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   One of the highlights of our recent vacation was an opportunity Bev and I had to observe some bald eagles in Maryland. We stayed at a bed and breakfast at Sandy Cove along the neck of the Chesapeake Bay. Red Horner had told us, if we had time, to check out a place to site eagles at Conawings Dam on the Susquehanna River just above Have De Grace. It was a relatively warm Friday afternoon for January and great for exploring. When we arrived at the overlook area there were several people watching birds and taking pictures. One let us use her telescope and told us she counted about 45 eagles among the sea gulls, blue herons, and other birds at that site that day. It was captivating! We watched the eagles swoop down to grab fish from the foamy white water rushing from the dam outlets. One even flew directly overhead with its catch to rest in a tree nearby to feed. These majestic birds of prey, floating effortlessly on the wind currents high above the river inspired me to think of God’s application of His creation revelation to our lives from the scripture.
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   The most familiar reference to eagles in the Bible is in Isaiah 40, where the prophet assures us that, “those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength. They will mount up on wings like eagles.” What a great promise for weary, discouraged, and fatigued followers of Christ bearing the weights of this world in every day life! Similar to that is the reminder in Psalm 103 to “praise the Lord…who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagles.” This marvelous imagery would have been familiar to Israel and should be to all who put faith and trust in the Lord as Moses sang to his people in Deut. 32 – “the Lord shielded and cared for His own, like an eagle that stirs up its nest and hovers over its young, that spreads its wings to catch them and carries them on its pinions.” What an awesome affirmation to a group of wilderness wanderers recently released from Egyptian bondage that the power of God “had carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.” (Ex. 19: 4)

   Indeed, the God of all strength, revealing Himself in the splendor of His creation still speaks in concert with His wonderful word to bring strength, reassurance, and affirmation to us as we travel along the weary roads of this world in our journey of faith today.
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In His Regard,
Pastor Al

Attendance:
Early

Morning

Sunday

Service

Worship

School
Dec. 3





77
Dec. 10

20

187

69

Dec. 17

18

223

78

Dec. 24

15

224

76

Dec. 31

19



87

Jan. 7

25

144

73
Jan. 14

16



69
Jan. 21

26

132

65
Jan. 28





58
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S.School

Dec. 3

$4,311.50
$1,104.00
$60.00
Dec. 10

$4,588.33
$783.00

$68.00

Dec. 17

$4,371.00
$1,230.00
$50.12

Dec. 24

$7,452.44
$900.00

$69.00
Dec. 31

$10,461.60
$738.25

$40.00
Jan. 7

$4,538.30
$728.25

$68.00
Jan. 14

$4,966.50
$1,348.25
$86.40
Jan 21

$3,123.40
$777.25

$57.87
Jan 28

$4,678.00
$549.25

$58.20
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Happy Birthday to All!!
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  2nd
Evan Nolan

  3rd
Elaine Masters

  4th
Dawn Hemsley

  5th
Julie Wriggins & Brian Johnson

  7th
Priscilla Vanderhoff

  8th
Katie Cooke, Ed Fuller, III & Albert Magonagle, Jr.

10th
Luke Stemberger, Cyndi Nolan & Tanya Olinda

11th
Diane Riddle & Robert Newkirk

12th
Ed Pitman & Albert Magonagle, Sr.

14th
Elwood Richmond & Brandie Wriggins

15th
Keely Milligan

16th
Ashley DePalma

17th
Linda Jiménez & Tyler Irelan

18th
Christina Barnish & Warren Magonagle

19th
Drew Dilks, Nellie Voeckler, Herb Stiles 

& JoAnne Olbrich

21st
Florence Adams & Sara Fowler

22nd
David Bramell, Marc Adams & Delaney Chapman

23rd
Doug Cooper

24th
Bette Ann Kulig & Joe Hall

25th
Ethel Dodge, Kathy Laury
& Evan Pike

26th
Joan Miller & Samuel Atkinson
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Bryce Priggemeier, Jr.


28th
Steve Miller

29th
Doug Carll & Jane Layman

Church Workday
Saturday, February 24th

There will be a church workday on Saturday, February 24th beginning at 9:00am. Lunch will be served. An emphasis will be made on de-cluttering and general heavy cleaning, especially in the Sunday School areas and Chapel. If there are items you value that may be tossed in the process, this it the time to mark them. All volunteers will be warmly welcomed!  The more workers we have, the shorter the day.
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In 2006 you gave through missions in the Elmer United Methodist Church $54,795.00 to missionaries and mission project. Yet we still had over $14,000 at the end of December in the treasury. It is our policy to give whatever is left at the end of December to whatever we feel is most needy in the mission field. Our committee felt our own youth center “The Hangar” was the neediest project for our church. We are setting aside $10,000 toward the renovating of the old “Main Street Peddler.” Why are we mainly targeting the youth? The forces of evil are targeting our youth and we need to actively combat them. Mass media – movies, TV, games, magazines, etc. are filling their minds with lust, sex, and violence. We need to feed them with truth and grace or we will lose this generation and God help us when they come into full power. Of the other $4,000, we want to give $500 to Linda Jiménez with Intervarsity Fellowship, $1,000 to the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, $500 to Faith Farm, $1,000 to John Enright in Africa, and $1,000 to Bob Alber with Wycliffe Translators in Texas. Bob works with the youth program at Wycliffe Center. He will be our guest speaker at a covered dish dinner on Sunday, February 18th. Please make an effort to come and please pray for our youth!
Submitted by
Joan Harz

 Missions Chair

****************************************************
Youth Schedule

Middlers Whirlyball

4:30 – 8pm Saturday, February 3rd
Meet at the church, dinner at McDonalds

Ice Cream??  Please bring $15.00

Gym Night at Elmer School

Sunday, February 18th
Middlers – 5-6:30pm

Jr/Sr High – 6:30-8pm

Ranch Hope Bowl-a-thon
Sunday, February 25th
5-7:30pm Middlers  
6-8:30pm Jr/Sr High

Prize for Middler with the most sponsors

and for the teen with the most sponsors!!1

Watch Bulletin and Church Website for details!

Any questions please see

Doug Cooper, Youth Director

856-252-4621 Christscaper@aol.com
****************************************************

The Adult Fellowship will meet at the home of Fritz & Joan Harz on Monday, February 5 at 7:30pm.

CEREBRAL VASCULAR ACCIDENT OR STROKE

As with most of the medical problems that occur in our lives, we don’t pay much attention until they strike near home.  A stroke refers to any loss of

brain function that is a result of partial or total interruption of blood supply to any part of the brain.

   The most common cause of a stroke is a clot that affects any part of the blood vessels to the brain.  Other causes of stroke are related to hardening of the arteries which allows fatty deposits to accumulate inside the arteries causing a blockage that will travel and block part of the brain.  Strokes can occur during repair of heart valves. Heart irregularities may cause a blood clot that can dislodge and travel to the brain.  Strokes can result from bleeding from the carotid arteries.  They happen in a moment at any time or place. The risk of stroke includes a history of high blood pressure, smoking, diabetes, leukemia, aplastic anemia, brain tumors, gout, high cholesterol, and birth control bill use.

   Symptoms:  Weakness to a part of the body, decreased sensation, numbness, tingling, severe headache, slurred speech and memory impairment, loss of coordination, difficulty in swallowing, urinary incontinence, paralysis on one side of the body, inability to speak, inability to understand spoken and written language, uncontrollable eye movement, drooling, eye lid drooping, strange behavior.  

   Stroke indicators: Ask the person to smile, to say it is sunny out, to raise both arms, to stick out his tongue.  If he has trouble with any of the above, put an ice bag on his head and call 911.  One dilated pupil is another indicator.  

   Tests: CT scans show whether there is bleeding in the brain. Transcranial Doppler Ultrasound assesses the flow of blood to the brain. Echocardiogram with Ultrasound assesses if the clot is from the heart. An EEG and other lab studies.

Treatment: is based on the severity of the stroke and maintaining life support. Intensive care treatment is necessary for severe strokes. TPA is a drug given to limit the neurological deficits of stroke, as long as the

person is not bleeding, and not taking blood-thinning medications.  This is also known as a “clot-buster.”  (It requires early use). Surgical treatment if the person has a bleeding stroke. Rehabilitation is necessary once the person stabilizes. Pain medications to treat severe headaches and blood pressure medications are used.
Education on the importance of taking medications, doing physical therapy, not smoking, and doing follow-up visits to the doctor.

   It also helps to have hundreds of people across the country praying for the stroke victim, and a marvelous support system like all of you!  Thanks!

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12

Bonnie Kanady, RN
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You are invited

to a Buffet Dinner

At Kountry Kitchen

February 27, 2007 at 6:00pm

Dawn & Ken Bishop

Missionaries to Albania

will be our guest speakers.

Dawn is the daughter of Anita Harz Perry

RSVP:   Joan Harz  358-3423 or
Fritz Harz  358-8128

            Boomers “Special” Game and Dessert Night

7pm Saturday, February 17th.  

               Please bring a dessert and a favorite game.                                                                                                

Beverages will be provided. Hosted by Sharon & Dave Zeck at the church.

****************************************************

ELMER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

PO BOX 375

21 SOUTH MAIN AND CHURCH STREETS

ELMER, NJ 08318
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Wednesday, February 14th
“Hearts for Life”
16th Annual 

Hors d’oeuvres & Dessert Banquet
To benefit:

Cornerstone Women’s Resource Center

Guest Speaker

Sydna Massé

President & Founder of Ramah International

6pm February 15, 2007

Centerton Country Club
Pittsgrove, NJ
Tickets are complimentary but required.

Make your reservations early.
(Adults only please)

See your church representative
or call 856-935-0300 or 856-453-0030

An opportunity to make a financial gift to Cornerstone’s ministry will be extended.
****************************************************
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