:  therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit which are God’s.”
I Corinthians 6:19, 20.

Bonnie Kanady, RN
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Missions Report

What is at Stake at General Conference 2008?

By Mickey Ellis

   John Wesley prophetically said the following:
“I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should ever cease to exist either in Europe or America. But I am afraid lest they should only exist as a dead sect, having the form of religion without the power. And this undoubtedly will be the case unless they hold fast both the doctrine, spirit, and the discipline with which they first set out.”
   I think for most, deep down we are indeed aware that we as United Methodists are facing trying times, now more than ever, and it is time to be united in our Wesleyan beliefs and make a stand for the church we love.

   Philip K. Shiver wrote: “If ever a silent majority should have made a noise, it was during the past twenty-five years in our own church. With our silence, we gave tacit approval to the direction our church was taking.”

   Much will be determined for the United Methodist Church at General Conference this coming year (April 22 – May 2, 2008). So, what’s at stake? Just a few of the legislative priorities the Methodist Federation for Social Action (MFSA) has are as follows:

· Remove all language within the UM Discipline that would in any way prohibit full participation in the ministries of the UMC based on gender identity and/or sexual orientation. (That includes ordination)
· Call on the UMC to go on record at the 2008 General Conference in support of the work of, and membership in, the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice.

It is critical for every church member to make their voice heard. For the entire list, go to www.mfsaweb.org. Click on “General Conference” and then on “Legislative Priorities”).

Submitted by

Joan Harz

Missions Chair
Youth Schedule

MIDDLERS
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Off-Site Bible Study

5pm Sunday, April 13

Please meet at the church and bring $5 for dinner.

Big Birthday Bash

5-6:30pm Sunday, April 20

Let’s celebrate everyone’s birthday!! Games, gifts, prizes, food – the whole birthday experience!

JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH

Photo Scavenger Hunt

6-8pm Sunday, April 6th
Meet at the church and snap pics of all the right stuff and win a prize!

Mini-Golf and Ice Cream Outing
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5:30-8pm, Sunday, April 13th
Meet at the church.

Bring a friend and the golf is free!!

No friend??? - $10.00

Off-Site Bible Study

6-8:30pm Sunday, April 20th
Be prepared for anything!

Bring the same friend you brought golfing and win a prize!
Watch Bulletin and Church Website for details!

Any questions please see

Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@elmerumc.org
The Adult Fellowship will go out to dinner and then back at the Harz’ home for dessert on Monday, April 7th
at 6pm..

The YCW Class will meet at 12:30pm on Tuesday, April 8th at the Kountry Kitchen for lunch and a meeting.

New Members Class

A new members class will begin Sunday, April 13th
during the Sunday School hour and will run for
four weeks. If you are interested in joining our church,
please see Pastor Al.

THE SOLOMON REPORT

   What an encouragement to be able to see all that is happening at our church. The new fire alarm system has been installed. Joey and Jay Bucolo along with Ben Laury have been installing our new computer controlled thermostats. At the price of oil we should realize huge savings for years to come.

   Frank Locke and Bob Fisher have completely remodeled the parsonage bath and it is gorgeous. The kitchen ceiling has been repaired; new PEX plumbing has been installed from the water meter to the fixtures. The repair of the parsonage porch will be started this summer.

   The three Dave’s (Cooke, Zeck and Zeck) have been at the Hangar and have completed the framing (or complete restructuring, foundation to roof). Jason Brown and crew have roughed in the plumbing and Laury Heating has installed the downstairs duct work. The new septic tanks have been installed. Electric, insulation, and drywall will follow very shortly; there is a real chance that the youth center will be open in May or June.

   The progress that has been made is due to all of the prayers and the sacrifice of our church family. A little more than $90,000 has been collected towards our goal. In this time of financial insecurity, what we are trying to accomplish is miraculous. I DO KNOW THAT GOD IS SMILING UPON US.

 - Please continue to pray for our church and its many ministries.

Blair Hathaway

President, Trustees

Dancing With God
   When I meditated on the word, “Guidance” I kept seeing "dance" at the end of the word. I remember reading that doing God's will is a lot like dancing. When two people try to lead, nothing feels right. The movement doesn't flow with the music, and everything is quite uncomfortable and jerky. When one person realizes that, and lets the other lead, both bodies begin to flow with the music. One gives gentle cues, perhaps with a nudge to the back, or by pressing lightly in one direction or another. It's as if two become one body, moving beautifully. The dance takes surrender, willingness, and attentiveness from one person.  

And gentle guidance and skill from the other. My eyes drew back to the word “Guidance.”  When I saw "G": I thought of God, followed by "U" and "I".
"God, "U" and "I" dance."   God, you, and I dance.   

As I lowered my head, I became willing to trust that I would get guidance about my life.  

   Once again, I became willing to let God lead.  My prayer for you today is that God's blessings and mercies are upon you on this day and everyday. May you abide in God, as God abides in you.
   Dance together with God, trusting God to lead and to guide you through each season of your life.   

Author Unknown[image: image3.emf]
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