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SEPTEMBER  2007
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   In about a week the summer 2007 will be officially over and everything will be getting back to the normal schedule. Schools will be in session, Sunday School will have its Fall Kick-off Rally, and choirs will return to rehearsals, Christmas play tryouts and play practice will be commencing and so. Something else you will be hearing a lot about is our Elmer UMC capital funds campaign drive taking off in September. We are calling it the SOLOMON Campaign for the acronym Securing Our Legacy, Our Ministries, Our Needs. Hoping to reflect the wisdom of King Solomon, who first built the Lord’s Temple in Jerusalem, we are hoping to wisely build, rebuild, and restore facilities for the Lord’s work here in Elmer today.

   Our vision statement for our SOLOMON Campaign is “to honor the Past by restoring our foundation, to support the Present by renovating our sanctuary, and to bless the Future by building for our children and our children’s children.” Our heritage is built upon the foundation of forward thinking leadership provided by such people as Rev. Alfred Wagg, Rufus W. Smith, A.D. Carmen, Franklin Bishop, and the Hitchner Family. Dating back as far as 1862, when the first church building was begun, the people called Methodists in our community had a commitment to produce and provide a center of worship for the purpose of spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Having received this legacy, faithfully maintained over generations, we have a charge to keep and a mission to fulfill here in Elmer.

   Seeing the growing number of babies in our congregation and baptisms being performed in our church, I have reason to believe that we have great potential for a bright future together. Watching the kids in the younger youth groups, children’s choirs, and musicals, I can’t help but imagine what our youth groups could be like in 5-10 years and our church leadership could be in 20-30 years. Every time I hear of prospective building development being planned for our area, I can’t help but think of the implications for growing a vital ministry for Jesus Christ here. Someone will step up to the call to reach them for our glorious Savior! Why not let it be us?

   Please begin praying today for our church, the needs and the challenges of the SOLOMON Campaign. I continually thank God for the spirit and vitality of this congregation. Let us truly “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” with the promise that “everything else will be added.”
In His Regard,
 Pastor Al
Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School
July 1

13

121

39
July 8

21

122

42
July 15

16



54
July 22



123

39
July 29

28

116

Fritz away
Aug. 5

21

98

Fritz away
Aug. 12

18

100

38
Aug. 19

16

114

39
Aug. 26

38

116
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School
July 1

$3,137.00
$382.25

$50.00
July 8

$3,121.11
$467.25

$92.00
July 15

$4,011.62
$618.25

$121.00
July 22

$4,078.56
$1,273.00
$100.20
July 29

$4,053.11
$943.50



Aug. 5

$4,337.01
$738.25


Aug. 12

$3,995.12
$1,387.25
$114.00
Aug. 19

$3,078.75
$1,025.00
$124.00
Aug. 26

$3,434.00
$424.25
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September Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!
 2nd
Lisa Hardman & Erin Jenkins

 3rd 
Miriam Gibson & Teresa Turnbo

 4th  
Burry Timberman III 

 5th  
Leah Bucolo & Timothy Pompper

 7th  
Jean Bishop & Charles Volkmar

 9th  
Don Carll, Steve Richards & Jeremy Theopulos

10th
Vera Shaw, Benjamin G. Nolan & Carter Nelson

12th
Peggy Parish

13th  
Beth Timberman & Gayle Johnson

14th  
Charmaine Sutton

15th  
Betty Garrison

16th  
Patti Schneider, Karen Bucolo, Madyson Adler


& Ed Wygor

18th
Maxwell Lloyd, Ahnika Eberl & Danel Yanzuk

19th  
Alice Nelson, Mark Herrmann & Patricia Zane

20th  
Harriet Laury, Naomi Morley & Kristin Fuller

21st  
Benjamin Bishop

22nd  
F.C. Adams Jr., Dallas Dilks  and Katelyn Kulig

23rd
Alex Baldosaro

24th   
Robert Crim & Ben Nolan

25th
Mia Abbey & Carole Patton

26th
Rebecca Dilks

28th   
Elaine Pfeffer & Kylie Parish

29th   
Bertha Hathaway, Jason Brown & Alex Canale

30th
Belinda Hunter

Bible Studies
The Young Adult Fellowship (YAF) meets every Monday evening at Leah and John Bucolo’s home at 7:30pm

The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study that meets from 6:30-7:30am at the Kountry Kitchen will resume on Sept. 18th. We will be studying, “Fix Your Eyes on Jesus: Running the Race Marked Out for You.” We welcome newcomers as we begin a new study. If you have any questions or to get a book, please see Donna Stemberger.
The College Group meets every Tuesday evening with Doug Cooper at 10pm in the Church Parlor.  All young adults of college age are welcome and encouraged to come.

The Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets at the Kountry Kitchen every Wednesday morning from 6 to 7am.

A Girls Bible Study (formerly Brittany’s Bible Study - ages 4th thru 8th grade) will meet on Wednesdays from 7:30-9pm at the Church.
The Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets at the church at 10am. 
The Promise Keepers Men’s Breakfast Bible Study meets at the Kountry Kitchen every Saturday morning from 6:30 to 8am.
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Joy Phillips
World Gospel Mission
PO Box 76143, 00508

Yaya Towers

Nairobi, Kenya

Now…I am currently in the US to attend several meetings, rest, and begin formulating a plan for the future. I am convinced that my new ministry needs to be rooted in prayer. A friend recently shared with me a copy of the book, “Why Pray?” by John F. DeVries. I’ve been challenged by some of his thoughts:

· “The importance of praying first, not planning first, is clear…in the life of Jesus.”

· “(The disciples) did not operate on the level of common sense and planning but on a plane of life that could only be described as supernatural…To start (my) ministry on any other point means (I) limit (myself) to human effort.”

· I have often wondered what would happen if we targeted specific, troubled neighborhoods (countries) and saturated them in prayer, asking God to make His light shine. Is something like this not worthy of our effort?

A few weeks from now…I will return to Kenya to continue working on a plan for my future ministry. Everyone wants to know what that means! Since I’ve never started a ministry from scratch I can only guess what needs to be done. I think it means:

1. praying some more and praying some more.
2. building a multi-disciplinary team.
3. looking for best practices in the areas of community health and development.
4. deciding on the best place to start a trial project.
5. networking with people in Sudan doing similar work so as to not duplicate efforts and learn from each other
6. team building through orientation to the challenge of working in Sudan, and refining the plan together. 
I’m sure this is only the beginning of the list but I love lists!
Interested?...I’m excited about what God wants to do in Sudan and I know God is not calling me into this alone. Do you want to play a part in lighting up South Sudan?

1. Renew or make a new commitment to pray for me and this ministry at least one day a week. Let me know what day you’re praying! Here are a few things to start with:

· Renewal of mind and body from a tough year

· The right team players

· Wisdom in laying out the plan

· The right connections – leaders to work with

· The right place to begin

· Continued peace in Sudan

2. Is God calling you to be a part of the team? You know, “there, do that.”

3. Continue or make a new commitment to support me financially with monthly, quarterly or periodic gifts. I hope to be able to share special projects in the future. Right now one of the challenges of working in Sudan is transportation. There are only 3 miles of paved road in South Sudan and you can only imagine what the rest of the roads are like. I will be purchasing a 4-wheel drive vehicle. If you’d like to contribute to this purchase, you can send your gift to WGM with a note indicating your gift is for “Joy’s vehicle purchase – Sudan.”

Your friendship blesses me. Thank you for being  part of my life and ministry.
Peace,
Joy

Joy Phillips is serving in South Sudan with World Gospel Mission and Samaritan’s Purse.

Financial gifts can be sent to:

World Gospel Mission

PO Box 948

Marion, IN 46952

Submitted by
Joan Harz
Missions Chair
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KIDNEY STONES

   Your kidneys are two bean-shaped organs about the size of your fist.  They are located in back of your abdomen on each side of your spine.  Their main function is to remove excess fluid, unneeded electrolytes and waste from your

blood in the form of urine.  The ureters carry urine from your kidneys to your bladder, where it is stored until you eliminate it from your body.

   Kidney stones (Renal Lithiasis) date back to the Egyptian pyramids, but are still a common disorder today.  Not all kidney stones cause symptoms.  They may be discovered when you seek medical care for other problems.  The pain becomes agonizing when a kidney stone breaks loose and begins to work its way down from the kidneys to the bladder through the ureter.  They usually form when the urine becomes too concentrated, which causes substances in urine (calcium, oxalate, uric acid, and rarely cystine) to form crystals on the inner surfaces of the kidneys.  These crystals may combine to form small, hard stones. Four out of five kidney stones are calcium stones, usually a combination of calcium and oxalate.  Oxalate is a compound that occurs naturally in some fruits and vegetables. Some of these are rhubarb, beets, spinach, sweet potatoes, sesame seeds, almonds, and soy products.   Excess calcium can result from ingesting large amounts of vitamin D, from treatment with thyroid hormones or certain diuretics, from some cancers and kidney conditions, or an overactive parathyroid gland. Certain genetic factors, intestinal bypass surgery and a diet high in oxalic acid may cause excess amounts of oxalate in your body.  Struvite stones are found more often in women than men and are almost always the result of chronic urinary tract infections, which increase the amount of ammonia in the urine.  Uric acid stones are a byproduct of eating a high-protein diet, chemotherapy, or genetic factors.

   Treatment for kidney stones varies depending on the type of stone and cause. You may be able to move a stone by drinking as much as 2-3 quarts of water a day and by staying physically active. Stones that are too large to pass on their own cause bleeding, kidney damage or ongoing urinary tract infections and you may need a procedure called “Extracorporeal shock wave lithotripsy.”  It uses shock waves to break the stones into tiny pieces that are passed in the urine. You may be partially submerged in a tub of water during the procedure or lie on a soft cushion.  You will probably have sedation or light anesthesia due to the pain caused by the shock waves.  A loud noise is produced each time a shock wave is generated, and you will wear earphones to protect your hearing.  X-rays or ultrasound monitor the position and the status of the stone during treatment.  The stones may also be removed through a small incision in your back.  (Extracorporeal = outside the body).
   If you are prone to kidney stones, prevention includes drinking 14 cups of fluids every day and more if you live in a hot, dry climate.  A diet low in salt and very low in animal protein can greatly reduce your chance of developing kidney stones.  If your blood and urine lab work shows a chemical imbalance your physician will order appropriate medications or treatment.

“Know ye not that your bodies are the temple of the Holy Ghost?”  I Cor. 6:19

Bonnie Kanady, RN
The Adult Fellowship:
Watch bulletin for upcoming dates and times.

The YCW Class
Will meet at the country Kitchen for lunch and a business meeting at 12:30pm on September 11, 2007.
Youth Schedule

Jr/Sr High Youth

“Revelation Generation”

Frenchtown, NJ

7am to Midnight  Saturday, Sept. 1st
$38.00/ticket

If you had a paid ticket from last year (remember the rain?), you already have your ticket for this year. Any questions, see Doug.

Ocean City Youth Weekend
September 7-9, 2007
Leaving the church at 6:30pm having had dinner before you come.  $35

Watch Bulletin & Church Website for Sept. events!

Any questions please see Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@aol.com
ALL YOUTH GROUP KICK-OFF!!

ST. JUDE’S BIKE-A-THON

12:30pm Sunday, September 23rd 

immediately following Sunday school

We’ll ride to the Bucolos’ for lunch, swimming & volleyball. We will ride back into town where parents can pick up their children at 4pm. Sponsorship forms are on the downstairs bulletin board. We will be riding 10 miles. 

Any questions -  see Donna Stemberger (358-2509 or dkstembug@yahoo.com.)

Revolve Tour
November 2 & 3, 2007

Early bird special price:  $49           $69 at the door

For Girls entering 7th grade and up

RSVP ASAP to Kathy Laury 358-6019

We would appreciate any donation
to help sponsor the girls going!! Thank you
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If you are interested in joining any of the following choirs, please contact the director of that choir or come to the first rehearsal.  We would love to have you join us.
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Handchimes



The Senior Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 5th from 7 to 8:30pm in the Sanctuary. Starting Oct. 3rd, rehearsals will be held from 7:30-9pm after Wednesday Nite Owwt. Our choir sings every Sunday during the 10am Worship Service. Directed by Linda Dilks, (694-0090) we invite ages Grade 9 to age 99 to join.
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The Junior Choir invites youth in grades 4 through 8 to join!! Director, Rebecca Dilks, (856-503-8028) will hold rehearsal on Thursdays beginning Sept. 6th from 6:45pm to 7:30pm. They will sing during the 10am Worship Service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.
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The Cherub Choir, directed by Donna Stemberger (358-2509) meets for rehearsal every Sunday morning in the Fellowship Hall during the first 15 minutes of Children’s Church beginning Sept. 9th. Children ages 3 through grade 3 are invited to sing with us. We’ll be singing during the 10am Worship service on the 3rd Sunday of each month.
The Handbell Choir resumes their rehearsals on Thursday evenings from 7-8:30pm beginning Sept. 6th. Directed by Eileen Eller, (270-2519) they perform during the 10am Worship Service the 2nd Sunday of each month.


The Junior Chimes Choir invites youth in grades 4 through 8 to join director, Todd Chapman (692-5816) every Thursday evening from 6 to 6:45pm in the Sanctuary. They will perform every 4th Sunday of the month during the 10am Worship Service.
Wednesday Nite Owwt

Opening Night:  Wednesday, October 3rd 

from 6:30 to 7:30pm
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SUNDAY SCHOOL KICK-OFF
JOIN US FOR A VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REUNION
Remember all the great things you did this year at VBS?  Remember all the new friends you made during that week?  We invite you and your family to join J.P. the Penguin to an Elmer Community VBS reunion.  This reunion will be taking place on Sunday, September 16, 2007 beginning at 11:15 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  There will be carnival games, face painting, an inflatable slide and bounce house, a Bible lesson, singing, food and much, much more.  Please wear your bathing suit or clothing that you can get wet.

   Even if you did not attend the Elmer Community Vacation Bible School, we encourage you to come and find out what our Sunday School is all about.  Our Sunday School classes are not just for the young, but also the young at heart.  Anyone from pre-school to age 110 is invited to attend.

Due to the rising cost of bulk rate postage,    we are offering the option of emailing the newsletter to you.  We appreciate your response.  Thank you

Newsletter Mailing Options

Please fill out and mail: PO Box 375, Elmer, NJ 08318 or you may call the church office

& leave a message: 856-358-0135

or email us: elmerumc@juno.com

Name: _____________________________

_____ Please email me the newsletter

at _________________________________

(email address)
_____ Please continue to mail me the newsletter as usual.

Thank you[image: image4.emf]
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