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   Perhaps you are familiar with the classic painting by Holman Hunt entitled, “The Shadow of Death.” Author and preacher John Stott describes this masterpiece of 19th Century Art:
   “It depicts the inside of the carpenter’s shop in Nazareth. Stripped to the waist, Jesus stands by a wooden trestle on which He has put down His saw. He lifts his eyes towards heaven, and the look on His face is one of either pain or ecstasy or both. He also stretches, raising both arms above His head. As He does so, the evening sunlight streaming through the open door casts a dark shadow in the form of a cross on the wall behind Him, where His tool-rack looks like a horizontal bar on which His hands have been crucified. The tool themselves remind us of the fateful hammer and nails.
   In the left foreground a woman kneels among the wood chippings, her hands resting on the chest in which the rich gifts of the Magi are kept. We cannot see her face because she has averted it. But we know that she is Mary. She looks startled (or so it seems) at her son’s cross like shadow on the wall.”
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   From Jesus’ youth, indeed even from His birth, the cross cast its shadow ahead of Him. His death was central to His mission and has been the center of Christian belief ever since. This Lenten season, as we prepare for our annual celebration of Holy week, we will be following a theme focused on the Cross. I trust that our seasonal sermon series of studies will be spiritually enriching and helpful as we remember our Lord. As the apostle Paul said, “God forbid that I should boast of anything but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.*

In His Regard,
Pastor Al
Galatians 6: 14 NEB
Attendance:
Early

Morning

Sunday

Feb. 4

28

152

77
Feb. 11

24

145

42

Feb. 18

27

157

68

Feb. 25

19



72
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School

Feb. 4

$4,250.61
$820.25

$71.20
Feb. 11

$2,935.00
$703.25

$45.20

Feb. 18

$3,769.73
$941.25

$59.36

Feb. 25

$4,135.00
$691.25

$51.58
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March Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to All!!

  1st
Sherry Bucolo 

  2nd
Kelsey Hogan & Zackery-Robert Newkirk

  3rd
Sophia Hagen

  4th  
Ted Lazowski & Jeffrey Smith
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Melissa Saul

  7th
Eva Platt & Shelly Stokes

  8th
Ryan Chapman & Daniel Locke

  9th
Tom Daly

10th
Nicholas Larcombe

11th
Rev. Alan Darby 

15th
Pat Hall 

16th
Joe Stemberger, Susan Krasicki  & Brian LaMazza

17th
Virginia Newkirk

18th
Ross Lago & Betty DePalma

19th
Elinor Dilks

20th
William Hunt

21st
Cara Hardman, Devon Dilks & Frank Garrison, III 

24th
Caitlin Thomas & Lynda Davis

25th
Joanne Daly, Erin Zane & Daniel Evans

26th
Michael Hall & Kelsey Johnson

27th
Gary Bucolo

28th
Eric Bramell & Jane Dean

29th
Bethany Darby, Kristin Dilks & Brittany Timberman

30th
Emily and Lucas McDonald

31st
Tricia Elliott & Chuck Greene
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            Three New Bible Studies!!

An Invitation to a 6 week Lenten Bible Study
on the first part of the book of John.

Three Opportunities

Mondays:  at the church 7-8:30pm

Tuesdays:  7-8:30pm at the Stembergers, 20 Fourth St, Elmer -  Come while your children are at Jr Choir/Chimes

Wednesdays:  6:30-7:30pm at the church during Wed Nite Owwt

Beginning the week of Feb. 26th.

See Donna Stemberger 358-2509, dkstembug@yahoo.com
or Leah Bucolo 358-2051 for a book or if you have any questions.

[image: image8.wmf]Small Group Bible Study

Opportunity for Women

Friday evenings from 7-8:30pm

At the Church

We are studying Kay Arthur’s, 

“Lord, Only You Can Change Me”

Please see Robyn Willis
The YCW Class will meet on Tuesday, March 13th at 12:30pm for lunch and a meeting at Papa Luigi’s.

[image: image9.wmf]The Adult Fellowship will meet at the Tri-County Deer Club for their Annual Shad Dinner

 at 4pm on Saturday, March 31st.
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   Coronary bypass surgery is a procedure used to divert blood around blocked arteries of the heart.  Coronary arteries deliver a constant supply of blood and oxygen to the heart muscle.  When one or more of these arteries become narrowed or blocked, blood and oxygen are reduced and the heart muscle is damaged; which causes fatigue, pain, and shortness of breath.

   There is always something new in Medicine, so you will need to discuss your options such as a stent or angioplasty with your physician. Coronary bypass surgery doesn’t cure the underlying disease process called atherosclerosis or coronary artery disease.  Lifestyle changes will be crucial to reduce the chance of future blockages and heart attacks. You will need to reduce certain types of fat in your diet, lower your blood cholesterol, increase physical activity, maintain a healthy weight, control high blood pressure, diabetes and stop smoking.

   Most coronary bypass surgeries are done through a large incision down the center of the chest.  The rib cage is spread open to expose the heart.  The heart is stopped and a heart-lung machine takes over the blood circulation to the body.  The surgeon takes a section of a healthy blood

vessel, often from the lower leg, and attaches the ends above and below the blocked artery, so that blood flow bypasses the narrowed portion of the diseased artery. Improvements in the types of materials used in heart-lung machines have reduced the risk of clots.  Medications will be given after surgery to help prevent blood clots. There will also be “discomfort” at the blood vessel donor site and pain medications will be given.  

   Off-pump or beating-heart surgery is a procedure that allows surgery to be done on the beating heart. This is a little more tricky because the heart is moving.  There are also some coronary bypass surgeries done through several smaller incisions in the chest. Coronary bypass surgery takes 3-6 hours and requires general anesthesia. You will likely be discharged from the hospital within a week and  need to recover for six to twelve weeks. After surgery, most people have improvement or complete relief from their symptoms, remaining symptom-free for several years.

[image: image12.wmf]“Let not your heart be troubled…”  John 14:1

Bonnie Kanady, RN 
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EUMC Media Ministry is looking for a few volunteers to join the VIDEO team. Adults preferred. No experience necessary. We have training & written procedures. It usually consists of one Sunday a month (10am service only) & is based on your availability. If interested, please see or call Jenn Lloyd 694-2485 or email her at jennlloyd@comcast.net.

NEED A COPY OF THE SERVICE?  Use the sign up sheet in the back of the church for Audio and Video media requests.

EUMC Web Site Ministry:  If anyone in charge of a ministry in our church would like a dedicated page on the web site, or to have an announcement posted, please see or call Jenn. Leaders of current web pages should get any changes, updates or information for your group to her via email. The site only works if we support it with current information. An email account can also be provided for leaders. Announcements & upcoming events are posted weekly. Please refer to it for times, dates and locations of activities in our church. Spread the word – it might help lead someone to our church!!


Thank you, Jenn Lloyd 694-2485  jennlloyd@comcast.net.
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Mark & Jodie Amey-Handi*Vangelism

 Jodie and I want to thank you for your faithful prayers and financial support for us and the ministry God has given us to those with special needs. Time and time again we realize how much we depend on His people to partner with us in this work. Your prayers allow God to give us His strength and wisdom as we interact with people with disabilities. Your finances help meet our daily needs. As with the Apostle Paul, “I thank my God every time I remember you.” (Phil. 1:3)

   I have had the great opportunity recently of visiting in the homes of some campers I’ve never visited before. As I’ve shared with their parents, they tell me how much their children look forward to camp, and how special it is to have a place for them to go which is safe and enjoyable. Even those parents who aren’t believers are glad their children can come. And I have the joy of sharing with them what makes our camp the special place it is; I’m able to talk about what Jesus can do for their child and pray with them all after sharing a Bible lesson.

   This month I’ve also gone “recruiting,” trying to contact college students and let them know of our Handi*Camp program and our need for counselors. Along with others on our full time staff, we’ve been to at least 7 college campuses in February already, with more to come. Please pray that students would feel God’s call on their lives to service for Him. In addition to counselors and Bible teachers, we are looking for a cook for a week or two and still looking for a nurse to replace Jodie in the Nurse Manager position. Our Board of Directors of HVMI has encouraged all of our full time staff to begin looking for someone we can mentor into our place of service, since we are all getting older (!) and so our ministry can grow and expand in new ways. So please make that a matter of prayer for both of us.

   Our Bible Conference retreat comes up March 16-18. Please pray that the right staff and campers will be there for a great weekend of spiritual renewal and challenge, and that God will do His perfect work in all of us who attend.

Thanks again for standing with us in this work.


Yours in Christ,
Mark

Submitted by Joan Harz, Missions Chair
My Savior, My God

Arranged by Richard Kingsmore

Mr. Kingsmore writes, 

   “Nearly everyone knows the story of Jesus. We know Him as a Baby, a Carpenter, a Miracle Worker, a Teacher, and Prophet, but until we truly comprehend what His death and resurrection means to us personally, we cannot sincerely call Him Savior and God. Those words are not just titles, but have eternal impact and meaning.”

   Beautifully arranged, this cantata not only tells the story of Jesus’ final hours on this earth, but in the process, looks at three people who knew Him in an earthly way before His crucifixion and resurrection, and afterward, came to understand the eternal truth of Jesus Christ that changed their lives for eternity.

   Our hope is that you will see beyond the “story” of Jesus to the personal reality of His death and resurrection in your life and can humbly say from your heart: MY SAVIOR, MY GOD. 
   We would love to have you join us Palm Sunday morning, April 1st at the 10am Worship Service as all our choirs (Cherub, Junior, Senior, Junior Chimes, and Handbell) participate in our Easter Cantata service.
Youth Schedule

Ranch Hope Bowl-a-thon
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 Sunday, March 4

(Rescheduled from Feb. 25th)
5-7:30pm Middlers    6-8:30pm Jr/Sr High

Middler Retreat to Willow Valley

We will leave the church at 10:30am on Saturday, March 17th. Please bring $5 for lunch. Don’t forget your Bible, bathing suit & change of clothes.
[image: image16.wmf]
      Annual Fundraising Day!!
[image: image17.wmf]Indoor yard sale on Friday night, March 23rd from 6-9pm and Saturday, March 24th from 9am to 1pm. We will also be selling subs. We need everyone’s help to make this another successful fundraising event. This is to raise money for our regular youth activities as well as the Mission Trip. This is your youth group so it’s your yard/sub sale. Sign up to help!!

Junior/Senior High 
Demolition Day at the Hangar!!

[image: image18.wmf]Saturday, March 10th 8am – 12 noon

Wear clothes you can get dirty. 

Work boots a good idea! 

We will provide safety equipment.

[image: image19.wmf]Volleyball Tournament

At Aldine Methodist Church

Sunday, March 11th  4:30-8:30pm

Meet in the Church parking lot

Whirleyball and Wendy’s

Sunday, March 25th 2:45 – 6:30pm

Meet in the church parking lot and please bring $10 for Whirlyball, and money for Wendy’s

Watch Bulletin and Church Website for details!

Any questions please see

Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@aol.com
****************************************************
ELMER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PO BOX 375

21 SOUTH MAIN AND CHURCH STREETS

ELMER, NJ 08318

FROM THE TRUSTEES PRESDIENT

   There’s been a whirlwind of activity since being elected as your Trustees president. In a short period of time, the Church Street property has been painted, carpeted, and the floors refinished. The Fellowship Hall has been painted and the ceiling repaired. The sanctuary’s need for repair caused by plaster falling around the Main Street stained glass window and adjacent pew has been addressed. A very successful clean-up day was held in January; we hope the next work day (slated for Feb. 24th) proves to be as productive. Furniture has been acquired for “The Hangar.” The parsonage’s porch repairs will be taken care of as soon as the weather becomes “worker-friendly.” Please contact me (856-521-0090) to report any issues that need to be addressed concerning church-owned properties. I can also be reached via email at hathawayabstract@gmail.com
   I consider it an honor to serve in this position. I’ve been blessed with patient, servant-based mentors who’ve proven to be an invaluable resource. Our church currently owns four buildings that are over 100 years old; one of the four is actually 250 years old. Owners of older homes know that along with their charming character come persistent problems. Maintenance takes time, money and effort – it’s an ongoing challenge that our church family can meet head-on by seeking God’s guidance and grace along the way.                 

 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go; I will guide thee with mine eye. Psalm 32: 8

Blair Hathaway, Trustees President
They're Back! Church Bulletin Bloopers.  These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced in church services:
Miss Charlene Mason sang "I will not pass this way again," giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.

A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall. Music will follow.

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be "What Is Hell?" Come early and listen to our choir practice.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.
****************************************************
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