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For the past couple of days I have been contemplating the biblical teachings about the certain second coming of Christ and the accompanying, “Day of the Lord.” I have been watching the stories on TV of the California wildfires and the destruction they have wrought. Whether tragic circumstances are brought on by a tsunami on the other side of the world, tornadoes in the mid-western US or hurricanes like we witnessed with Katrina, these “natural disasters” remind us how fragile life in this world is. It also serves as a ready reminder of the righteous judgment of God that is to come. As with Katrina related discussions, I don’t believe that we can say that God is singling out a particular region upon which to rain down His wrath. I do however believe that all suffering is a universal consequence of living in a sin-cursed world since the very beginning of human existence and “the Fall” of Adam. There was one time in which the Lord lost His patience with this world and destroyed everything with a flood. We have a covenant promise that we need not fear a flood but fire is another story… In fact, every time we hear of a horrendously destructive wildfire we have a glimpse or a foretaste of a coming calamity beyond our imagining. Consider the words of the Apostle Peter (II Peter 3):
   But do not forget this one thing, dear friends; With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.

  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.

   Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives, as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.  So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

In His Regard,
Pastor Al
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November Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

1st
Lindsay Thomas & Candace Corsey

 3rd  
Cheryl Baldosaro & Kathy Miller

 4th
Susan Fuller & Marjory DeRemigi

 5th  
Robert Timberman, Barry Davis & Kellie Macom

 6th 
Dawn Bradford

 7th
Sharon Pike, Jeanette McDonald & Glenn Stokes

 8th
Susan Bucholski

 10th  
Tina Bramell & Robert Boehm

11th  
Megan Chapman & Heather Quigg

13th  
Bruce Bishop, Lisa Brown & Annie Wildman

14th
Brianna Peterson

15th  
Tiffany Timberman

16th  
Tom Bishop, Dylan Olinda, Charles Volkmar 

& Barbara Magonagle

17th 
Alexis Hall

18th
Tim Pitman
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19th  
Michael Kulig & Karen Snyder

21st  
George Vence

22nd 
Larry Wriggins, III

23rd  
Jennifer Usinger, Rich Fackler, 

Bill Patton & John Lloyd

24th
Emily Daniels

25th  
Sharon Vence & Michele Pfeffer

27th
Amber DePalma

28th  
Jared Fox & Sharon Gardner

30th  
Gail Craver & Amanda Davis

Charge Conference

2:00pm November 18, 2007
1:30pm SPR Committee Meeting

Reports due:  Sunday, October 28th
Thank You
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Community Thanksgiving Service

Elmer Presbyterian Church

7:30pm  November 21, 2007
Elmer UMC Drama Ministries presents

“Cricket County Christmas”

Saturday & Sunday

December 1st & 2nd at 7pm.
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An Epistle from the Enrights
Thanksgiving:  We have learned in all things to give thanks, and here at Kafakumba Training Center we have much to be grateful for. We continue to daily see God’s blessings and guidance for which we are especially thankful. Although there are struggles as we try new programs, work to finish buildings, and seek to carry on the work here, there is also joy and peace and a sense of knowing that we are where the Lord has placed us.
Pastors’ School in Congo:  As we write this, the Congolese student pastors are traveling to Lubumbashi and will begin that session of Pastors’ School on September 17th. We had hoped that the school would be meeting in Nyembo, but due to a lot of different reasons it seemed best to meet again this year in the city of Lubumbashi. Thanks to funding from friends in America we will be able to give each pastor a bicycle to help him get around to do his work – just as we gave bicycles to the students here in Zambia this year! Pastor Tanga, the director, was down from Congo this week, and he anticipates about 100 students meeting for this session.

Containers:  Containers of used clothing and supplies continue to come from the Marion Mission Storehouse in Marion, IN. These supplies have meant so much to the pastors as well as our workers, and to the work we are doing. We received two containers with woodworking machinery and supplies in May, then a third container with two John Deere skid steer loaders. Now we are anxiously awaiting the arrival of the container with the 10,000 Swahili Egermier Bible Story Books. These are in memory of Ken Enright. It should be arriving here within a week. We will be able to get these books up to the student pastors in Congo to take back to their villages.

New Happenings:  Kafakumba Training Center is getting a web page. It is in the very early stages with a lot of work remaining to be done on it but it is coming! The address for that site is www.kafakumba.org. Another new happening is a project in conjunction with Sister Josephine, who has a school for handicapped children and several centers for providing food for orphans and street children. We now have over 100 children. Many of the aspects of the development work here are spinning off and becoming independent companies and projects. And that is an exciting new development. Projects change and grow and have ups and downs.

Thanksgiving:  At the beginning and at the end it is all about being thankful – to God for His loving care, guidance, and blessings, and to you all who support us and surround us with your loving care.
Together in Christ,
John and Kendra

Kafakumba Training Center

PO Box 70839

Ndola, Zambia

Email:  enright@coppernet.zm       Phone:  011-260-977-770735

Salary or Project Support Address:

Enright Flight Ministry

1919 Jackson Lane

Port Orange, FL  32128

Submitted by Joan Harz,
Missions Chair

HEALTHCARE MINISTRIES:  

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE

Alzheimer’s Disease is named after Alois Alzheimer, a German doctor in 1906. Dr. Alzheimer noticed changes in the brain tissue of a woman who had died of an unusual mental illness. He found abnormal clumps (now called amyloid plaques) and tangled bundles of fibers (now called neurofibrillary tangles.)  

   Alzheimer’s disease is the most common form of dementia among older people. It initially involves the parts of the brain that control thought, memory, and language.  It is not a normal part of aging. Nerve cells die in areas of the brain, and there are lower levels of some of the chemicals in the brain that carry messages back and forth across cells.

   Alzheimer’s disease begins slowly.  At first, the only symptom may be mild forgetfulness, but most people with mild forgetfulness do not have AD.  As the disease progresses, symptoms are more easily noticed and become serious enough to cause the person or his family to seek medical help.  People in the middle stages of AD may 

forget how to do simple tasks like brushing their teeth or combing their hair. They can’t understand, read or write.  Later on the person becomes anxious or aggressive, or wanders away from home. Eventually, they need total care, and often die from pneumonia.

   Scientists don’t yet fully understand what causes AD.  A risk factor is age. Another is genetics, as some forms are inherited at an earlier age. There are studies that try to discover what genes increase the risk of AD, and what genes could protect against it. There is increasing evidence that some of the risk factors for heart disease and stroke, such as high blood pressure, high cholesterol, and low folate may also increase the risk of AD.  It also appears that physical, mental, and social activities are protective factors against Alzheimer’s Disease. It looks like what we can do for ourselves is to eat right, get our exercise, and have friends.

   The only definite way to diagnose AD is to check for plaques and tangles in brain tissue at autopsy. Right now people are diagnosed by checking out every other disease it could be, and if those tests are negative, it must be Alzheimer’s. There is a great amount of research being done to help with earlier diagnosis.  There are some drugs that seem to help, but there is no treatment yet that can stop Alzheimer’s.

   As time goes on, the caregiver’s physical and mental health, family life, job, and finances can suffer. Caregivers need a lot of support and prayers from friends and family.
There are support groups, services, and information available. Among these are: Alzheimer’s Disease Education and Referral Center, PO Box 8250, Silver Spring, MD 20907-8250. www.alzheimers.nia.nih.gov
   Hopefully there will soon be progress in the fight against this difficult and depressing disease!

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Romans 12:12


Bonnie Kanady, RN
Youth Schedule

Middlers
Sundays, November 4 & 18
Gym Nights at Elmer School
5-6:30pm

Saturday, November 17th
“Scouting” for Food 

9am followed by lunch

Junior/Senior High

Sunday, November 4th
2:30pm Off-Site Bible Study

Saturday, November 17th
“Scouting” for Food 

9am followed by lunch

Sunday, November 18th
6:30pm Gym Night at Elmer School

Sunday, November 25th
5pm Fun Night at the Church

Watch Bulletin for more details!!

Any questions, please see

Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@aol.com
Elmer UMC Drama Ministries
Is proud to present

Christmas Leaves Cricket County

Elmer UMC Drama Ministries is proud to present “Christmas Leaves Cricket County.” The Cricket County bunch is back!! The country cousins have finally been convinced to  “live the good life” by their city cousins and decide to move to the city. All but Fester that is. He has decided to stay at the cabin and celebrate the true meaning of Christmas. Have the country cousins finally sold out? Is the almighty dollar more important than anything else?

Come December 1st and 2nd at 7:00pm to find out. Bring family and friends to see this comedic look at the priorities of our lives. Admission is free. Refreshments will be served.

For more information,

call the church office at 358-0135.
The YCW Class will meet at 12:30pm on Tuesday, November 13th at the Point 40 Diner for lunch and a business meeting.

The Adult Fellowship will leave the church at 5:30pm on Monday, November 5th to go to dinner at The Country Rose at Dutch Neck. Please let Lee or Charmaine Sutton know by Saturday, November 3rd – 358-2585 if you would like to come.
Gold, Fur, and Common Sense
   My husband and I had been happily married for five years, but hadn't been blessed with a baby. I decided to do some serious praying and promised God that if He would give us a child, I would be a perfect mother, love it with all my heart and raise it with His Word as my guide. God answered my prayers and blessed us with a son. The next year, God blessed us with another son. The following year,
 He blessed us with yet another son. The year after that, we were blessed with a daughter.   I began reading a few verses of the Bible to the children each day as they lay in their cribs. I was off to a good start.
God had entrusted me with four children all under the age of 5 and I didn't want to disappoint Him.
    While I couldn't keep my promise to be a perfect mother -- I didn't even come close --
I did keep my promise to raise them in the Word of God.
   I knew I was missing the mark just a little when I told
my daughter we were going to church to worship God,
and she wanted to bring a bar of soap along to "wash up" Jesus, too.
   Something was lost in the translation when I explained that God gave us everlasting life, and my son thought it was generous of God to give us his "last wife."
   My proudest moment came during the children's Christmas pageant. My daughter was playing Mary, two of my sons were shepherds and my youngest son was a wise man. This was their moment to shine. My five-year-old shepherd had practiced his line, "We found the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes." But he was nervous and said, "The baby was wrapped in wrinkled clothes. "My four-year-old "Mary" said, "That's not 'wrinkled clothes, silly. That's dirty, rotten clothes." A wrestling match broke out between Mary and the shepherd and was stopped by an angel, who bent her halo and lost her left wing. I slouched a little lower in my seat when Mary dropped the doll representing Baby Jesus, and it bounced down the aisle crying, "Mama-mama." Mary grabbed the doll, wrapped it back up and held it tightly as the wise men arrived. My other son stepped forward wearing a bathrobe and a paper crown, knelt at the manger and announced, "We are the three wise men, and we are bringing gifts of gold, common sense and fur." The congregation dissolved into laughter, and the pageant got a standing ovation.
One Mother’s story[image: image3.emf]
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